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FIJI 


BRIEFS 


LABOR PARTY SUCCESS--The Fiji Labour Party, formed on July 6, has scored an 
early success, which bodes ill for the governing Alliance Party and the Na- 
tional Federation Party [NFP], winning eight of the 20 seats in the Suva City 
Council elections, its first election contest (SSD/v5/8). The Alliance Party 
won seven seats, but the NFP failed to win a seat. Five of its members, 

who had seats in the previous council, defected shortly before the election 
in support of Mrs Irene Narayan, dismissed as NFP deputy leader by the leader 
Mr Siddiq Koya. They defended their seats as independents and won. Two 
parliamentary by-elections are in the offing. to be held in December, for the 
Ba-Tavua Indian National seat and the Lau-Rotuma Fijian Comounal seat. The 
former is held by the NFP. A win by the Labour Party candidate for Ba-Tavua, 
party leader Mr Mahendra Chaudhury, will be of considerable significance for 
the future of Fiji politics, and could spell disaster for Mr Koya, whose 
position as NFP leader would be in doubt. [Text] [Sydney THE SOUTH SEA 
DIGEST in English 29 Nov 85 p 2) /9274 


CSO: 4200/429 
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INDONESIA 


AGREEMENT WITH MALAYSIA ON INFORMATION EXCHANGE 
BKO61241 Jakarta International Service in English 0800 @ff 6 Dec 85 


[Text] Indonesia and Malaysia agree to have an exchange of information as 
from 9 December this year for expanding cooperation between the two countries. 
An accord to that effect was disclosed by Indonesian Information Minister 
Harmoko and his Malaysian counterpart, Dr Rais Yatim, in Jakarta following 
their meeting yesterday. Early next week, both countries will send six of 
their information officers, each for a 3-week visit. Minister Harmoko said 
that the Malaysian side would be visiting the regions to see how the 
Indonesian national development is being carried out. 


Meanwhile, Indonesian Minister for Research and Technology Habibie, during his 
3-day visit to Malaysia, yesterday discussed cultural relations, student 
exchange, and also ways for setting up cooperation in these fields with 
Malaysian minister in the prime minister's departwent Khalil Yaakob. Minister 
Habibie later held talks on the possibility of cooperation in science and 
technology with Malaysian Science and Technology and Environment Minister 


Stephen Yong. 


/9599 
CSO: 4200/365 
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INDONESIA 


MOKHTAR SPEAKS TO REPORTERS ON ‘COCKTAIL PARTY’ 
BKO80102 Bangkok THE NATION in English 8 Dec 85 pp 1, 2 


[Text] Indonesian Foreign Minister Mokhtar Kusumaatmaja fler here late last 
night for a meeting this morning with his Thai counterpart, |Air Chief 
Marshal] Sitthi Savetsila, at the Indra Regent Hotel, on Indonesia's proposal 
for a restricted “cocktail party" for all Khmer factions to meet together as a 
first step towards solving the Kampuchean conflict. 


ACM Sitthi said last night that Mokhtar wanted to see him before the 
Indonesian minister visits Vietnam, where he is expected to sound out the 
opinion of Hanoi on the proposal for the cocktail party. 


Informed sources said that the Thai Foreign Ministry prefers a cocktail party 
which would include Vietnam, as well as the Coalition Government of Democratic 
Kompuchea (CGDK) and the Vietnamese-backed Heng Samrin regime. Thailand wants 
Vietnamese participation in the proposed social meeting for the same reasons 
that it and the other ASEAN partners want Vietnamese participation in the 


proposed proximity talks." 


Indonesian President Suharto recently said t.at Vietnam should also be invited 
to such a cocktail party. Following his statement, ASEAN senior officials who 
met in Chiang Mai recently, endorsed the Indonesian initiative on the matter. 
Mokhtar also said before his departure for Bangkok that he saw nothing wrong 
with Vietnamese participation in the cocktail party, which is primarily aimed 
at creating an atmosphere of reconciliation among Khmer groups. 


The proposal for a cocktail party was initiated by CGDK Presideat Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk but, according to his version, all parties concerned, 
including China and the Soviet Union would also be invited. That proposal 
drew luk-warm response because it is in line with the Geneva-type interna- 
tional conference proposed a long time ago by the prince. Nonetheless, it 
came into the limelight when Jakarta modified the cocktail party proposal by 
restricting the participants to the Khmer parties only. 


Mokhtar told reporters upon arrival here at Don Muang Airport late last night 
that he is here to clear up possible sisunderstandings that Indonesia was 
pushing for the original version of the cccktail party proposal. He said that 
Indonesia modified Prince Sihanouk's proposal because any initiative from the 








prince should not be ignored and because many people feel that it was too 
early to hold a large cocktail party. 


However, the Indonesian modification of the prince's proposal somehow leaked 
to the press and led its ASEAN partneis to believe that Indonesia was willing 
to host a cocktail party according to original version. 


He sa‘c ‘at his idea of a cocktail party was still open to revision, which 
was why he has come to get additional ideas from his Thai counterpart. 


Mokhtar said that he did not think Vietnam would reject a proposal for a 
cocktail party because “it's only between the Khmers." A cocktail party is 
only an informal meeting and if the participants want to talk business later 
on, then they could hold a formal meeting; otherwise ASEAN would lose nothing, 
according to the minister. 


He said that he will fly to Malaysia Monday to meet his Malaysian counterpart. 


Asked when he will go to Hanoi, Mokhtar said, half jokingly: “Christmas?” 


/9599 
CSO: 4200/365 
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INDONESIA 


MELBOURNE RADIO INTERVIEWS MOKHTAR ON EAST TIMOR 
BKO80240 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 0710 GMT 7 Dec 8&5 
[From “International Report" program moderated by Andres McLachlen|] 


[Excerpt] In Jakarta, our correspordent Walter Hamilton asked the Indonesian 
foreign minister, Dr Mokhtar, if opposition to Indonesia's action has been the 
result of a different perception of what was happening in East Timor in 1975. 


(Begin recording) [Mokhtar] Yes, because I think we have never been given a 
real chance to present our case. At least, tis small group of people have 
always had an a priori view of the East Timor question viewing the Fretilin 
[Revolutionary Front for Independent East Timor] as a liberation movement. 
Now that is a big if. We do not view them as a liberation movement. They are 
@ last-minute transformation of what used to be the Social Democratic Party of 
East Timor, which after the takeover of the Flower Revolution in Lisbon, was 
tranrformed into Fretilin and weapons were given them by the Pertuguese. So, 
its a Portuguese creation. How on earth can you view this as an independence 
movement when they precisely did things that were against the agreement 
between Portugal and Indonesia--not to use force in self-determination. So I 
think the Australian position here was very strange. 1 mean thie small group. 
Maybe some politics behind it. 


[Hamilton] Looking back over these 10 years, are there ary lessons you think 
that Indonesia has learned from the experience? 


[Mokhtar] That is putting it in a strange way. I mean everybody learns a 
lesson. One lesson we learned is that we should speak up. You know, we have 
been too quiet about stating our position. We were very Javanese about it and 
the other side was very articulate about it. They had the whole PR campaign 
going on and that is the reason why they did a beautiful snowjob as they say, 
you know, and I think it fooled a lot of people. I mean it is something to 
sell a movement like that as an independence movement and get away with it. 

It is really something, you know, whereas if you look at the history of the 
Portuguese-Indonesian arrangement, it was to be a self-determination exercise, 
free from all wse of force. And yet, one part engaged in the use of force and 
lo and behold they were greeted as the true liberation movement. 


{[Hamitton] How dc you think it is possible? 
[Mokhtar] Very good PR, I must say. 


/9599 
CSO: 4200/365 
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FAIDANG LOBALIAYAO APPEAL ON TRIBAL NEW YEAR 
BK111312 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 1400 GMT 9 Dec 85 


["Appeal" by Faidang Lobaliayao, vice chairman of the SPC and of the Lao 
Front for National Construction of the LPDR -- date not given; read by 
announcer ] 


[Text] Beloved compatriots who celebrate the traditional King Chiang 
new year festival, especially our Mong tribal people: 


The traditional King Chiang new year festival is here again for us to 
celebrate amidst an atmosphere filled with the spirit of revolutionary 
enthusiasm, in which we are celebrating the 10th founding anniversary of 
the young LPP®. Therefore, the people of all tribes throughout the country 
in general, and those with the Kin Chaing new year tradition in particular, 
who are under the leadership of the LPRP -- the organizer and leader of 
all the victories of the Lao revolution -- have more closely united to 
review the achievements scored in the past years and have ‘enthusiastically 
made preparations to continue to launch an emulation campaign to score 
achievements and to implement the 1986 plan with a sense of confidence 

so as to score yet greater victories. 


Beloved compatriots, throughout the evolutionary movement in the past 10 
years, the LPRP Central Committee has mapped out the line, direction, and 
policy toward the people of all tribes. For instance, in 1982, it convened 
a tribal meeting of historic significance, in which Comrade General 
Secretary Kaysone Phomvihan, our respected leader, made a speech. At the 
meeting, he said: all tribal people in our country have joined efforts 

in building and defending the country and have united with one another. 
Especially since there now is a party to lead, the link among the people 
of all tribes has become more closer and national concord has been rapidly 
forged. In addition, each resolution adopted by the party Central 
Committee has also put an emphasis on improving the economic construction 
by and the living conditions of the people and on building a political 
foundation in the tribal regions. the promotion of the people's right to 
mastership and the socialist construction in the tribal regions have made 
all-round progress and development, thereby thwarting all new schemes and 
tricks of the imperialists in colluding with the Chinese ruling clique and 
other reactionary forces to destroy the Lao revolution. 











Faced with the development detrimental to our nation and the just interest 
of the laboring people of all tribes, our people have united to smash all 
the maneuvers launched by the enemies in all the tribal regions in a timely 
manner. for example, in the past year, the enemies still continued making 
efforts to deceive and lure our Mong tribal people through several tricks 
to abandon the revolution and to desert our rich fatherland and families 

to join the imperialists, the Chinese ruling clique, and the Vang Pao 
reactionary clique, thereby causing misery and losses to our people. At 
the same time, the enemies also constantly infiltrated exiled reactionaries 
into the tribal regions to carry out subversive movements. 


Nevertheless, imbued with the revolutionary trddition and with a sense of 
patriotism and lcve of socialism, our tribal people as well as those 
competriots who observe the traditional Kin Chiang new year always 
maintained a sense of deep hatred against the enemies who intended to 
commit destructive crimes against our revolution. In the past year, our 
tribal people energetically organized actual movements to primarily fulfill 
the plan of the last year of the first 5-year state plan, thus scoring 
numerous brilliant successes. 


On this occasion, I would like to sincerely hail the determination, unity, 
and heroism, and enthusiasm of our compatriots of all tribes who are set 
to célebrate the traditional Kin Chiang new year festival. Here, I am 
very proud of and profoundly grateful to the LPRP which is always 
concerned with the national development work and has pursued a correct 
policy to improve the life of the people and to bring actual great and 
all-round prosperity to our beloved land. The new face of our Lao nation 
is now much more beautiful and progressive. The right to mastership of 
our people of all tribes has also been thoroughly promoted. Our people of 
all tribes throughout the country, including our compatriots with the Kin 
Chiang new year tradition, have already enjoyed the benefits derived from 
our new Lao society. 


Beloved compatriots, the traditional Kin Chaing new year festival this year 
is very significant for our Mong people as well as the people of all tribes 
throughout the country. I appeal to all of our compatriots to continue 
enhancing the revolutionary spirit, to endeavor to fulfill the tasks of 
implementing new resolutions adopted by the party Central Committee 
Political Bureau, to increase your faith in the party, to turn the party 
Central Committee’:s resolutions into your ideals, to be determined to 
organize actual deeds in order to make noble contributions to the 
revolutionary cause in the new period, to pay attention to building a 
pélitical foundation in all the tribal regions, to strengthen the unity 
between the tribes with the King Chiang new year tradition and the other 
tribes in the Lao family, to resolutely resist all the schemes of the 
enemies who are always intent on creating rifts among the people of all 
tribes and between the party and state leaders and the people of all 

tribes, and to pay attention to fulfilling the obligations in defending 

and building the socialist Laos. 











In the new year of 1986, I call on all compatriots to carry out together 

the following tasks: Let the people of all tribes pay attention to contribut- 
ing to fulfilling the tasks of defending and building our socialist 

country, holding aloft a sense of thrift, resisting all forms and 

phenomena of extravaganza, contributing to promoting the right to 

collective mastership, consolidating and strengthening the proletariat 
dictatorship in all respects, and consolidating the guerrilla milita 

units and public security forces so as to ensure security for all localities. 


Let us create a new spirit in the new year, organize production, make 
preparations to carry out production plans, and improve the living conditions 
of the people in 1986. 


I call on our compatriots who have been misled to side with the opposide side 
to urgently return to our beloved Laos so as to build and develop it into 

a civilized land arid to bring happiness and prosperity to our people of 

all tribes. 


Our people of all tribes throughout the country, especially those with the 
Kin Chiang new year tradition -- the Mong tribal people in particular, must 
folow only a single path -- that is to follow the party and state by 
building and taking our country toward socialism. This is the only way 

to have a brilliant future. 


In the new year, I appeal to all compatriots to love and unite with one 
another, [words indistinct] in the Lao family, and to work together to 
score new greater victories! 


An old Mong saying says: The old year has passed and the new year has 
just arrived; let all the people have strength, new water, and new rice. 
May they have rice in the barn, livestock in the pen, and children in 

the house. May the Mong tribal families and the other Lao families have 
socialist happiness. 


/12640 
CSO: 4206/36 











JPRS-SEA-86-004 
9 January 1986 


LAOS 


VIENTIANE PARTY CHIEF SEES SECURITY, ECONOMIC IMPROVEMENT 
Vientiane PASASON in Lao 22 Oct 85 p 2 


{[Article: “Some of Vientiane Provincial Party Secretary Comrade Khamphai 
Ounlada’s Views on thel0-year Implementation of the Party's Two Strategic 
Duties” ] 


[Excerpts] Vientiane is a large province, and it is strategically important 
politically, militarily, economically, and socially. It is a firm stronghold 
for the center and for Vientiane Capital. It borders on many provinces, e.g., 
Xieng Khouang, Luang Prabang, Sayaboury, Bolikhamsao, and Vientiane Capital 
itself. It also shares 97 km of its border with Thailand in the area of 
Sanakham. It has over 260,000 people with a heritage of persistence who 
defeated the imperialists in two great wars, and are now victoriously working 
on transformation and socialist construction. 


In the past 10-year period, by firmly grasping the two strategic duties and 
enthusiastically applying the success of the LPRP third congress to the 
situation, the special strong points, and the localities, the Vientiane 
Provincial Party Committee worked on implementing Plenum 51 of the party 
Central Committee and strongly turned to the grassroots. They propagandized 
and mobilized the people to carry out effectively various types of work, e.g., 
national defense and security, transformation and economic construction, 
promotion of culture, improvement in the machinery for economic management, 
party construction, and cadre training, etc. 


National defense. By firmly grasping the directions to attack the enemies at 
the same time, politically, economically and militarily, they firmly worked in 
cooperation with all the local forces and attacked the enemies in the jungle, 
purged the enemies in the villages, propagandized, and trained the people to 
promote production and to raise the standard of living. They were able to 
dismantle the enemies' schemes step by step, and [now] Vientiane is fairly 
caln. 


Economic transformation. For example, agricultural production has achieved a 
great victory as never before. Prior to the national liberation Vientiane 
Province faced food shortages 5 months per year on the average. Under the new 
regime, however, with the leadership of the people's party [Vientiane 
Province] has promoted the heritage of diligence and has enthusiastically 





worked on agricultural productica. It has been able to turn over a new leaf 
and to become self-sufficient and self-reliant in terms of food supp]y. For 
example, in 1984 the province had a fairly high amount of agricultural 
production. Throughout the province there were 33,234 hectares of ricefields, 
and the harvest capacity was 2.5 tons per hectare on the average. The total 
for both hill farming and paddy rice production was 122,284 tons of 482 kg of 
paddy rice per capita on the average. It carried out its obligation to pay 
agricultural taxes, and sold many thousands of tons of rice to the government. 
Thus, when compared with the figures for 1981, the ricefield area has 
increased by 2,833 hectares and production has increased by 32,685 tons or 36 
percent. The people in the rice-growing area have become awakened, and 177 
agricultural co-op units have been organized. 


Industry, handicrafts, and forestry. The province has improved and used a 
number of old factories, including 5 state-owned, and 271 workers to produce 
fairly well on a regular basis. Gross production in industry, handicrafts, 
and forestry in 1984 amounted to 65 million kip. Trade has been expanded down 
to the population bases. Throughout the province there are 54 stores, 30 more 
than there were in 1981. There are 14 people's stores, an increase of 12. 

The value of the purchases within and outside [the province] has been fairly 
good, including rice purchasing over the past ? years, which not only 
responded to the standard of living of the cadres in the province, but also 
carried out its obligation to the center and to Vientiane Capital ty many 
thousands of tons. 


In improving the dictatorship of the proletariat and c»nstruction of the 
political base in the past, Vientiane Province turned its efforts to the 
grassroots to help districts, cantons, and villages. it educated and trained 
people with determination, and raised their consciousness for taking part in 
attacking the enemies, promoting production, and raising the standard of 
living in the grassroots and in the offices and units around tie province. 
They were able to improve and assign work sections, work units, and different 
main enterprise units that are part of the work machinery to help and 
strengthen all] areas of work. The mass crganizations succeeded in the 
congress held at their own level. Organizations were assigned and allocated 
tasks in accordance with the political duty of the party. The Lao People's 
Revolution Youth Union [LPRYU] gained 6,459 members, an increase of 4,649 when 
compared with the figure for 1984. The Iao women's federation gained 23,140 
members, an increase of 9,876. The trade union gained over 2,300 people, an 
increase of 560. They strengthened 28 cantons, 198 villages, and 8,944 
families. They efficiently trained 52,494 cadres, and wiped out 272 white 
cantons which are now under the guidance of party chapters and perty members. 
This means that now there is peace in the population base. In order to 
prepare for the congress our provincial party committee has succeeded in 
enthusiastically conducting the congress at the grassroots and in nine 
districts. 


9884 /13104 
CSO: 4206/21 
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VIENTIANE CAPITAL iNDUSTRIAL SECTOR PROBLEMS DISCUSSED 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 25 Oct 85 p 2 


{“Our Capital” Column by Sengsouli Sonsoulin: “For the Progrss of In .ustry, 
Handicrafts, and Forestry in Vientiane Capital”) 


[Excerpts] In past years the Vientiane Capital Industry, Handicrafts, and 
Forestry section has gradually and ceaselessly made progres in terms of the 
duty and political direction of the party and government. In order to make 
production more efficient this section is trying to improve the stateowned 
factories to produce effectively goods for the public. Thus, Vientiane 
Capital has a role in goods and in producing them, and it has gradually become 
self-sufficient. It carries out its obligation to the central echelon, and 
has also exported a number of goods. 


Besides improving old factories, Vientiane Capital also obtains the assistan 
of and works in cooperation with Hanoi Capital and Ho Chi Minh City o° the 
SRV, and has built many additional factories with the mutual economic 
assistance between Vientiane and Hanoi capitals and Ho Chi Minh City. 


In the past 10-year period all the 19 state-owned factories increased their 
production in terms of both quality and quantity. There was an increase of a 
factor of 209.82 when comparing the gross production for 1976 and 1985. Also, 
Vientiane Capital guided six more private factories to produce and distribute 
their goods for the government, and they did a good job at it. 


There is a tannery that sells 100 percent of its hides to the government. The 
fragrant soap factory sells 80 percent of its production to the government, 
and sometimes the amount of sales depends on the amount set by the contract of 
the trade company. 


In the past there were many difficulties concerning industry, handicrafts, and 
forestry production. For example, there was a lack of experience on the part 
of the cadres, under the oJ]d regime the factories all belonged to the private 
sector, and the factories were only for manufacturing because the raw 
materials were imported from abroad. By the time the government took over 
they were empty and many of them had been destroyed. There was a lack of 
technical documents. It was a very difficult time when the povernment took 
over the factories. However, the problems have gradually been solved 
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effectively. Although production and other tasks could not meet the expected 
plans, they ©*’ in a position to expand gradually and steadily. For example, 
the factories .... revived and now operate on a normal besis. As a result, 
the production quality has been improved. Some are able to produce for export 
as well as for domestic use. This has become a factor in Vientiane Capital's 
reputation as a city of production and its becoming self-sufficient in certain 
aspects, whereas before it was only a consuming city. Fach year Vientiane 
Capital has been able to decrease its requisition from the center each year. 
As for forestry, tree-felling is still being done systematically; they not 
only fell trees, but are also replanting hundreds of thousands of trees. 


Under the old regime Vietiane Capital depended only on imported goods and 
foreign technicians to lead its production and to manage its factorics. In 
forestry the people fought with each other to cut trees, and they sold them 
for their own advantage. They were out only for themselves, and thought 
nothing of the damage this would cause to their nation's rich natural 
resources. 


From the past we already know that the industry, handicraft, and forestry 
section of Vientiane Capital has become progressive step by step. However, 
there are still some tasks that have not been expanded as they should be. For 
example, economic planning and its transformation to the plan for each factory 
has not really be given attention. The summary of technical tasks was not 
done on a regualr basis, and as a result the follow-up in the production 
situation was not improved in a timely fashion. The management of the 
accounting-statitics plan is still not in accordance with regulations. 
Production has not yet gone up in quality, and it does not yet meet the 
standard, for example, materials for producing agricultural tools, fabrics, 
etc. However, the cadres and workers in various factorics are working hard to 
improve their production in terms of quality and quantity by focusing on the 
collective goal of the central authorities. 


9884 /13104 
CSO: 4206/21 
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SRV EXPERTS LEAVE--In an office in Vientiane Capital on the afternoon of 25 
October, Mr Sithon Sibounheung, vice minister, party committee member, and 
administrative committee member for Vientiane Capital, planning section chief 
and chief of the Vientiane-Hanoi Economic and Cultural Cooperation Committee, 
received a farewell visit by the Hanoi team of trade experts led by (Nguyen 
Dinh Thieu) following their completion of the project on technical and trade 
cooperation between Vientiane and Hanoi. During the farewell visit both 
discussed many issues regarding the success in carrying out the specialized 
tasks and in taking part in various forms of technical assistance which has 
been basically completed. On this occasion Mr Sithon Sibounheung also praised 
the special fraternal cooperation and friendship of Hanoi toward Vientiane, 
and he expressed his belief that cooperation on the part of our capital will 
be steadily and firmly promoted. At the same time Mr Sithon also represented 
the party committee and the administrative committee of Vientiane Capital! in 
wishing the Hanoi Capital team of trade experts a safe trip home. [Text] 
[Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 28 Oct 85 pp 1, 4) 9884/13104 


VIENTIANE CAPITAL RICE TRADE--According to news from the Vientiane Capital 
Agricultural, Irrigation, and Agricultural Co-op Section, there has been a 
gradual increase in wet rice and dry season rice production by farwers over 
the past 10-year period throughout Vientiane Capital. In 1976 there were only 
27,200 hectares of wet rice growing area in all of Vientiane Capital, and the 
[production] capacity was 1.5 tons per hectare. The cultivation area for dry 
season rice was 1.238 hectares, and production capacity was 1.6 tons per 
hectare. But in 1985 the wet rice cultivation area was 27,000 hectares, an 
increase of 36 percent, and the production capacity was 2.5 tons per hectare. 
The dry season rice cultivation area was 6,000 hectares, an incease by a 
factor of 5, and the production capaicty was 2 tons per hectare. The hill 
farming area, on the other hand, underwent a gradual decrease. In 1986 [as 
published] the hill farming area was 3,640 hectares, and in 1985 it fell to 
only 1,317 hectares. [Excerpts] [Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 31 Oct 85 p 
1) 9884/13104 


VIENTIANE PUBLIC SECURITY OPERATIONS--In order to guarantee the peace and 
happiness in Ban Xiang Gneun, Wat Chan Canton, Chanthaboulli District, 
Vientiane Capital, since January the cadres in the public security service 
[PSS] unit along with the guerrilla unit within this village organized 
themselves to guard their own area of responsibility. In the past they 
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captured three enemies and guarded their village over 2/0 times with over 
2,160 laborers. They suppressed and educated over 50 gamblers 7 times, seized 
smuggled items 3 times valued at over 200,000 kip, end also wiped out people 
who constituted a social danger 10 times. Moreover, the PSS unit and the 
guerrillas in this village educated 300 other misled persoza, and sent 
[illegible] of them to the district divison. They organized 49 people to 
guard 7 mectings, and guarded 6 different festivals with over 40 laborers. 
They held a course for the people in the PSS unit to study political documents 
twice with over 20 people attending, and they also held a course for the 
people of their own village to study docuemnts 4 times with over 1,000 persons 
attending. They worked in cooperation with the administrative committee to 
hold a course for studying documents 10 times with over 2,000 people 
attending. They expanded by adding more guerrillas, and they expanded the PSS 
units to 43 units. [Excerpt] [Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 25 Oct 85 pp 1, 
2] 9884/13104 


NATLONAL DAY GREETINGS--On the occasion of the celebration of the 10th 
founding anniversary of the LPDR, Phoun Sipaseut, vice chairman of the 
Council of Ministers and minister of foreign affairs, has received 

greetings messages from Hun Sen, foreign affairs minister of the PRK; 

Petur Mladenov, foreign affairs minister of the People's Republic of 
Bulgaria; Dr Peter Varkonyi, foreign affairs minister of the Hungarian 
People's Republic; Bohuslav Chnoupek, foreign affairs minister of the CSSR; 
and Kim Yong-nam, vice premier and foreign affairs minister of the DPRK. 

In their greetings messages, the foreign affairs ministers of those countries 
highly appraise the LPDR's foreign policy which is safeguarding 
peace, independence, friendship, and cooperation by strengthening the 
special solidarity and all-round cooperation with the SRV and the PRK, 
promoting and expanding the good-neighborly relations with various countries 
in Southeast Asia, and making a significant contribution to the common 
struggle of the socialist forces for democracy, peace, and progress in the 
world. [Text] [Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 1400 GMT 11 Dec 85] /12640 


CSC: 4206/36 
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SECRET MEETING BETWEEN MCA, PAS LEADERS REPORTED 





Paper Discloses Meeting 
Selangor SIN CHEW JIT POH MALAYSIA in Chinese 16 Sep 85 p 1 


[Text] According to a reliable and exclusive source today, a high-ranking 
leader of the Malaysian Chinese Association [MCA] not long ago had a meeting 
with his counterpart at the Partai Islam [PAS] to discuss how both sides can 
proceed to collaborate "the day the MCA quits the National Front." 


The source said that the MCA leader recently contacted PAS' No 3 man 
Nakhaie Ahmad in secret. 


The source declined to reveal to which faction the MCA leader belongs, 
although, like Nakhaie Ahmad, he was one of the top leaders in the MCA 
hierarchy. 


However, the SIN CHEW reporter got an impression that the MCA leader belongs 
to the ruling faction. 


The MCA-PAS contact also indicates that the possibility still exists that the 
MCA might withdraw from the National Front coalition. 


The source said that as the issue under discussion by the parties concerned 
is conditional on the hypothetical event which has not taken place, Nakhaie 
Ahmad was not in a position to provide any definitive answer. 





The source indicated that based on an analysis made by certain PAS members, 
there must be another faction within the MCA--apart from the Nio, Tan, and 
Mak cliques--which does not want to see the power struggle within the said 
party. So, strictly speaking, the MCA is now split into four factions. 


The source added that with the MCA disarrayed the way it is, there is no 
possibility for the PAS to discuss about collaboration with it. 


He said that if the MCA can be unified, and if the abovementioned hypo- 
thetical event takes place, collaboration between the two parties may become 
a reality. 
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PAS Clarifies Meeting 
Selangor KIN KWOK DAILY NEWS in Chinese 19 Sep 85 p 2 


[Text] Up to now the PAS has not had any contact with MCA senior leaders, 
but it confirms that it has met informally with an MCA's regional leader to 
talk about mutual understanding between both parties concerned without 
touching the problem of cooperation. 


Mohamad Nagiya [phonetic], PAS [word illegible] president, today pointed out 
that 2 months ago his party and an MCA state-level leader wet in Kotebaru 
and Kuala Lumpur separately, but he did not reveal the fact of the said MCA 
leader on grounds of discretion. 


He pointed out that contacts between top leaders of both parties have been 
limited to “extending feelers" over the phone. No formal meetings have 
taken place so far. 


On the questions of whether the MCA would quit the National Front or whether 
the PAS and MCA would cooperate to face the coming general election, Mohamad 
Nagiya said that not only the MCA but other parties, such as the Malaysian 
People's Movement [GERAKAN] and the Democratic Action Party [DAP], may 
discuss any problem with the PAS, including the question of cooperation. 


“However, if those parties wish to cooperate with the PAS, they must first of 
all study Islam's connotation of political power and accept Islamic rule." 


He added that the United Malays National Organization [UMNO] may also 
cooperate with the PAS, as long that they are willing to do away with their 
racist policy. 


On the other hand, Hsing Fu-chuang [phonetic], director of Chinese Division 
of PAS' Publicity Bure*:, said that in the coming general election, the PAS 
will definitely dispatch ethnic Chinese and Indian candidates to take part 
in the electioneering. 


Mr Hsing said that since the party held its “Islamic National Seminar" last 
February, he himself, Oon Poh Hin (of PAS Youth League), and Lee Kian Hiong 
(a vice chairman of PAS Titiwangsa branch) have received letters from many 
basic-level leaders expressing their dissatisfaction over UMNO's policies. 


"It is most evident that MCA's basic-level leaders are dissatisfied with 
UMNO's high-handed policy toward Chinese society, and they have hinted to 
"teach UMNO a lesson’ at the forthcoming general election." 


Mr Hsing pointed out that by now Chinese mass organizations in 12 different 
regions of Perak state, inclucing the Hin Han Association, have requested the 
PAS to explain the party's policies to them. 


He said that the PAS has written to the Federation of Associations of School 
Teachers and Trustees to get together for a dialogue on the 29th of this 
month, but no reply has been received so far. 
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Mr Hsing said that on 6 October the PAS will hold a nationwide “Islamic 
Countries Seminar” at the Language Publishing Bureau. Invitations to attend 
the seminar have been mailed out to various Chinese civic organizations. 


Lim Keng Yaik Denies Meeting 
Selangor SIN CHEW JIT POH MALAYSIA in Chinese 28 Sep 85 p 3 


[Text] Datuk Dr Lin Keng Yaik, president of the Malaysian People's Movement 
[GZRAKAN], today denied that his party has contacted the PAS. 


He said that at the present stage, there is no need for both parties to hold 
a dialogue. 


He also denied that the GERAKAN's basic-level leaders have met with three 
Chinese representatives of the PAS. 


Datuk Lim made these remarks after attending the opening ceremony of the 
36th general assembly of the UMNO. 


PAS Deputy President Nakhaie Ahmad once disclosed that a number of Chinese- 
based parties, including the MCA, GERAKAN, and DAP, have dispatched 
basic-level leaders to contact his party. 





9300/ 13046 
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LIM KIT SIANG PROPOSES DISCUSSION WITH PAS LEADERS 
Selangor KIN KWOK DAILY NEWS in Chinese 16 Sep 85 p 2 


[Text] In a cautiously-worded message, Lim Kit Siang, leader of the 
opposition, welcomed a statement made by Haji Abdul Hadi Awang, vice 
president of the Partai Islam [PAS], to the effect that the Islamic party 
opposes all manifestations of discrimination in Parliament based on race, 
language, and culture. 


Haji Hadi Awang was making a keynote speech at a dialogue between officers of 
the PAS Youth Wing and representatives of Chinese society held in Kuala 
Trengganu last night. He promised that if the PAS were in power and ruled 
the country according to Islam, all special privileges of Malays and the 
bumiputras would be abolished, and even the term “bumiputra” would also be 
scratched. 


Mr Lim, concurrently secretary general of the Democratic Action Party [DAP], 
said that in the coming central committee meeting next month, he will propose 
that the DAP invite PAS leaders to exchange views on their respective 
political outlooks, in order to better understand the Islamic party's 
political stand and struggle. 


Mr Lim supplemented his message by saying: "I wish to stress that this 
statement does not mean that the DAP is proposing an alliance with the PAS, 
because under the prevailing situation, it is difficult for an opposition 
party to get its stand and policies across to the public in a fair and 
meaningful way through the mass media. 


"If major political parties can get mutual understanding about their 
respective political viewpoints and policies, this would be conducive to a 
political order in Malaysis. In view of this, I will propose to the central 
committee of my party to invite also leaders of the United Malays National 
Organization [UMNO] for an exchange of views with those of the DAP and PAS 
parties.” 


In reply to a reporter's question why he added the word “cautiously” in his 
statement, Mr Lim said: “This was the first time in its 30 years’ history 
that the PAS issued a statement about its stand against discrimination. At 
the same time, we need to study and consider Hadi Awang's intention of 
setting up an Islamic nation here.” 
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Mr Lim termed Hadi Awang's statement on the PAS stand as a good development 
of Malaysian politics. "I am aware of the fact that the PAS would permit 
the establishment of private universities where a mother tongue may be used 
as a medium of teaching the students, the free development of various 
cultures, and the eradication of differing treatments for bumiputras and 
nonbumiputras." 


9300/ 13046 
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DAILY ON UK'S PULLOUT FROM UNESCO 
BK120945 Kuala Lumpur NEW STRAITS TIMES in English 10 Dec 85 p 14 
[Editorial: "Deliberation or Dilemma?"] 


[Text] Washington's withdrawal from the UN Educational, Scientific and Cul- 
tural Organisation last year arose from alleged mismanagement, an anti- 
Western bias, and the over-politicisation of UNESCO's activities. Britain 
under the present Conservative government has also cited these as reasons 
for its withdrawal, while Singapore has chosen to emphasise the mismanage- 
ment angle. 


Britain and Singapore may deny that their decision to quit at the end of the 
year has been influenced by the U.S. But the two countries share similar 
economic systems and political styles, and model themselves after Washing- 
ton's economic priorities. All three countries have more in common with one 
another than with the majority of nonaligned Third World nations that de- 
rive much from UNESCO and have decided to stay within it. 





The decision to quit is not without contention, with strong protest in Britain 
from among the parliamentary opposition and the more liberal ranks of the 
Conservative Party. There have also been objections to Washington's deci- 
sion with the U.S., while Singapore's position is not shared by the ASEAN 
partners. Quit decisions are not only defeatist; they deprive poorer coun- 
tries of certain development opportunities, and conflict with the spirit 

of international cooperation. 





The nature of UNESCO's responsibilities is not always utilitarian, seldom 
materialistic and never mercenary, which makes it difficult to assess their 
precise value-for-money worth so often expected by Western governments, which 
in turn are less disposed to appreciate their value to developing nations. 

If there is more compelling substance than confounding shadow in the "finan- 
cial mismanagement" thesis, why do the dissenting countries not remain in 
UNESCO to argue their case, rally support, and work for positive reforms? 


The same applies to allegations of over-politicisation and being anti-Western. 
Because the world has become increasingly complex, public projects sometimes 
cannot help falling within the ambit of some aspect of politics or other, to 
one degree or another. UN bodies also have to function amid overlapping 
political developments, and cannot always avoid political controversy. 
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With the growth in UNESCO's 160-member status coming steadily from newly 
independent nations, collective decisions resulting from the one-vote-per- 
country system may have drifted away from the traditional [word indistinct] 
of Western powers. The U.S. had contributed to a fourth of UNESCO's annual 
budget, and may not have seen a proportionate influence reflected in UNESCO's 
deliberations. It is ironic that the politicisation apparent so far lies 
less in the activities as such and more in the withdrawals themselves. 


Where difficulties arise in UNESCO, they are more likely to be overcome within 
the organisation than from outside it. One does not solve a problem by 
running away, just to sulk and spite for another day. Subjecting an organ- 
isation to financial blackmail is certainly not the most democratic or even 
the most effective means of achieving reform. 


UNESCO's General Conference--its top-level decisionmaking forum--next convenes 
in 1987, when a new leadership may be in the offing. Its administration 
should be open enough to be amenable to any desired changes, but these have 
first to be agreed upon by a majority of members. Similarly, the political 
systems of the dissenting countries that have withdrawn, or are considering 
withdrawal, should be open enough to afford them a serious re-think. 


/6662 
CSO: 4200/395 
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CURBING OF ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS ADVOCATED 
Selangor SIN CHEW JIT POH MALAYSIA in Chinese 14 Sep 85 p 26 
{[Editorial: “Guard Against Infiltration of Illegal Immigrants"] 


[Text] The other day, after officiating at the opening ceremony of the 
Agricultural Development Center, Deputy Prime Minister Datuk Musa Hitam 
told reporters that the government will take measures to guard against the 
infiltration of illegal immigrants, including the expansion of work area of 
the Special Task Force. 


He said that the force's field area will be extended to Sabah and Sarawak. 
Their job will not be restricted to handling illegal immigrants from 
Vietnam, but expanded to include Indonesian, Filipino, and Thai illegals. 


Datuk Musa's remark indicates that the problem of the infiltration of 
illegal immigrants into Malaysia from neighboring countries, as well as the 
threat they cause to our public order, is becoming more serious day by day. 


In recent years, a number of ruling and opposition parties and mass organi- 
zations have expressed their views one after another on our social problems 
caused by illegal immigrants and their hopes for the government to see the 
issue squarely and take appropriate measures. 


As a matter of fact, judging by the criminal offenses against our homes and 
womenfolk, and the harassment and threat to our fishermen on our country's 
east coast committed by these illegal immigrants, our tourism industry has 
been adversely affected, and our foreign exchange revenue has been curtailed. 


Furthermore, illegal immigrants and foreign workers have, to a certain 
degree, affected job opportunities for our multiracial citizens and worsened 
our unemployment problem. According to the 1983-84 Labor and Manpower 
Report, last year's unemployment rate was 6.2 percent, an increase of 0.2 
percent over 1983's figures. According to official statistics supplied by 
the Indonesian government, about 500,000 Indonesians live and work in 
Malaysia today. This is no small figure in proportion to our 15 million 
population and is likely to have an impact on the job opportunities of our 
own people. Therefore, before deciding to import foreign laborers, it is 
necessary for the authorities to consider the problem of tens of thousands of 
jobless people in our country. 
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Fully realizing the detrimental effects and consequences of illegal 
immigrants, the government has now decided to expand the work of our Special 
Task Force to nip the evil in the bud. This is an encouraging mov. indeed. 


On the other hand, the government should also pay close attent- a to the 
practice by certain politicians of arbitrarily issuing residence or 
recommendation certificates to illegal immigrants who have not acquired 
official entry visas. For this provides a dangerous gap for the illegals to 
slip and land on our soil. If this loophole is not plugged in time, all 
efforts of the Special Task Force will be of no avail. 


In the interest of our national tranquillity and the common benefit of our 
multiracial citizens, we hope the government will draw up more stringent laws 
against individuals or organizations that are aiding the infiltration of 
illegal immigrants. 


We also hope the public and the government would cooperate closely on this 
score. Whoever discovers an illegal immigrant from any country must report 
it to the authorities so the latter can take the necessary action right 
away. It is the duty of every citizen to block the infiltration of illegal 
immigrants. 


9300/ 13046 
CSO: 4205/2 
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PROMOTION OF MALA‘SIAN-CHINESE TRADE URGED 

New Prospects 
Selangor KIN KWOK DAILY NEWS in Chinese 9 Sep 85 p 2 
[Commentary: "New Prospects for Malaysian-Chinese Trade“] 


[Text] Although 10 years have passed since the establishment of diplomatic 
relations between Malaysia and China, bilateral trade between the two 
countries has not progressed normally; in spite of a good deal of efforts, 
it has not been possible to discard subjective, stumbling factors or score 
a breakthrough. 


Every year our country suffers an unfavorable balance of trade with China, 
and this deficit is most disadvantageous to us. Strong appeals to improve 
this inequilibrium have been voiced by the government and the public sector, 
yet all has been in vain. 


There is no denying that stagnation in trade is attributable to some 
political problems between the two countries. 


Ours is a developing nation, a country which is gradually moving toward 
burgeoning industries and industrialization. While we encourage foreign 
capitalists to invest and help the growth of our national economy and public 
prosperity, we also need to open up foreign markets especially for our 
primary products which require wider foreign outlets in order to earn 
foreign exchange. 


At a time when China is currently pursuing an open-door policy in inviting 
foreign investment, we must grasp this fine opportunity to market our 
products for China's vast population scattered in expansive areas. 


And China is a backward country. After being isolated from the outside world 
for many years, her people are interested in a curious about all sorts of 
things; any commodity can enter China's market and suit the taste of the 
Chinese people. 


However, due to certain factors, we allow this mammoth market to be grabbed 
by others. 
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As a matter of fact, many countries, especially Japan, Germany, and the 

United States, are interested in the Chinese market. Even Indonesia, reputed 
to be the most anti-Chinese, has begun to Jo business with China. Therefore, 
it is understandable why China is only lukewarm toward trading with Malaysia. 


But it is not too late to mend the fold even after some of the sheep have 
been lost. The authorities have positively taken the initiative to revise 
their strategy and wipe out certain provisions in order to facilitate 
Malaysian-Chinese trade dealings. This move should cause some excitement 
among business firms and is worthy of praise. 


So far, however, there has been no official announcement about new, detailed 
plans to be adhered to by firms which intend to do business with China, 
although some cabinet winisters have made some indications about them. 


We think that if the authorities really want to open up the huge Chinese 
market, we must speedily eradicate all unnecessary and overelaborate 
formalities [red tape] and draw up new regulations after consulting with 
various business firms. 


Only after making the correct diagnosis can we prescribe the proper medicine, 
otherwise all talk about improving Malaysian-Chinese Trade will remain talk 
only, but no action. 


In fact, no prejudice is tolerated for the handling of Malaysian-Chinese 
trade problems. Although Malaysian citizens of Chinese ancestry have 
cultural and racial relationship with their motherland, their roots are 
planted in this country. Consequently, their words and deeds have Malaysia's 
national interests at heart; the basis of their doing business with China is 
also for national interests, but definitely not to harm them. It would be 
wise for the authorities to understand this point. 


If the authorities can eradicate these unnecessary worries, we believe that 
Malaysian-Chinese relations will develop speedily. 


Improve Relations Further 
Selangor SIN CHEW JIT POH MALAYSIA in Chinese 10 Sep 85 p 28 
{Editorial: "Do More To Improve Malaysian-Chinese Trade Relations") 


[Text] Developing Malaysian-Chinese trade relations and opening up the 
China market have become wide-ranging topics of discussion by the government 
and among business circles. This not only reflects the close attention of 
the government and the public but to a great degree also indicates that 
Prime Minister Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir will make all necessary efforts to 
improve the bilateral trade relations when he visits China in November this 
year. 


As far as government officials are concerned, the talk by Education Minister 
Datuk Abdullah Badawi attracts the widest public attention. He maintains 
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that Malaysia should attach great importance to the Chinese market and 
asserts that China's modernization plans will provide many investment 
opportunities to our country. 


Haji Muhyiddin, deputy minister of trade and industry, maintains that local 
Chinese businessmen should take the initiative of visiting China to open up 
the market there. He believes that they will enjoy great advantage by 
virtue of their ability in speaking the Chinese language, although it is 
very difficult for Malaysia to break into the Chinese market because of the 
prevailing standoff between the two countries. 


Judging by these remarks, it is definite that the China market has a strong 
appeal to Malaysia and other foreign countries. It appears that the main 
stumbling block is that the questions of direct trading and “security” have 
not been resolved. 


At the moment, a real problem facing the leaders of both countries is whether 
they want to continue to accept these questions as hindrances to bilateral 
trading. We believe that the answer shou'’d be in the negative. Therefore, 
we maintain that as long as both sides are sincere, and after weighing the 
advantages and disadvantages, there is no reason not to pierce through the 
current unhappy situation. 


We all know that many late leaders of both countries spared no effort and 
devoted their entire energy and thought in the interest of the government 
and people of both countries, which culminated in the establishment of 
Malaysian-Chinese diplomatic ties and the writing of a new chapter of the 
bilateral relationship. Today, leaders of both countries should act on the 
orders of their elder generation and develop Malaysian-Chinese relations. 


At present, members of ASEAN countries, including Singapore and Indonesia 
which have no diplomatic ties with China, have adopted vigorous actions to 
open up the China market. As we have had 10 years of formal ties with 

China, Malaysia naturally is in a better position to do business with China. 
It simply doesn't make sense if we lag behind other ASEAN countries in our 
efforts to grasp the China market. This point deserves a serious examination 
by our leaders. 


How the Malaysian-Chinese relationship will develop mainly depends on the 
efforts of the leaders of both countries concerned. Opening up the China 
market means that we must not only give full play to the zeal of all business- 
men in our country, but also rely on government aid, coordination, and 
support. This is because our country is a developing nation where commercial 
and industrial know-how as well as economic strength of individual businessmen 
are not adequate. If we ask tusinessmen to go it alone, we will get half 

the result with twice the effort, and they will not be able to compete 
effectively with industrialized countries. 


We feel that on this score the government should learn from Japan. Japan 
is the world's most successful exporting country. The reason she can compete 
with the United States in export trade so effectively is because the 
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Japanese government gave massive financial aid and export rewards to 
Japanese businessmen during the 1960's, 


In view of this, we believe that the government should adopt appropriate 
measures, including the lifting and simplification of restrictions of 
visitations to China, and give local importers and exporters financial aid 
and export facilities to prepare themselves for opening up the China 
market. 


9300/ 13046 
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CUT IN GOVERNMENT WORKERS THROUGH PRIVATIZATION PLANNED 
Minister Cites Reasons 
Kuala Lumpur UTUSAN MALAYSIA in Malay 14 Oct 85 pp 1, 6 


[Article by Embong Haji Muhammad: "Government Wants To Reduce Number of Gov- 
ernment Workers; Khalil Says It Will Be Carried Out Through Privatization"] 


[Text] Kuala Terengganu, 13 Oct--Datuk Haji Khalil Yaakob, a minister employed 
in the prime minister's office, said the government is considering the adoption 
of a privatization plan to reduce the number of civil servants and officials 
now in government service. 


The governmeat would transfer these employees directly to private concerns, he 
remarked. 


He explained that under this scheme, the government would guarantee that the 
officials and staff involved would suffer no losses. Their salaries would not 
be cut, and they would retain the right to a pension after serving for more 
tham 10 years. 


Speaking during a dialogue meeting held with 300 members of the UMNO [United 
Malays National Organization] welfare and labor relations committees and labor 
relations advisory committees of UMNO trade unions in the UMNO Building here 
today, Datuk Haji Khalil informed his listeners that the government was unable 
to meet the salary increases demanded by the trade unions. 


The minister, who is also chairman of the Malaysian UMNO Labor Bureau, said 
880,000 officials and civil servants were employed by the government at vari- 
ous grade levels. 


If they were granted a salary increase of one ringgit per person, the govern- 
ment would have to expend $880,000 [Malaysian dollars] a month. This did not 
include an increase in the pensions awarded retired officials and civil serv- 
ants. 


Malaysia has more government officials and civil servants than any other small, 
developing country, he said. 


There is one civil servant for every six workers in this country, he added. 
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Datuk Khalil denied the allegation cf those who said the government purposely 
found reasons to reject the wage demands presented by the trade unions. 


The government, he said,was sincere and honest in its dealings t ith its civil 
servants and officials. 


He said the government had always taken into consideration the problems faced 
by its civil servants and officials, and in 1980 it had granted them a very fair 
raise. 


Following this raise, it had revised the pension system so that pensions 
could be awarded to families of deceased civil servants, Datuk Haji Khalil ad- 
ded. 


He said further that the government earlier had resolved many of the problems 
faced by the trade unions. 


Therefore, he went on, if any official or civil servant had a problem, it could 
be submitted to the chief of his service for forwarding to the Public Services 
Department (JPA). 


Datuk Haji Khalil deried that he was reluctant to meet with trade union lead- 
ers to discuss problems including wage demands. 


"In reality, it is the trade unions who do not want to meet with me. They only 
want to meet with the prime minister. 


"Not long ago, several trade union leaders met with me, and I sincerely wel- 
comed their visit,” he said. 


Editorial Comments on Plan 
Kuala Lumpur UTUSAN MALAYSIA in Malay 15 Oct 85 p 8 


[Text] The current economic and financial recession drove the government of 
this country to study the size of the public service staff. With means now 
available, the government clearly cannot add to the number of civil servants 
now employed. Rather, it has found that it is too co. iy to support the 
880,000 officials and civil servants now employed. [1 is thus forced to grant 
a far smaller salary increase than what had been requested by the trade unions. 








The government clearly had no choice but to reduce the number of its civil serv- 
ants. This was weighed by the minister responsible for public services, Datuk 
Khalil Yaacob said yesterday in Terengganu. Will this force the government to 
release employees as was done by several electronic firms in Pinang Island and 
in a number of other places in Malaysia? 


The answer is no, and those involved, of course, are happy with the guarantce 
offered. Actually, discharging employees is only one way of reducing manpower 
although it is a very sad thing to have to carry out. A more honorable way can 
be found, for instance by paying suitable compensation to those discharged. 
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An even better way is to stress the dismissal of those who are almost ready to 
retire by offering them an attractive retirement bonus. 


However, in the case of the public sector, it appears that there will not be a 
wholesale reduction in force because the government has decided to carry out 
the reduction in force through the privatization of certain government positions. 


This is not all. Qualified workers involved who would ordinarily receive a 
pension under a government scheme, usually those who have served for more than 
10 years, are guaranteed a pension when they retire from their new positions. 
Clearly, no one should contest the efforts of the government in view of the 
prospective benefits to be received. Rather, employees who may be separated or 
who do not want to enter the private sector should be grateful because they are 
guaranteed a job, and they will not meet the same fates as their counterparts 
in the private sector. 


In addition, we believe the government will also offer the employees in govern- 
ment departments or agencies, whose positions have been privatized, an oppor- 
tunity to obtain shares as was done in the case of the Malaysia Airline Com- 
pany (MAS). By becoming shareholders. the employees should not feel they are 
merely jobholders but should really wo:« fur the advancement of the company in 
which they are shareholders. If that - .«pany makes a profit, they as share- 
holders will share in the profits. 


6804 
CSO: 4213/42 
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COMMENTARY OPPOSES IMPORTATION OF FOREIGN LABORERS 
Selangor KIN KWOK DAILY NEWS in Chinese 23 Aug 85 p 2 
{[Commentary: "Strictly Forbid the Importation of Laborers Forthwith"] 


[Text] On the 20th of this month, our country again signed an agreement with 
another country--Bengal--to facilitate the importation of Bengali farm 
laborers. Previously, our country had also imported large numbers of 
Indonesian and Filipino laborers. Whether we need so many foreign laborers 
at the present stage of development is open to doubt. 


Although Deputy Prime Minister Musa Hitam once said that our country is 
faciag labor shortage because our people sre not interested in low-paying 
construction, plantation, and farm work, we are still at a loss as to what 
reasons or principle our government has based on for pursuing an open-door 
policy toward foreign laborers. The government's argument is hardly credible. 
It is not a wise policy to import large numbers of foreign laborers, 
especially at a time when our country is facing a recession and our unemploy- 
ment rate is on the rise. 


Ever since several years ago whea the waves of world economic recession hit 
our country, many of our primary products have been stagnant in foreign 
markets, while their prices have plummeted on account of trade protectionism 
imposed by various countries. The steep drop in prices has resulted in 
massive reduction of production of our economic lifeline products, such as 
rubber, tin ore, and palm oil, even down to the point of bankruptcy of certain 
firms. Many workers have been forced to change their line of work. With our 
economy in a state of stagnation, many firms have laid off their employees, 
creating a situation of “the gruel is meager and the monks are many." There 
has not been enough work to go around, and under such a situation, our 
country’s unemployment rate has been steadily increasing year after year. 


Now that our neighboring Singapore is facing economic recession and its 
construction industry is slowing down, our laborers are bound to be 
affected, which in turn would worsen our unemployment problen. 


We presume that our government thoroughly understands our country's current 
situation, yet why does it import foreign workers? 
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Leaving aside for the time being the scourge of these foreign laborers to 

our public order, their wresting of jobs from the hands of our own people 
alone already constitutzs a big problem. At the same time, these foreign 
laborers are exempted from paying taxes while enjoying all kinds of 
facilities in our country; this is most unfair to our taxpayers. Haven't 

the authorities ever considered or studied the disgust of our people against 
the foreign workers’ free enjoyment of our country's development, which might 
even lead to untoward incidents? 


More regrettably, the money these foreign laborers earn in our country is not 
spent here but remitted bit by bit to their home countries. This is a drain 
of our national wealth, a big loss to our national economy. 


At a time when our economy is slack and when other countries strictly forbid 
immigrants and restrict the importation of laborers, we really are puzzled 
why we open our doors widely and import foreign laborers in large numbers, 
and these laborers are detrimental to our society aad economy. 


Our country is not short of labor; in fact, the opposite is true, we have 
too many laborers. Yet why do the authorities behave the way they do? If 
they argue that the facilities found at work sites are poor, or that the 
wages are too low, and therefore local workers are not interested, this is 
not a credible reason for our government to import foreign laborers, because 
this involves a problem of working conditions, and not a question of labor 
shortage. If by opening the doors to foreign laborers the authorities mean 
to retaliate against local work force, that would be an unwise decision, the 
worst thing to do. For the aftermath and consequences would be very serious, 
and the government will have to pay a heavy price. Haven't the authorities 
studied the matter thoroughly? 


The open-door policy of importing foreign laborers should be reviewed. We 
must immediately take measures, draw up laws, restrict immigrants, and 
strictly forbid the importation of foreign laborers before it is too late. 
This is our hope and expectation of our people as well. 


9300/13046 
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EFFECTS OF TIN INDUSTRY FAILURE EXAMINED 
Penang THE STAR in English 1 Dec 85 p 6 
[Article by Foong Thim Leng: "Tin Fallout's Other Victims") 


[Text] The death knell for the tin industry also rings for several other 
industries, «irectly or indirectly related to mine operations in the Kinta 
Valley. 


These are the foundries, the timber dealers, hardware shops, second-hand 
goods dealers, oil companies, heavy machinery firms and transport companies, 
which have grown up over the decades with Perak's mines. 


Such companies seem condemned to lose millions of dollars. As mines close 
down, they have no one to sell their machinery or goods to and no way of 
recovering money that is owed to them. 


Those with large capital are fighting hard with the aid of reserve funds 
to just cover overhead costs. 


Most of the affected companies have cut back production and working hours. 
Others have simply suspended operations. 


Mr Jimmy Loke Yoon Chee, a director of Kwong Lee Yoon Foundry Sdn Bhd, 

said: “Orders for castings amounting to $100,000 for the dredges and $60,000 
for gravel pump mines were stopped when the trading of tin was suspended on 
Oct. 24." 


Mr Loke said many foundries in Perak had been operating on a three-day 
week after the imposition of the tin quota in 1982 but his company managed 
to maintain a six-day week for its 22 workers. 


It was fortunate in that it does not depend on the mines alone, supplying 
various other industries as well and hence the need for cutbacks has yet to 
arise. 


However, in happier times, the foundry which has the largest output of iron 
and steel castings in the country, used to supply the bulk of its castings, 
impellers and made-to-order gear parts to the mines. 
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Mr Kong Tong, 50, and his brother Kong Wah, 39, of Chee Woh Foundry in 
Jalan Lahat, Ipoh, were not so fortunate as mines are their sole clients. 


"We did not sell a single piece of casting or pipe this month," lamented 
Mr Kong Wah. The foundry had averaged $40,000 is sales a month previously. 


Mr Kong Wah said sales started to decline last year and his 25 employees had 
been working a four-day week for the past one year. 


"We are now stockpiling our products but we cannot hope to carry on much 
longer. The workers will be retrenched if all the mines are closed," he 
said. 


Mr Kong Wah said other small foundries along the road had closed down while 
a large company nearby retrenched 50 of its workers this month. 


And several others which major in repairing gravel pumps in Gopeng and 
Kampar had also wound up. 


Some 10 per cent of the hardware dealers in the State are similarly affected 
because their main customers were tin mine operators. 


"Business has dropped by 80 per cent since Oct. 24 for these companies," 
said Mr Koh Chong Wan, president of the 100-strong Perak Chinese Hardware 
Dealers Association. 


These shops used to supply several thousand metres of water and sand pipes 
to the mines each month, not to mention other things like nails and steel 
chains. Their losses run into thousands of dollars a month. 


Other hardware shops not so dependent on the mines for business are ex- 
periencing a 30 per cent drop in sales. 


"One of our members closed shop recently while a few others will not last 
until the end of the year,” Mr Koh said. 


Cash flow problems are common and the dealers have stopped taking in new 
workers entirely. 


The mining industry is also a big consumer of timber, accounting for tens 
of thousands of tonnes of timber to the mines a month before the tin quota 
was imposed. 


(About five tonnes of sawn timber is used to erect an average-size palong 
and each of the timber dealers sells about 100 tonnes of timber a month.) 


Thye Lee Timber Dealers in Menglembu was forced to suspend operations last 
week after supplying timber to the mines for over 20 years. 





The owner, 76-year-old Koo Yin Miow, said: "We only managed to supply an 
average of 50 tonnes of sawn timber a month to the mines early this year. 
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"The orders kept declining until there were none at all this month. 


"Miners owe us about $70,000 and their business being so uncertain, they do 
not even dare to issue post-dated cheques." 


Mr Koo said it was no use taking legal action because he could not expect 
mines which had ceased operations to pay up. "Moreover, we have always 
operated on the basis of mutual trust," he added. 


Alternative 


In the meantime, he pays his workers three days’ salary although they work a 
five-day week. 


The company has retained two clerks and three of its 20 workers to dispose 
about 1,000 tonnes of sawn timber stock. 


Mr Koo said the alternative was to sell to the construction companies but 
the sector was also hit by recession. And he will face stiff competition 
from established companies which deal directly with the contractors. 


Also affected by the closure of mines are the oil companies which supply 
diesel to work the machines in the mines. 


A gravel pump mine uses about 90,900 litres of diesel a month. At 59.1 
cents a litre, the transaction amounts to $54,000. 


Thus, the oil companies stand to lose millions of dollars as the mines 
continue to lie idle. 


Already about 150 gravel pump mines in the Kinta Valley have suspended 
operations in the last month. 


A spokesman for an oil company said the tin mines had been the industry's 
main customers for many years. 


"Sales have been halved since the imposition of the tin export quota. 


"And with the tin trading crisis, sales dropped by another 30 per cent early 
this month." 


He continued: "We have diversified our sales to the manufacturing industries 
and the transport sector but we miss the mines because they were our major 
customers." 


At Jalan Bendahara in Ipoh, 10 used parts dealers are feeling the pinch. 
They have yet to close a single sale with the mines this month. 


Partner of Bala Store, Mr M. Vadiveloo, 53, said miners used to buy second- 
hand water and sand pipes, vehicle spare parts, pulleys, chain blocks and 


pumps. 


35 








He said the dealers were in a dilemma as they did not have the cash to 
purchase other types of goods to cater for the other sectors. So they're 
keeping their fingers crossed that trading in tin will resume soon so that 
they can at least collect the money owed them by the miners. 


Problems 


Mr Vadiveloo, who has been in the business for 37 years, estimated that he 
would be able to hang on for three months. 


For dealers in lorries and reconditioned excavators, the situation is just 
as bad. 


B & F Holdings Sdn Bhd managing director Yap Booi Lek said he was thinking 
of branching into selling other vehicles. 


Mr Yap said the company did not make any sales to the miners this month 
and failure to collect debts resulted in turnover problems for the company. 


He said some miners and transport companies had stopped paying the instal- 
ments on the vehicles they hire-purchased. Income from repairs had dropped 
tremendously. 


Mr Toh Muen Yon, proprietor of the Lee Fong Amang factory near Menglembu, 
said the closure of tin mines would mean an end for the amang industry. 


He said the purchase of amang had stopped as the price of tin was not 
known. 


"We can't submit our tenders for amang as a wrong estimate will result in 
losses for us," he said. 


Mr Toh said most of the amang factories were now working with stock purchased 


before the suspension of tin trading. 
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FUNDS ALLOCATED FOR POWER STATIONS 
Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 28 Nov 85 p 22 
{Article by Ahirudin Attan: "$6.5bn to be Spent To Build Power Stations") 


[Text] The National Electricity Board will spend some $6.5 billion under the 
Fifth Malaysian Plan to build power stations in strategic spots all over the 
country to boost supply, general manager Datuk Mohamad Jalaluddin bin 
Zainuddin said yesterday. 


It also plans to spend another $150 million a year over the next five years 
to further improve the transmission system, he added. 


Datuk Jalaluddin spoke to reporters after opering a course on the Electricity 
Act 1949 in Kuala Lumpur yesterday. 


He said the government is allocating some $1.3 billion a year for the board 
to carry out its power plant development projects through 1990. 


Datuk Jalaluddin said the NEB will call for tenders soon to ensure that all 
projects are on schedule. This should prevent delays in the completion of 
future projects. 


He explained that in the past, many plants were not able to be completed and 
to function in time because of the incompetency of some contractors. That 
could affect the NEB's financial viability, he added. 


Datuk Jalaluddin said several possible locations for power plants have been 
identified. These include Ulu Terengganu, Sungai Piah in Perak, and Pergau 
in Kelantan. 


Datuk Jalaluddin confirmed past reports that the NEB will only build hydro- 
electric stations and dual and triple-fired power plants that have the 
capability to use gas, coal, and oil. 


"The NEB will not build any more oil-fired power plants," he added. As 


reported, this move is an effort to ensure the country's stable energy 
future by reducing overdependence on oil. 
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It is also in line with Malaysia's four-fuel strategy through which the 
government aims to reduce oil consumption by the commercial sector to below 
10 per cent by the end of the century. 


Datuk Jalaluddin said that consumers, especially in the rural areas, will 
continue to be plagued by the problem of insufficient electricity supplies 
in the next five years because of the long construction period for the new 
plants. Also, the present transmission system lacks capacity to cater to 
all consumers. 


He said the NEB has the capacity to improve the system without having to 
import foreign technology. 


The NEB is also moving quickly to speed electricity to the rural areas with 
its mini-hydro projects. Datuk Jalaluddin said that to date about 22 mini- 
hydro projects have been developed. Another 16 mini-hydro projects, to be 
funded by the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank, will be developed 
in the next five years. 


The mini-hydro projects are the best option for electricity to reach remote 
areas. Past practices of supplying electricity through diesel stations and 
temporary supplies are not preferred now because of cost-inefficiency and 
service problems. 
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BRIEFS 


CALL FOR MODERATE RELIGIOUS TEACHING--The prime minister, Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir 
Mohamed, says moderate values will prevent extremism from taking root among 
the Muslims. In this regard, religious teachers play an important part in 
that they can inculcate the right values among students. They can also help 
the government in its effort to inject Islamic values in the administration. 
The prime minister points out that the Kampung Memali incident would not have 
happened if religious teachers had not misused their position and advocated 
deviationist teaching. As such, he urges them to promote moderate values 
among the Muslim community in order to prevent any untoward incident. Datuk 
Sri Dr Mahathir was opening the 14th annual general meeting of the West 
Malaysia Teachers’ Union in Alro Setar, Kedah this morning. He believes that 
with their experience and knowledge, religious teachers will be able to con- 
tribute towards greater development of Islam in the country. Later, speaking 
to newsmen the prime minister said he would study the final report of the 

BMF committee of inquiry before making any comment. The 3-man committee 
headed by Auditor General Tan Sri Ahmad Nordin Zakaria had submitted the re- 
port to Bank Bumiputera Malaysia Berhad. [Text] [Kuala Lumpur International 
Service in English 0600 GMT 13 Dec 85 BK] /6662 


CSO: 4200/395 
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OPM REBELS SEEK TALKS WITH WINGTI 


Port Moresby PAPUA NEW GUINEA POST-COURIER in English 6 Dec 85 p 1 





[Text] Three leaders of the They want to get Senior members of 
OPM (Free Papua for their bid the Government, more 
Movement) were to be re-settied in s to the re- 
flown inte Port another country and fugees’ plight than 
by late yesterday in a travel to the United Es governments, are 

Nations to put their ikely to be held in 
eration. free West Papua. firm policy and the 
They were flown The three men, all awareness of Indone- 
from Kiunga in the bearded and weari sian teaderness on the 
Western Province in a fur hats, were issue. 
chartered Talair Cess- to Port Moresby by One experienced 
na 462, which taxied several Government coalition leader said 
te the fenced-off De- officers, including 4 last night it was not 
fence Force part of — —* payee likely the OPM 
Airport. a National Intelli- p's request for an 
Two Defence vehi- gence Organisation erview with Mr 
cles and a Govern- operative, and a Fore- w would be met. 
ment ministerial car ign Affairs officer. “We cannot meet 
left the airpert soon It is understood they at any 
after and it is believed have net been formal- potitical as this 
the three OPM leaders ly detained or charged would be giving them 
were in one of the with offence. ” he 
vehicles. The Indonesian The new Govern- 
The men are Gerar- Ambassador, Mr ment's style of deci- 
dus Tommy, said to be Secpome, went to sion-making is to have 
the commander of F Affairs to con- representatives of 
CPM forces in the sult the Secretary, Mr each of the coalition 
southern part of Irian Dihm, about the Gov partners meet and 
* his political ernment’s dealings reach a consensus. 
, Aries Wader, with the OPM leaders. 
and another assistant, Meanwhile. a senior 
David Tiemka. effiver of the United 
Foreign Affairs ons H Commis- 
Minister Mr Vagi was >on for fugees is 
briefed last night by expected to arrive in 
his own staff on the Port Moresby on Mon- 
latest developments day for talks with the 
with the OPM, who Government. 
were interviewed at His visit is believed 
th at Kiunga. to be coincidental, but 
three men are he is expected to be 
believed to have told pressed to organise a 
people at Kiunga that country to resettle the 
they expected to have men as soon as possi- 
an interview with the bie in line with Mr 
Prime Minister, Mr Vagi'’s wishes. 
Wingti, at Port 
Moresby. 
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Port Moresby PAPUA NEW GUINEA POST-COURIER in English 5 Dec 85 p 2 


[Article by Noel Pascoe] 


TOP OPM REBEL IN PNG 


[Text ] 
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA TO OPEN EMBASSY IN BRJING 
HK191504 liong Kong AFP in English 1501 GMT 19 Dec 85 


[Text] Port Moresby, 19 Dec (AFP)--Papua New Guinea is to open an embassy 
in Beijing to facilitate business dealings with China, Prime Mirister Paias 
Wingti announced here, the AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATED PRESS reported. 


Mr Wingti, speaking yesterday, said that his cabinet had directed Foreign 
Affairs Minister Legu Vagi to formulate policy measures for the diversifica- 
tion of the country's foreign relations, AAP added. 


Mr Wingti visited China in 1983 while he was deputy prime minister in the 
previous government and arranged a seven million kina (about 6.8 million 
dollar) soft loan. Mr Wingti became prime minister after beating Michael 
Somare in a non-confidence motion on 21 November. 


The Beijing office was being set up purely for economic reasons, Mr Wingti 
said. 


"Diplomacy is a vital tool for securing our interests abroad. We therefore 
need to manage and co-ordinate all our dealings with foreign governments and 
organizations,” AAP quoted him as saying. 


Mr Wingti said the possibility of opening other new overseas offices would 
be considered in the new year. 


/9274 
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EXPORTERS SLASH TRADE IMBALANCE 
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Port Moresby PAPUA NEW GUINEA POST-COURIER in English 6 Dec 85 p 18 


[Text } 


/13046 
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There had been a significant increase in PNG to 
New Zealand — in a narrowing of the trode gap 
between the two 

That's the word from He said the talks in 
the deputy secretary for itiated in 1981. provided 
trade with the New Zea- a valuable opportunity 
land Trade and to review developmehts 
Department, Mr Tedi in bilateral and regionai 
Woodfield. trade, discuss trade 

He the efforts issues. and look ai ways 
of G exporters, the to stimulate economic 
high commissions of the tion. 
two countries and the is now running 
South Pacific Regional at around five to one in 
Trade and Economic NZ's favor 
Co-operation Agree “In years the 
ment balance has stood at 

He said the notable around 11 to one & NZ 
PNG exports to New “Both sides looked to 

were coffee tea. continuing improve- 
timber, cocoa and ment in the balance of 
prawns. | 

Mr Woodfield was 4 | gen 
commenting on u re- SS — 
cently concluded bi- atte to increase Ks mer. 

a trade talks be ket share in PNG, PNG 
tween the two countries + sgt ~ 1 

Port Moresby ar ring an in- 
ane im , crease to their exports 

“Coffee exports, espe- 
cially, now account for a 
quarter of NZ's total 
annual coffee imports,” 

he said 
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


NEW IRELAND GOLD RESERVES ASSESSED 


Port Moresby PAPUA NEW GUINEA POST-COURIER in English 6 Dec 85 p 18 
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PHILIPPINES 


ARTICLE CLAIMS POLITICAL VIOLENCE WORSENING 


Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MATAYA (SUNDAY Supplement) in Fnglish 8 Dec 85 pp 


3-5 


[Article by Alan Jazmines: “As the world celebrates Human Rights Day on Dec. 
10 . . « Look at the blood-stained human rights record of the US-Marcos 


dictatorship” ] 


{Text ] 
o the “silent majority,” the Aquino 
assassination mop that books 
the back of their silence. 
To the forces of repression, how- 
ever, it was a signal fire that broke 
whatever were the inhibitions of thea 
guns. For, since the assassination at the 
Manila International Airport in August 1983, 
there has been a big surge in politically. moti 
vated massacres, “salvagings” and involuntary 
disappearances, as well as arrests and deten. 
tion and other forms of human rights abuses. 
To be wre, the trinity of crisis, repression 
and resistance was alicady there at the out 
set; the Aquino assassination only mtensified 
these. What we have is a now irreversible, 
ascending spiral of repression and resistance 
which will end only with the triumph of 
popular resistance. 
The wend is clear from the reports of the 
Task Force Detainees of the Philippines 
(IT DP): Political arrests, which numbered 
962 in 1980, rose to 2,088 by 1983 and fur. 
ther jumped to 4,168 in 1984, For just the 
first half of this year, the figure is already 
2,371. Involuntary disappearances, which 
numbered only 10 in 1978, rose to 145 m 
1983 and 158 in 1984, For just the firse halt 
of this year, the figure is already 117. “Sal 





vagings”, which numbered 51 m 1977 rose to 
368 m 1983 and further jumped to 518 in 
1984, In the first half of this year, 219 have 
beon reported as “salvaged”, The same wend 
holds true with other forms of human rights 
violations. 

At present, there remam some 600 oF so 
political detainees languishing in the various 
military camps, detention centers and prisons 
throughout the country, a drop of some 200 
from - year. This, however, is by no means 
an indication of any wmprovement in the 
repime’'s hucnan rights record, Because, on the 
8 hand, the rate of “salvagings” and in 
voluntary disappearances has drastically 
increased m recent years. In fact, “salvagings” 
and disappearane es have now lace me so fam 
jr atet that poople suddenly disrp pre at left ane 
right ane! mongled conpses turn out hore and 
there 4 old if bn that the present rate ol 
alent 700 “salvagings” and involuntary dis 
apprarences year more than makes up for the 
reco d mmber of preolitie al chetam ees by ing 
kept m preson? Has thas something to do with 
the fact thot the pawe of preoditac al deteninon 
has ec tea’ tag ly bare mec a “oanee ol etih wiawss 
reel tt thee rege, « qr <1 lly Loe vise of the 
let ofl nease made Ivy prertatac al detamecs, thew 
tr lative 5 and iri nds and latenan rights avcly 1 
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cates? Has this something to do with the tact 
that the PDA of Preventive Detention Action 
has become the subject of criticism from prac 
tically all quarters of Philippine society and 
has become more and more indefensible? 

As always, those who have borne the brunt 
of the ——— are the lower classes of 
society, especially the peasants and workers. 

A great majority of those who have directly 
suffered violations of the human rights are 
the peasants not only because they are prin- 

c 2* in the battlefield being contested 
by the military and the insurgents, but more 
especially because they are generally sympa- 
thetic to the latter and hostile to the former. 


FORCED EVACUATION 


he mast extensive form of violation of 

the human rights of peasants is their 
forced evacuation from the barrios and 
ticlds. In some cases, they are forced to 
“settle” im strategic hamlets or around towns, 
military farrisons or detachments so that 
almost every detail of their production and 
commence, inch ding the disposition of chew 
produce and even their purchases of commo 
dities fur consumption, is tightly controlled 
by the military m order to prevent such 
produce and commodities from getting into 
the hands of the insurgents. These strategic 
hamlets are virtually concentration camps. 

I» other cases, though, they are allowed to 
disperse as long as they do not return to their 
barrios and fields which the military has com- 

ited into free-fire zones, as they have done 

: Salug Valley in Northwest Mindanao. Vic 
cys of such forced evacuations number more 
than 500,000. In an unpublished report, the 
Philipyane National Cross counts the 
momber of displaced peasant families at 
1.140,000 (roughly 5,700,000 persons at 5.5 
members per peasant household), quite a Large 
figure but it still has to be verified, The su fler 
inoges orn litle ulties the victims of these 
lorced evactiations go through are such that 
TOL Zam loanpa del Sur, for exarngrle ‘ 
one would find peasant families preferring to 
sell chew children for 150,00, actually hoping 
that by selling them away thei childien will 


hin Statve, 








While the prcat majority of victinns of mas. 
sacres, “salvagings” and involuntary dis- 


appecatances have always been peasants, 


followed by workers, this year saw a rise in 
politically-motivated killings, abductions, 


arrests and hatassinewt of professionals and 


others tom the middle class (including 
priests, journalists, lawyers, doctors, etc.), 
aud, fox the first time, of human rights 
workers. The former reflects the incronsed 
participation of the middle class in the 
protest movement these recent years. Th 
latter reflects the degree to which the 
regime has become so indiscrimine te ttat 
even those who used to be allowed to <.ane 
to the defense of victims of human rights 
violations now find themselves the 
victims of these self same violations. 


AMONG THE FEW 


o mention a few: Lawyers Autonio 

Arellano, Laurente Ilagan and Marcos 
Risonar Jr., members of the Free Legal 
Assistance Group (FLAG) in Davao City, 
whose order for release issued by the 
Supreme Court was ignored by the 
mibtary and later mooted by the Supreme 
Court itself, still in prison at Camp ) 
Bagong |)iwa, Bicutan, after eight months 
and sill awaiting thes chance at due 
process im couct; Romeo Astu dillo and 
Alberto Benesa, FLAG lawyers in Abra, 
still im pron after more than eight 
months; Romraflo Tecjo, Davao del Norte 
FLAG lawyer and TPDP-Davao del Norte . 
worker, shot dead in his howse last April 2; . 
Crisostomo Cailing, FLAG lawyer in 
Misam is Oriental, shot dead last July 6; 
four other Mindanao human rights lawyers, 
placed inthe military's “order of battle”; 
Furocimo Inamarga, TPDP-Aklan worker, 
shot dead on July 16 by an ICHDF 
clement m Malineo, Aklan; Rigaldy Mag- 
lantay, TPDP.Aklan worker, found with 
52 stab wounds on August 2 in Kalibo, 
Aklan after being lest seen with military 
men; Albert Bariquer, TPDP.Lacena 
wot ker and member of RAVAN. Lucena 
Organizing Committee, abducted on 
August 29 even as he was able to shout 
out his identity and that he was being 
abducted by the military, still missing; Dr. 
Josephine Rances Tan and Susan Ladlad, 
members of the Medical Action Group 
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last Sept. 5 and at present detained at 
Amid the wide range of human rights 
these times, even a cursory 
scan through some of the more significant 
ones shows the high degree of despera- 
tion of the forces of reaction, resulting 


in such brutality and utter disregard 
a a ee 


1. Bursts of gunfixe came both from a 
passing jecp loaded with armed men and 
from inside the factory gates where 
military men were stationed with secu. 


rity guards “to protect company properties”. 


Two striking workers of the Franklin 
Baker Corp. of the in Sta. Cruz, 
Davao del Sur, died from the gunfire and 
at least 10 others, inc ding four women 
and a child, were wounded Actually, the 
strike waged by the Naghshuisang 
Mamumvo sa Franklin Baker, the workers’ 
union, had started on New Year's Day. 

At once, the suikers were shown what 
military and police power is. The strikers 
were told by a team of miliary and police 
elements to dismantle their picket since 
the strike was illegal. The military police 











viewing victims of 2s vielesions 
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tical 7— 


political detainees, 
span Ge ney, — out 
haciendas, a woman raped by her mili- 
—2 a 
mission 2 16-page docu- 
ment, was released on Sept 13 during a 
by the Movement 
for Justice and Peace and the Task Force 
Detainees of the 
The mission documented 22 first 
hand accounts of human righ u violauons 
within the last sia months. Many other 
cases have not yet been written up. 
mee A ee 
K Antojo, 41, a sugar worker 
from barangg y !uyangHiyang m Cade 
Clay, gave toe acconnt of hip torture at 
the hands of Scout Rangers and local 
military informers: “They were not satis 


ficd with beating me and suipped 
dian dantebaste dines 


. Then sat on m and 
— ———2 — 
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our 
hands of the victinns were tied 
then bodies bore 
stab and bullet wounds 
The report's conclusion: “there are 
ample evidence to prove the groes and 
systematic violations of human right by 








police, paramilitary and military ele- 
ments. . . These violations include 
extra-judicial executions or ‘satvagings’, 
massacres of unarmed civilians, dis- 
appearances, torture and illegal detention, 
destruction of houses and other proper- 
ties, arson and looting, and rape of 
women.” These violations constitu te a 
familiar pattern not only in Negros but 
throughout the archipelago, especially in 
the countryside. 

3: This can be said to be the year when 
“squatter-area” demolitions were carried 
out like military operations against well- 
armed enemies. 

On Feb. 4, police and military troops 
stormed Pook Ricarte at the Diliman 
Campus of the University of the Philip 

ines, home to some 1,300 families, and 
* up the human barricade of resist- 
ance, using truncheons and guns, Twenty- 
two residents and sympathetic UP 
students were injured. 

On March 6, Quezop City policemen 
and a demolition teasn assaulted barang- 
gay Payatas where some 2,000 urban 
poor families have been living for about 
20 years. The job was done Fag with 
the police firing Armalite rifles all over 
the piace. About 10 people were 
wounded in that military assault. 

On July 23, at 3 am., the police 
rounded up most of the adult males in 
the urban poor community of holanos 
Estate in Tatalon. Then some 200 per- 
sons, accompanied by a contingent of 
fully armed Philippine Marines and secu- 
tity personne! of Asialand Development 
Corp. ge owned by a Marcos 
son-in-law, Greggy Araneta), entered the 
area tu demolish the houses. Those who 
werc left in the estate, mostly women and 
children, and a few men who were able to 
teturn on time, formed a human barti- 
cade to stop the demolition, The demo- 
lition crew, Marines and Asialand security 
personnel attacked the barricade, pincer 

tashion, firing indiscsiminatcly at the 
residents with Armalite rifles and shot- 
guns. Two resident died of gunshot 
wounds, while seven were wounded. 

A. This year, 14 mediamen have been 
murdered, In comparison, only 11 were 
killed between 1976 and 1984, The 
sudden rise in the murders of newsmen 
has so alarmed and agitated journalists 
that on Press Freedom Day some 500 of 
them and 30 media organizations led by 
the National Press Club published an 
open letter to President Marcos. In the 
letter, they stated that “many of the 
victims were apparently slain for their 
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exposes and biting commentaries, and 
that soldiers, policemen, paramilitary 
units and hued goons of influential peo 
ple are the suspects in many of the 
cases.” 


MURDER, CENSORSIIIP 


A side from the murder of their 
colleagues, mediamen also have 
problems with censor: hip, libel suits, 
arrests and military “xivitations”, all of 
which constitute an imfiingement on theirs 
freedom to write objectively and criti- 
cally of the government and society. 

‘The case of 10 Cebu mediamen be 
caine contoversial when the local 
National Intelligence and Security 
Authority (NISA) station issued invita- 
tions to them for interrogations “in 
connection with the alleged activities 
inimical to NATIONAL SECURITY”. 
Actually, they were being suspected by 
the NISA of being “‘card- bearing” mem- 
bers of the Communist Party of the 
Philippines. ‘the group, however, secured 
a restraining order from the Supreme 
Court. This has temporarily stopped the 
NISA from enforcing the summons. 
PDAs, however, still dangle over their 
heads. 

5. Fr. Tullio Favali, an Italian priest of 
the PIME (Pontifical Institute for Foreign 
Missions), was only responding to an 
urgent note for help from residents of 
Barrio 125, La Esperanza, Tulunan, 
North Cotabato where a strafing incident 
was reported. While inside the house 
which was strafed, he heard a gunshot 
He looked outside and noticed his motor. 
cycle was gone. When he walked off to 
look for it, he saw that it was in flames 
and was the subject of jeering and shout- 
ing by a number of ICHDF elements 
around it. Upon seeing Fr. Favali 
—* without any word, they fired 
at hisn at once. As he fell, more bullets 
were pumped into his head, splattering 
his brains on the ground. They then 
sprayed his body with bullets. They even 
kicked and stepned on the corpse before 
leaving. 

Actually, the target of the killing was a 
confrere, Fr. Peter Geremia, also of the 
PIME, because of his outspokennes: 
against human rights abuses. Unforw- 
nately for Fr. Favali, it was he who res 
pouded to the barrio residents’ cry for 
assistance. 

The Manero brothers, the principal 
suspects in the murder of Fr. Favali, are 
said to be leaders of a roving band of can- 





nibalistic fanatics known as! They 
have very close connections and rub 
elbows with officials of the military 
establishment and ace used by the mili 
tary to sow terror among the civilian 

tion as Counter-insurgency tactic. 

The grisly nature of Fr. Favali’s 

murder provoked much indignation here 
and . ae epecially among church 


6. Fr. Rudy Romano of the Redemp- 
tarist order, executive secretary of the 
Coslition Against People’s Persecution 
(CAPP) and Vice President for Visavas of 
BAYAN, was abducted last July 11 in 
Cebu City. {n reply to the petition for 
habeas corpus, the government {larly 
denied that Fr. Romano was in military 
custody. Even before the habeas corpus 
petition was filed with the Supreme 
Court, Minister Juan Ponce Enrile had 
alceady denied that lr. Romano was in 
military custody. A civilian witness, 
however, Andres Soson, taxi driver, pos: 
tively identified Cpl Wilfredo “Boy” 
Daga tan, a Military Intelligence Group / 
(MIG-7) operative, as the one who took 
off Fr. Romano's helmet during the 
abduction and identified Fr. Romano to 
the other operatives. 

A student leader, Roland Levi Ybanez, 
also a member of the CAPP and educa. 
tion officer of the Nationalist Alliance 
for Justice, Freedom and Democracy 
(NAJFD) in Cebu, also disappeared on 
the same day in another part of the city. 
The military also denies any knowledge 
of his whereabouts. A witness, Feliciana 
Duran, however, identified a known 
police character, a certain “Boboy” Aliga, 
as the one who collected the p of 
Ybanez as the latter was stru with 
his captors. 

7. On Aug. 24, three members of the 
New People’s Army were killed by AFP 
troops in sitio Beycn, Bakun, Benguet 
Province. The three NPAs were later iden- 
tified as Fr. Nilo Valerio (one of four 
Northern priests who joined the NPA), 
Resteta Fernandez and Soledad Salvador. 
However, instead of treating their slain 
adversaries with respect, as is expected in 
civilized society, the military victors be- 
headed the three slain NPAs in barbaric 
fashion, —* their heads on bamboo 

s, ped in green transluscent 
ten and sated the heads 
several barrios. The heads were 
finally buried in Sipitan. 

The beheading was exposed to the 
press by “a concerned Igorot” and 
caused an uproar among human rights 
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advocates, not to mention the tamilies ot 
the three. Local human rights advocates, 
not to mention the familics of the three. 
Local human rights relatives of the 
three and members of the media 
organized a Pact-Finding and Retrieval 
Mission to exhume the gravesites of the 
heads. But before the mission reached the 
gravesites, the heads had been stolen and 
awe probably disyosed of somewhere 

e 


The military, for its part, sists dat 
the slain rebels were given decent burials. 
Up to now, however, the government and 
the military have not been able to 
produce the bodies of the three. Nor have 
the government and the military been 
able tu explain the whereabouts of the 
corpses despite their claim of decent 
burial. 

8. The case of the three Davao human 
rights lawyers Antonio Arellano, 
Laurente tlagan and Marcos Risonar Jr. 

.. is a well known example of how the 
court’s jurisdiction over political de 
tainees and the judiciary’s independence 
from and equality with the executive 
branch of government are a fiction under 
the present dispensation. 


SUPREME COURT 


T he Supreme Court itself became an 
object of derision when its order of 
May 23 awarding custody of the three to 
the Integrated Bar of the Philippiwes 
IBP), “wmmediately executory”, had 

n unceremoniously disregarded. 


Speaking before the Forcign Correspon 
dents pomeclatien of the Philippines, 
Chief Justice Felix Makasiar himself 
admitted the powerlessness of the court 
“to enforce its orders to release certain 
political prisoners”. He said the relac- 
tance of the military to release those 
political prisoners is justified by the 
powers of the President to decide 
exclusively on national security issues. 
Makasiar explained that President Marcos 
“has the power to preserve the state. ihe 
courts do not have these powers. He has 
all che Armed Forces for that purpose. The 
defense and maintenance of peace and 
order are all under him. ‘the courts do not 
have these agencies.” Arig. Gen. Dionisio 
Tan-Gatue, Regional Unitied Command 
XI chief, has insisted that he will not 
release the detained lawyers “until so 
ordered by my commander-in-chief”. 
Although the military tied to plug the 
loophole in the legality of the Davao 











lawyers’ detention by railroading a rebel- 
lion charge against them, which was filed 
wer Hef n mae Cy without che 
it of any preliminary investigation, 

the Supreme Court's order for their 
release theoretically stood. But since the 
military was determined to have its way, 
court order or no court order, the 
Sagpune Quen ses to be the one to 

¢ an ahout-tace and thus on Oct. 21, 
even without judging die merits of the 
case * —9— and — 
cerning the icalitie⸗ ex 
arrest and detention, it rendered the 
detained lawyers’ habeas corpus ; 
——— 

moot uu 

because of the rebellion due ted 
against them. In short, the Supreme 
Court backtracked and withdrew its 
own order fur their release and the mili- 
tary once again had its way. 

But even if a belated charge of rebel. 
lion had been filed against the detained 
lawyers, and in spite of the fact that they 
have been demanding to be returned to 
Davao and have been insisting on their 
tight to a speedy trial, up to now the 
three have not yet been given their day in 
court since more than six months ago 
when the charge was filed in a Davao 
regional trial court. 

There are many more cases where the 
court has ordered the release of pulitical 
detainees after finding diem not guilty, 
after charges against them had been dis 
missed or after granting them bail. But 
in all cases, thei release has actually 

d ultimately on the military and 
the President and, if ever they were 
released, it was only after a long delay of 
several months 

in the various military camps, deten- 
tions centers and prisons throughout the 
country, political detainees continue to 
await the time when the 7 would 


finally heed the court's order of thew 
release. 
9. The Escalante can be consi 


dered the most serivus violation of 
human rights committed by the Marcos 

ernment in recent years. So gross was 
it chat it will remain in the collective 
menrory of the nation for quite a long 
time. 

In this massacre, which occurred on 
the eve of the 13th anniversary of the im- 
position of Martial Law, the larger part 
of a 10,000-strong crowd of unarmed 
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Welgang Bayan demonstrators was fired 
upon by CHDF elements, using ritles and 
an M.60 machine gun perched on top of 
the Escalante town hall As rallyises were 
being telled by gunfire, the rest of the 
demonstrators crouched on the ground or 
ran towards different directions tor cover. 
CHDF paratroopers, however, pursed 
the flecing demonstrators and continued 
tiring at * The bloodbath lasted 15 
mis tes. 

‘Twenty-seven persons - mostly dis 

sugar workers and their kin . - have 

content hilled’ More than 30 were 

wounded, some stritmly, At leabt 197 
demonstrators have' been reported to be 
missing and are feared to have been killed 
in the pursuit through the cane fields. 

ical examination of those killed 
and wounded reveal dhe callousness and 
brutality of the killings: In most cases, 
bullets entered through the head, . 
shoulder, scapular region and ocher bis er 
parts of the body and exited through 
relatively lower parts of the body, or else 
entered at the back and exited at the 
front of the body, indicating dat most of 
the casualties were either in a prone post 
tion, crouching, or were cunning away 
from the source of gunfire. All these belie 
clams by the military that they only 
fired in self defense. 

As if the military had unmediately 
forgotten about Escalante, whose wounds 
were still very fresh, in Iloilo on Oct, 23 
another Welgang Bayan demonstration 
was violently attacked by heavily armed 
soldiers —A by two armored person. 
nel carriers. Barricades set up by more 
than 3,000 demonstrators were forcibly 
dismantled by truncheon. wielding 
troopers. At least 70 persons were 
injured, 25 of them seriously. About 13 
demonstrators were arrested and 65 
others. have been reported m 

10, Who would have thought that the 
brutal treatment of demonstrators in a 
far-away cacique country in Escalante 
would soon be repeated in urban Metro 
Manila? 

But it Was. Last Oct. 21, the police 
carried out a violent assault on a 10,000. 
strong march of unarmed peasants and 
sympathwers to Liwasang Bonifacio, ram. 
ming 7 to 15 mobile patrol cars chrough 
the ranks of the demonstrators, 
tear gas at them and chasing them with 

intire, The 15-minute assault led to the 
* of two des onstrators and serious 
injuries to 13 others Most of the mprries 
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were caused by gunfire. Forty-six other 
marchers have been reported missing. 

BAYAN officials ot Central Luzon and 
Metro Manila were convinced that the 
violent attack on the Kilusang Magbu- 
bukid sa Pilipinas march was premedi 
tated. In fact, the day before, they 
acrested two agents provocateur — ex- 
convicts imstucted by the police to infil. 
trate the ranks of the marchers, instigate 
vivlence and thereby disrupt the peaceful 
tally. KAY AN official revealed that the 
police operation aimed at disrupting the 
peasant march was codenamed “Oplan 
Big Bite”. 

Such a maddening upsurge in the scale, 
spread and brutality of human rights 
violations in the country can only push a 
hungry and pamed p«. ple to the limits ot 
their patience. If the Aquino assassination 
of two years ago was the last straw for 
the once “silent majority”, what can so 
much further state violence lead them to? 
The Filipino people everywhere are cry- 
ing out for justice, ‘or freedom, for 
peace. But what has to be done for them 
to attain justice, freedom, and finally 
peace? ¥ 
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9 January 1986 


PHILIPPINES 


COLUMNIST SEES ISOLATION OF POLITICIANS FROM MASS MOVEMENT 


Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 9 Dec 85 p 4 


("9 PTS 12 EMS” Column by Marichu C. Lambino: 


[Text ] 


So this was it. 

We had anticipated 
the Sandiganbayan ac- 
quittal result, but 
some were expecting 
itafterthesnap elec- 
tions, when the 
regime would have 
had its “mandate,” 
to realize its first goal 
of consolidating its 
camp. But then again, 
consolidation is an 
entire process, which 
covers the period 
before, during, and 
after the elections 
There is no more 
opportune time to 
restore the Ver camp 
to its former ascen- 


dancy than now; 


which means the 
regime desperately 
needs this relatively 
strong biock within 
the clique for the 
elections. On the 
Other hand, the goal 
of “depoiliticizing™ or 
“deradicalizing™” =the 
Opposition and the 
sectors of society 
which have been poli- 
ucized in the after- 
math of the Aquino 
assassination is well 
falling in the time 
table of the regime. 
instead of joining the 
massive outrage over 


the acquittal results 
through the protest 
actions and noise bar- 
rage held by a wide 
segment of the popu- 
lation, the politicians 
have raised to a mor 

shrill pitch thew call 
1 join the regime in 
holding the elections. 
How militant can one 
get. 


The regime intends 
to win hack the politr 
cians to its fold and to 
isolate the cause 
orrented mass move- 
ment, with the end in 
view of crushing it 
ultimately 


Hut the mass 
movement moves on, 
surges forwards, as- 
serie the rights of 
the people, deman- 
ding justice for all 
victims of political re- 
pression, and ex- 
pressing indinnance 
over the rampant vio- 
lation of human rights 
im the Philippines. The 
Stucents were among 
the first ones to res- 
pond Here is a 
wampline of the united 
response of the 
siudentry, vorced out 
by the National Al- 
liance of Student 
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"Not Surprising” |} 


Councils in the UP. 
system (Katipunan ng 
mea Sangguniang Mag- 
~aaral sa UP) headed 
by U.P. Manila 
student council chaw- 
man Blanche Muran- 
ciula, KASAMA UP 
Vice Chairman 
Francis Pangilinan, 
ands Stude’* = Rep- 
resentative to the 
Board of Acvents ond 
vt’ 1} hee) carrie 


Chito Gascon 


Brazen perhaps 
the word to describe 
what happened. In the 
middle of all our 
classes, or meetings 
with frends and col- 
leagues, news of the 
acquittal of all the 
main suspects im the 
killing of Sen 
Benigno Aquino, ail 
26 of the conspiracy, 
was brokento us. Not 
having recovered from 
the disbelie!, we were 
met hours later with 
the news that the 
highest offer of 
them all was fem 
stated as Chief of 
Staff of the Armed 
Forces of the Philip- 
pines 


lhe acqurttal 
directly contradicts 





the Agrava Board fin- 
dines based on vwo- 
luminous evidence, 
alter mounting public 
pressure, that a mili- 
tary cOnspiacy was 
behind the killing of 
the senator. 


But it directly con- 
fms what the people 
have been saying all 
along, that no justice 
wil be voluntarily 
given by the regime. 
For not even the 
widow of Sen. Aquino 
believed in _par- 
ticupating in the trial. 


We in the hatiru- 
nan ne ome Sine 
euniang Mag-aaral a 
UP (KASAMA SA 
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UP), a national ai- 
nance of all UP 
student councils, are 
indignant over this 
brazen act. 


Whether one is a 
student of the arts, 
the sciences, business 
admuustration, eco- 
nomics, enginecring, 
law, mass commu- 
meation, and other 
fields of learning, one 
cannot help but feel 
disgust over this 
desecration of what 
the popular cause- 
oriented movement 
has been clamoring 
for two years since 
the *_.weemation of 
the senator: Justice 
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for Aquino, Justice 
for All victims of 
political repression. 


We remind the 
regime of what the 
United Nations pro- 
phetically declared. 


“Whereas, it is ¢s- 
sential, if man is not 
to be compelled to 
have recourse, as a last 
resort, to rebellion 
against tyranny and 
oppression, that 
human rights must be 
protected by the rule 
of law.” (Universal 
Declaration of Human 
Rights, United 
NWwatioms General As 
sembiv) 
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[8 Dec 85 p 4] 


Tune, a female Sandi- 
nsta once said, is fore- 
shortened in revolu- 
tionary periods, one 
moving experience fol- 
lowing another with such 
speed clock-hours tick by 
ne longer with the num- 
ber of minutes but with 
the contraction and 
e\pansion of the human 
hear? inself 

Take the first seven 
days of December, 1985 
im Manila recorded in a 
personal diary. 

Dec. 1 = EMJP “Peo 
ple's Court,” St. Joseph's 
College, early afternoon, 
Another gripping 
“movie” with eyewitner 
ses) and survivors’ ac 
counts of bombing and 
stratime in Zamboanga 
del Norte, strafing in 
Cacayan de Oro and 
Surttao, massacres wm 
Pampanga, Negros Occi 
dental and Davao del Sur, 
rape and murder in 
Levte, naming military 
otheers and CHDF ele 
ments. More imnocent 
criluns caught im cross 
iwe 


5.30 p.m., Sto. 


Domingo Church — 
Cory’s “proclamation at 
the altar.” Yellows, 
pinks, reds and purples 
converging at the com- 
munion ral. How can 
anyone ignore an clection 
campaign that begins like 
this? 

Dec. 2 — Threw up 
today, literally, after a 
hypnotk three hours of 
fcdowine the Sandigan- 
bayan decision on Ch. 7, 
crooked legalistexc reason- 
ing falling like the slimy 
frogs im that old fairy 
tele, from the full red lips 
of Clerk of Court Menita 
Nazario. Crescendo of 
horror, watching Ver pro- 
ceeding direct in starched 
khaki to Apo Ferdie for 
reinstatement and new 
battle orders. How many 
vomited today” 

Dec. 3 = 1:30 am. 
today, Apo signs Cabinet 
Bill No. 7 into Batas 
Pambansa 883, under 
cover of darkness as it 
were. Signal for MABINI 
to file thee Supreme 
Court petition, one in a 
total of nine, questioning 
this new “law's” consti- 


tutsonality. At the same 
tune, the AFP's four 
command chiefs appear 
in Malacanange for then 
new integrated “‘counter- 
insurgency” 
probably the same hour 
that Cory finally put on 
the “politics! warriors 
battle tunic.” Announce- 
ment of her candidacy at 
Mondragon [louse press 
con, st to musi by the 


porters “all, cannot hide 
their tears. Reminds me 
of N."s Memma last Sept. 
2i, 1983 — whether to 
write notes for her article 
or to raise ao fist in 
protest. 

Meetings with every- 
one all afternoon, “boy- 
cott uniess™ and “partic 
pation i” petting scram- 
bled to “boycott if” and 
“participation unless.” 
Successful impromptu 
nowe barrage by BAYAN 
and others. Pandacan and 
Sampaioe the most suc- 
cessiul, & seems. The 
streets are so honest, 
worth more than al) that 
million-peso icgaicse of 
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Actava and the Sandican 
Toraeht’s contrapuntal 
cry: GUILTY! GUILTY' 
CORY! CORY! (lovented 
by Alex.) 

Dec. 4 ~ The phone 
did not stop ringing 
today, Everyone still 
abso twin shocks 

Dec. ~- The Com 
munity Fasters§ for 
Justice come up with the 
best protest statement- 
paid advertisement. On 
Business Day's p.i0, an 
obituary for Justxe in 
the Philippines. Points 
keop getting sharper, 
creatwity ising. OW 
Hindi Ka Nagiisa pins, 
pold letters already peel- 
ine off, resurfacing al 
over town along with the 
black armbands. The call. 
Interment of Justice m 
Every Filipino's Heart. 

Joel Tabora, $.). wore 
one of these armbands 
today at the Third World 
Studies jampacked 
smpo on “Christianity 
A the Philippine Liberta- 
tion Movement” at the 
UP Faculty Center ampi- 
theave. 
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Fr. Joel Tabora, SJ. 
wid at the Third World 
Studies = forum last 
Thursday that Marxien 
is atheistic while Clu 


LY 
itty 


2 
4 


aL 
tr 
H 


iyi 
th 
ei 





ther full-house talk-show 
sympo on snap clections. 
I cly Aquino as moderator 
wuld gwe Julie D. a run 
lor her money #£ TV 
weren't « hundred per 
cent controlled. Djscur 
sants were Mar 

for BANDILA, LV. 
Bautista for BAYAN and 
Bobs Sanchez from, but 
not for, the Bataan. i 
seems that despite dif- 
ferences in emphasis, 
tactics and numbers, the 
causr-onented = rainbow 
vould come together very 
well indeed on this new 
campagn towards what 
Bobi calls a “Transi- 
Cory Government.” Mar 
sys BANDILA drafted 
Cory’s program. J.V. 
wanted to know why old 
polithians always think 
“elections are the last 
chance.” Bobit denies 
being an old politician, 
mays we must try even if 
we're cheated. 
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proyect 

KA BA’ From 6°00 to 
10:0) pm. for P20, a 
chance to test the dat- 
throwing arm on dita 
torial and = “cronyc™ 
targets. A good way to 
keep an cye on the 
target. 











TFD TALLIES ABUSE AGAINST RIGHTS ADVOCATES 


Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYAin Fnglish 9 Dec 85 pp 1, 6 


[Article by Desiree Carlos] 


{Text | 


From January to September, 
1985, 17 church people were 
killed: 26 arrested; 10 were 
sbducted and remem mincing: 
three were harassed, six arrested 
and detained; « church was 
strafed, two priests were put 
under surveillance after a mili- 
tary raid on the church office: 
and one church center was 
raided. 

Since 1979, 24 journalists 
have died violently with two 
others still reported missing and 
presumed to be dead. Most of 
the cases remain unsolved, 13 
cases of which occurred in the 
first 9 months of this year. In at 
least five caves, the military's 
hand was evident, as shown by 
statements of witnesses and 
fact-finding missions conducted 
by the National Press Club of 
the Philippines. 

in 1977, lawyer Hermon 
Lagman was abducted and re- 
mains missing to this day. 
Starting late last year, the wave 
of harassments against bamen 
rights lawyers imiensified with 
three gunned down, two are m 
hiding due to subveruon charges 
lodged in « provincial curt, six 
are mid to be incladed m a 
Preventive Detention Action 
which has yet to be released; 
fowr lawyers ore in an order of 
battle (the military's arrest and 
liquidation lis), five are detain: 
ed ond facing subversion of 
rebellion changes: ome still has « 
Presidential Commitment Order 
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(the PDA's predecessor) hanging 
over his head; three were in the 
lot list of paramilitary torces 
vain by rebels in Batsan; one 
was arrested but released later: 
and (wo others were slapped with 
subversion charges. 

In the medical sector, one doctor 
ticating poot folk m rebelintested 
areas was arrested! and dapped with a 
PDA and wmibversion chapcs whik 
another was inchy.!od in @ stall io-be- 
released PIA. 

In almost all cases cited, the 
vw cuctne finger was Pudte ty pointed 
atmdttary and parwnditery tones 

ries. News Chorchworkerns 
Jommalios. Doctors. Lawyers 

lhey, who religiously memitored 
human rights abuws and extended 
assistance to vectiens, are now them. 
wives the tarrets af a 6) Sh tals 
state of terrutian and pepreswun.” 

St Mariani Vinaranon, chatrecrson 
of the Tash force Detamers of the 
Philippwes, avid the bacaesnont 
agaist human rights adver ates tg part 
of the vovernment's commtermeur- 

'") praprem sed is Cheers wiped at 
wwew fear among the people,” 
eqectally dissenter 

In its Lotest Homan Rights tp 
date, 1110 noted that “A mew trend 
hes obviondy taken firm rout in the 
military's tepresion campaign to 
diwmade those who are qrecitically 
bvitling state terror, and crudh thow 
waitin against intensilied repiey 
a) 

tree Leval Atsistance § (Caoup 
charman Joker Aiteyu observed 
that the military and govenuneat’s 
we 6 thew dhorted at bunaen riclts 
law vers becouse “they huwe «om 
plined shoul oar system of juste 
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which, instead of beige uscd for the 
protection of the cititemy. has 
Lecome the very suurce and insiru- 
ment of oppression and repression of 
the ,cupte.” 

Auteyo oso = secalied§ = what 
Supreme Court turmer Chief Justice 
ieclix Makasiar sated ia 1980 when he 
did not khaow yet that he would head 
Ue bivhest tribunal mm the land. 

Makassar said “A tyrant who 
wants complete and absolute contrul 
uver the people, will first seduce and 
climate lawyers auc therealter 
destioy the courts. Tits tragedy must 
be averted.” 

ile Medial Action Group also 
reacted strowply to the sowest 
militiny polky of tachediag physi 
cians om its list of “Uhweats to national 
security.” 

Last Sept. $, Ur. Josephine 
Rances Tan was arrested by military 
mca with KAPATH) (en organization 
of detainees’ relatives) worker Suwa 
Ladiad. They were teed a PUA 
deme the fact that wbversiun 
charges have already been tiled 
arainst them and six others last Aug 
z1 

ie sx other persons in the 
wibension chabkge are’ lawyers 
La» rules = Arook aA un = rlotes: 
itie workes Leone Sevilla, 
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Aupaw® Catlos and bd De Luna; and 
pout. leader Rey Carandang. 

MAt., m dcenowncing the recent 
atieck on the avodical soceor. gael 
du ias, aurees and othe medical 
pratitieners wane deprive peuple 
ot medal wrvees duc to then 
suyperted political hehels. 

lv 4 prewer on hwasement against 
mwerh poopie, the Promotice of 
(tach Pouple's Rigas va the otha 
haed, sad the wave of killings, 
ari 2sts, tortuce and other harasauents 
apaiost the caurch sector serves, m 
ciiect, a8 on omimous warning tw 
other cherch workers to refrain trom 
helping the m edy of oppressed. 

A. Mastont said that human rights 
ahoaaes weal) the mute needed 
tenlay, deypate the fact that they ae 
jast becoming a part of the list of 
ve toms 

11 0)? statestas show that 1/,723 
porn wen arested and detamed 
trees 1° //-tome 1985, 14}4 torture 
cot wae confemed trom 198). 
june 1985; 2.255 caws of extra 
ichewl hillenes from 1985 
were woorded, and 344 Capper: 
aes from 1977-1985, 

wah statietics an eayected to 
nore, Se. Mateant qt, “ae she people 
cotter to pest oppresden and 
rege to aad the dictaturship @& 
oWmsion trerbebring on to pu‘*e * 
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COMMERCE CHAMBER HEA) SCORES GOVERNMENT ROLE IN BUSINESS 


Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 9 Dec 85 p 7 


[Article by Ma. Rose Ocampo: 


[Text 


/13104 
cso: 


4200/448 


“*Out!’ Business Tells Gov't” } 


The business community the other day reiterated its demand that 
the government get out of economic activities that are edequately ser- 


viced by the private sector. 


Businessmen also said the government should speed up its svowed 
program to sel] government-owned or controlled firms to private owners. 


“The government has trans 
formed itself into a big business- 
man,” complained Felix Maramba, 
president of the Philippine Cham- 
ber of Commerce and Industry. 

Increasing government involve- 
ment in business makes investors 
hesitant in wadertaking new ven- 
tures, he said. 

Speaking at the annual meet- 
ing yesterday of the Philippine 


plained that contrary to a free 
enterprise economy, the govern- 
ment meddies with the market 
mechanism and has entered all 
areas of business activity previous- 
ly adequately handied by the 


such as the peso-dollar rate, 
interest rate, prices and wage 
rates. 


He criticized the government's 
venture into trading, distribution, 
manufacturing and other areas 
traditionally reserved for private 
enterpreneurs. 

Maramba cited the case of 
government corporations like the 
Philippine Coconut Authority, 
Fertilizer and Pesticide Authority 
and the National Steel Corp. 
which he described as “blatant 


instruments of intervention” con- 
sidering that they directly com- 


products ‘© enable the private 
soctor to compete under the same 
set of conditions. 
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MANILA PC, POLICE PURGE REPORTED 





Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 9 Dec 85 p 2 


[Article by Bobby Burgos] 


[Text 


/13104 
CS0: 


] The Constabulary Metropolitan (om 


tf 
F , 
if 
efi 
* 


(lt 
i 
i 


HT 
it 
\; 


4200/447 


as the abur’cd P4) mihon-smuggbng in 
Aumonan, QCe®czon, wherem a number 


The Villegas syndicate was finally 
busted by mmtclagence operatives of the 
Bureau of Lund Tramportauon. 

A number of armed robbery in band 
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RETIRED MILITARY OFFICERS GROUP JOINS NAMFREL 


Quezon City VERITAS in English 8 Dec 85 p 7 


[Text] 
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Jos C Jr 
NAMFREL national 
chairman, d 
the need for 

loyalty to the Const: 
tution among the mem 


J 
z 
“ 
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¥ 
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5 
3 
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tal part of the military 
tage in 
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NEW GROUP REPORTS VIOLENCE AGAINST TRADE UNIONISTS 


Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 9 Dec 85 p 2 


[Article by Joey Salgado] 
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by 

some 81 workers hove been billed 
nationwide in defense of thely trade 
wrion and political rights, 60 of them 
vectims of alleged mditary ru bouts. 


Twenty wnsonits and organwers at 
oul misting, while 132 workers we 
currently detained in various military 
detention camps nationwide for vio 
ting «=fetionadl security wa the 
CTUHR added. 

Lawyer Luis Flores, co-chairman of 
CTUHR, said the tense stuck on 
orgened labor this yea is wnparal- 
icled in the history of the Philippine 
labor movement, and added thet thee 


| 
| 
| 


i 
it 
if 
| 


te 282 lest year and 
on overage of 12) strikes Gnee the 
1960s, 
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The workers’ manifesto also cnw- 
merated the “bawe trade union rights” 
whach the country's labor force should 

@ Decent and humane wages, the 
right to work, the right to form unions 
and affiliate with organizations of (heu 
choice; the right to free collectwe 
bargaining, the right to strike, clean 
and wile working conditions, job 
security; adequate restdays, and the 
right to education. 

Flores added that workers siiould 
also enyoy adequate protec ition of their 
well and politics! rights, which 
inchede the right to cheap but decent 
housing, free medical and recreational 
facilities for the worker and his family 
free education for his children; um 
employment subsdy trum the govern 
ment. treedom of belief and worship. 

The labor conterence also called on 
fovermment to recognize the workers’ 
ryt to free speech and assembly, the 
Nght to pow poli al organazatecas, the 
fight to use publc facuities and social 
wervices, and the rivht to partscipate in 


resolutions calling for an end to trade 
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INDUSTRIALIST CRITICIZES GOVERNMENT ECONOMIC RECOVERY } ROGRAM 


Quezon City VERITAS in English 8 Dec 85 pp 5, 6 


[Speech by Jaime C. Ongpin, president of Benguet, Inc., delivered before the 
Financial Executives Institute of the Philippines, 28 Nov 85, in Manila: 
"Recovery? What Recovery?” } 


[Text ] 


ADAME President. Distinguished 

Officers and Directors of Finex, 
Fellow Beneficiaries of the Non-Existent 
Recovery, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I would like first of all to thank your 
president Cora dela Paz and her fellow 
officers of FINEX for giving me thi oppor- 
tunity to address you once again. The last 
time | addressed FINEX was in March of 
1983, when I attempted to frighten you 
inte doing something about the CDCP bail- 
out because it involved what then appeared 
to be the staggering sum of P7 billion and 
had the potential of undermining the in- 
tegrity not only of the Philippine National 
Bank but ultimately of the entire Philip- 

financial system. | stated then that “I 
ve often heard it said that ‘the govern- 
ment would never allow PNB to fail, but if 
the government continues to impair the 
capital of PNB by massive condonation of 
billions upon billions of loans to distressed 
companies, the question that must be 
asked is: can the government in fact 
prevent PNB from failing? ” 

Well, that statement was made only 2 
traumatic years ago, and I do not need to 
remind you that our problems have since 
escalated almost a hundred fold from what 
now seems the puny sum of P7 billion, into 
the equivalent of roughly P600 billion of 
unsustainable foreign debts. And not only 
has PNB become virtually bankrupt in the 
meantime, but the entire Philippine finan- 
cial system has indeed become very serious- 
ly undermined. But | did not come here to 
try to frighten you again — especially since 
many of us have already crossed our col- 
lective threshold of fear and are now “be- 
yond fear,” so to speak. 
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My assignment this morning is to speak 
to you about “A Program For National 
Recovery” from the viewpoint of the pri- 
vate sector. Since I am told that you have 
invited Prime Minister Virata to address 
you at lunch on the same subject, [ am sure 
that a copy of NEDA's “Primer on the 
Economy Recovery Program” will be dis- 
tributed to you by the PM's staff sometime 
before or after his address. The primer is 
a curious document, because the first page 
begins by stating that “The economic reco- 
very program is a comprehensive plan to 
address the basic causes of the prevailing 
economic crisis.” (Underscoring supplied.) 

I call it curious because that is the first 
and last time in the entire 31-page prime: 
where there is any, reference to the basic 
causes of the prevailing economic crisis. 
Nowhere else in the primer are these ba- 
sic causes even mentioned again, much 
less identified, discussed or analyzed. 
And while the am is described as 
a comprehensive . nowhere in the 
plan will you find even a passing men- 
tion of what is to be done about restoring 
investor confidence. And yet in the opi- 
nion of most of my friends in the private 
sector, the restoration of investor confi- 
dence is the sine qua non of any realistic 
economic recovery program. 

It is very tempting for someone like me 
to tear into the specific components of the 
government's Economic Recovery Program 
and engage in an extensive critique of what 
is wrong with each policy and each pres. 
ciption, But that job has already been 
done by the same group of UP economists 
who had previously published what has 
since become a widelyacclaimed “White 
Paper” analyzing the economic crisis. The 











net assessment by the UP economists, as 
published in’ Business Day on September 


In lieu of the '$ program, the 
UP economists recommended, among 
Sea fence 

to 10% oF e ting foreign 
— — oom 
sactions, more elfective regulation of the 


us begin with the basic causes of the 
economic crisis, and consider why it is 
essential to identify and understand these 
bear ab in order pant have -! —— and 


nomic crisis as external in nature and be- 
yond ow ability to control, eg., the 
government has blamed the oil crisis in 
the late 1970's, the subsequent recession 
in the industrialized nations in the early 


and finally the assassination of Senator 


Aquino. 
While it is certainly true that all these 
factors have had a significant impact on 
our economy, and most of them. with the 


same external, uncontrollable factors, again 
with the exception of the assassination have 
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likewise afflicted all our neighboring coun- 
tries in Southeast Asia. Why is it then that 
none of ther: countries have had to default 
an their foreign debts, nor to face an eco- 
nomic crisis of the magnitude and severity 
the Philippines has expericnced for the past 
two years? And why have none of these 
other countries fallen victim to an indi- 
Pees comes Sey Set © chee 
ing by leaps and bounds? Is it simply 


ooo Galion tenens ane Caettan antes pe 
cipitated by the Aquino assassination? Or 
So the ceuses of our unique tragedy have 
deeper roots which we need to delve into 
and to examine, if we are to understand 
what caused our current crisis and if we are 


to begin to devise an appropriate recovery 


For my part, | submit that there are 
deep-seated, fundamental causes ~ 2, 
beyond the external factors cited by 
government and beyond even the Aquino 
assassination, and unless these fundamental 
causes are addressed, | do not see how any 
kind of sustained recovery can he achieved. 
e naee aale Bt etees, ane U wis ny Ot again: 
the fundamental causes underlying our 
sent economic crisis can be classified as 
structural, cultural and ical. 


Our structural emerged right 
after WW Il, when we a forty-year 
effort to put our industrial cart before our 


agricultural horse. Instead of investing our 
scarce capital and credit resources to im- 
prove agricultural productivity and build 
a strong consumer base among the rurel 
communities which constitute 70% of our 
population, we plunged headlong into on 
series after another of ill-conceived “in. 
stant industrialization” $ premised 
on the concept of import substitutiog. 


By misallocating excessive amounts of 
our very limited capital to these il-con- 
ceived industrial investments, we have con. 
sistently deprived the agricultusal sector of 
the wherewithal ++ to diversify, and 
to consulidate a foundation upen 
which to construct a viable industrial 
superstructure, as every developed nation 
in the world had tu do a long time ago, and 
as our more successful neighbors like 
Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, and more re- 
cently Thailand and Malaysia, have done. 
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[Text ] 
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The First Ledy imelds Mar. 
cos’ highly-publicized socioeco- 


taxation and government spend. 
ing although the government 
management has unproved in 
the areas of foreign debt, ex- 
change rates, interest rates end 
consumer price control. 

Sixty4three per cent of the 
respondents said MHS’ perform- 
ance has worsened while $0 per 
cent said the Central Bank has 
a better quality of performance. 

Majority of the respondents 
said there has been no improve. 
ment in government efforts to 
address problems of red tape and 
excessive control and encroach. 
ment on private enterprise. 

Even the private sector is 
perceived to be timid in res- 
ponding to these criticisms. 

Almost three-fourths or 74 
per cent of the respondents 
sees President Marcos’ power 
to legislate by decree as being 
inherently unfavorable to eco- 
nomic welfare. 

Moreover, 61 per cent of 
the respondents said the govern. 
ment’s spending #s 4 percentage 
of the gross national product or 
the value of total goods and ser- 
vices produced within a period 
is too large. 
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DIMINISHING COCONUT PERFORMANCE, OTHER DEVELOPMENTS REPORTED 


Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MATAYA (Sunday Supplement) in English 8 Dec 85 pp 
7, 14 


[Article by Annabelle S. Cueva: “Renewed Grumblings Within The Coconut 
Industry” ] 


[Text] “Why write about the coconut inudstry?” a lawyer from the Philippine 
Coconut Authority asked just as I was about to do some preliminary research 
regarding this subject. Unprepared as I was, and finding no better reply, I 
just answered back with another question: “Well, why not?” 


Yes, why not? After all that's been written about sugar and rice and almost 
anything else. Coconut continues to be one of the top dollar-earners of ihe 
country. Philippine coconuts account for up to 80 per cent of the world's 
total supply. More or less 15 million Filipinos, a full fraction of the 
population, are dependent on this !tndustry. And its importance to the 
Philippine economy was even further underscored last year when PCA chairman 
Rolando de la Cuesta was elevated to ministerial rank and member of the 
Cabinet. 


Yet not much as been written about the coconut industry lately. Only a few 
years ago, it was considered as one of the most controversial issues of the 
day. There were accusations of monopoly and cronyism against those who were 
supposedly in charge of rationalizing the industry. Also, there were 
allegations to the effect that the coconut levy then imposed was being used to 
further strengthen such monopoly control. But somehow, all these died down 
through time and got swept away by the Aquino assassination and the many other 
issues that have cropped up ever since. 


Perhaps now is the time to look once again into this vastly important 
industry. Quite a number of developments have already taken place here since 
the time when so much fuss was being made about the coconut levy and alleged 
monopoly control by people linked to the current administration. 
Performance-wise, not much looks good either. Export earnings are down. The 
volume of coconut exports have Likewise dropped. The farmers are grumbling 
about low prices agian. And if reports are true, some of them are even 
contemplating of resorting to farm strikes if only to negotiate much fairer 
prices for their prouuce. 








Clamor For Reforas 


Quietly, the government has been recently instituting measures concerning the 
coconut industry in response to the persistent clamor for reforms from various 
quarters. In 1982, President Marcos abolished the coconut levy. Early this 
year, he issued PD 1960 allowing all coconut of! millers and exporters to sell 
their produce to the world market. Thie, in turn, led to the formal 
dissolution of the United Coconut Vil Mills (UNICOM), the agency accused of 
monopolizing the export and trading of coconut products. 


Then there was the recent reorganization of the PCA Governing Board which was 
implemented only last October. In place of super-businessman-anbassador 
Fduardo Cojuangco who had all earlier resigned from the PCA, two more 
government representatives - namely, Minister of Economic Planning Vicente 
Valdepenas and Roard of Investments governor Herminigildo Zayco - were 
appointed to the PCA Board. 


Not much noise was made against these moves by government, but there is a 
widespread perception nonetheless that these were all inspired by the 
International Monetary Fund and the World Bank which had been pressuring the 
Marcos administration into initiating reforms in both the coconut and sugar 
industries. 


If reports are true, such policies are presently contained in a revised letter 
of intent submitted to the IMF, since supposedly they formed part of the 
conditions for the release of the third tranche of the IMF credit facility 
which would probably be next year, and also that of the WB agricultural loan. 
In particular, what the IMF-WB reportedly wanted was not only the dismantling 
of existing monopolies, but also the reorganization of the sugar and coconut 
regulating bodies in such a way that the members would ostensibly have no 
private business interests at all in these industries. 


For his part, Minister de la Cuesta denies that recent reforms in the coconut 
industry had anything to do with IMF conditions. He maintains that such 
policies were based on studies made jointly by the PCA and the National 
Economic Development Authority and with respect to the reorganization of the 
Governing Board, this was done mainly to enhance ita regulatory function, and 
balance the participation of the private sector in the formulation of policies 
governing the coconut industry. He concedes, though, that IMF conditions may 
be “in accordance with this reorganization” and such other policies of the 
PCA. 


In any case, there are those who stil! beiieve that these reforms undertaken 
by the government are but cosmetic changes designed to appease the public's 
demand for genuine reforms. For instance, speculations persist that with the 
formation of nine separate coconut trading companies by the United Coconut 
Planters Bank in the wake of the dissolution of UNICOM, the same people 
nevertheless will be practically controlling the entire industry. Under the 
provisions of PD 1960, these firms may be allowed to forw their own 
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cooperative which will engage in the buying and selling of coconut products, 
and since they have long been firmly entrenched within the industry, the UCPB 
group could very well ease out any prospective challengers to its domain. 


Likewise, farmers’ groups connected with the militant Kilusang Magbubukid sa 
Pilipinas point out that any attempt to institute reforms in the coconut 
industry should being with the redistribution of land and resources - in other 
words, the implementation of “genuine land reform” covering all coconut 
plantations. As it is, the KMP members say, even with the dissolution of 
UNICOM and the resignation of Cojuangco and Lobregat from the PCA Board, 
monopoly still exists in terms of land ownership and resource distribution. 


Meanwhile, Minister de la Cuesta dismisses such allegation as baseless. He 
continues to insist that no monopoly existed in the coconut industry now or 
before, that the UNICOM was just an “umbrella organization,” and that under PD 
1960 everybody is now free to export on their own. 


Poor Performance 


Logically, amidst the back cop of low supply due to relatively low production, 
an opening of the coconut industry would lead to higher prices for the 
farmers. This, however, didn't turn out to be true in this case. Following 
the dissolution of UNICOM, millgate prices of copra were slashed by more than 
half from an average of P9 per kilo last year to as low as P3 to P4 in just a 
matter of weeks. In a few more months, this went further down to a level of 
only P2 to P2.50 per kilo. 


One factor that could partly explain this kind of a situation is the sharp 
decline of the prices of coconut products in the world market recently. The 
prices for coconut oil which takes up a major portion of coconut exports, for 
instance, went down by as much as 60 per cent from around 44 to 45 cents a 
pound last year to only about 17.5 cents this year. Because of this, as of 
the third quarter of this year, export earnings of the coconut industry fell 
by up to 34 per cent to $405.271 million form $620.854 million during the same 
period last year. 


Total coconut production is expected to increase by about 27 per cent from 
around 1.4 million metric tons last year to about 1.8 million metric tons by 
year-end. But this is still below the country's normal production capacity 
which is at 2 million metric tons and even much less than the effective 
milling capacity of about 3.5 million metric tons. Besides, the increase in 
coconut production was not enough to offset the decline in world market prices 
as export volume likewise dropped by 6 per cent to only 810,661 metric tons 
during the last nine months of the year compared to about 862,405 metric tons 
in the same period last year. The government thus really had no choice but to 
trim its own forecast for the coconut industry from a 10 per cent growth 
projection to a 15 per cent deadline by the end of 1985. 


In the end, it is the poor coconut farmer accordingly who is suffering most. 


According to Ed Bacsain, an officer of the Bicol Coconut Planters Association, 
Inc. which is affiliated with the KMP, in the barrio-level, copra is being 
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bought from the farmers for as low as only Pl per kilo while in the 
town-level, farmgate prices would go up a little to between P1.30 and P2 per 
kilo, He says that for a one-hectare of land planted to coconut, a farmer 
could usually get around 300 kilos of copra worth P300 at the barrio-level 
within 45 days, but two-thirds of this will have to go to the landlord as 
rent. 


On top of this, the farmer still has to pay for labor costs (for the 
panunungkit, pagtitipon, pagbubunot, pagbibiyak, paglulukad, pagkokopra, 
paghahakot, and pakain) which all in all would most likely go even higher than 
the remaining P100 worth his share of copra. Thus, Bacsain said, coconut 
farmers are actually registering losses because of the very low price of copra 
at present. If it were not for the fact that coconut farmers plant other 
crops aside from coconut, he added, they would probably be starving just like 
their counterparts in the sugar industry. 


On the part of the government, De la Cuesta explained that the PCA could not 
just control the price of copra, in order to help the farmers. He added that 
perhaps because of the situation, the dissolution of UNICOM could be 
considered as ill-timed. He points out that UNICOM was established primarily 
to check excess milling capacity in the coconut industry which has resulted in 
“cut-throat competition” to the disadvantage of the poor coconut farmers. 


"When we shifted into what we call a free enterprise system (with the 
dissolution fo UNICOM), the brakes so to speak of the decline in price were no 
longer there,” he said. “The intermittent exporters tended to depress prices 
because they do not care at all that they would be buying copra at a very low 
price.” 


Periodic Cycles 


According to De la Cuesta, because of the volatile nature of the world 
market where coconut oil has to compete with the other fats and oils, the 
coconut industry undergoes a periodic cycle where at times, prices are good 
and in other times, they are very low. He, however, favors stable and 
reasonable prices for our products since naturally this would attract more 
buyers, and as long as there is more production, this would also mean higher 
income. 


“I dread the day when prices are too high because that merely benefits a small 
sector of the economy,” he says. “What TI would want to see is a stabilization 
of prices, an increase in production so that even if world market prices are 
relatively low, if a farmer can sell more production-wise, then he is better 
oft than (in) a feast-or-famine situation.” 


Thus, the thrust of the PCA is to try to increase coconut replanting progran, 
by which old and senile trees are being replaced by the new hybrid variety 
which is actually across between the Malaysian dwarf and the African tall. 
“Experiments show that given the same inputs as the local variety, hybrids can 
produce twice as much,” De la Cuesta claims. 
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However, there are farmers who feel that more production would mean higher 
labor costs and thus lead to their further ruin. For Bacsain and the others 
in the KMP, what could really help the farmers at this time, at least in the 
short term, is for the government to subsidize the procurement of coconut 


products, and perhaos, in the long term, effect land reform in the coconut 
industry. 


Unfortunately, there seems to be no sign whether the government will ever move 
in this direction. Until then, expect the farmers to be increasingly restive 
as their grumblings mount in this already highly controversial industry. 
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POLL NOTES PREFERENCES, DISINTEREST IN BANGKOK RACE 
Bangkok MATICHON SUT SAPDA in Thai 10 Nov 85 pp 10-12 
{Unattributed report: "Will Chamlong Manage to Win?") 


[Excerpt] As election day approaches, the political atmosphere is becoming 
more and more intense. Many people are discussing this and making guesses 
about how the election will turn out. The Matichon Company Ltd and the Social 
Research Council of Thailand have been interested in this since the very 
beginning and so we have joined together to conduct a public opinion poll on 
the coming election in Bangkok Metropolitan. 


This poll was conducted during the period 11-26 October. A total of 989 people 
were polled, 582 men and 407 women. A random sample was taken among people 
from various occupational groups. The sample included 207 civil servants, 
soldiers and policemen; 195 students and teachers; 166 private and state 
enterprise officials; 146 merchants and businessmen; 95 housewives and 
laborers; and 180 people engaged in independent and service occupations. 


To gain a representative sample of the views of the people of Bangkok 
Metropolitan, people in all 24 districts were randomly sampled. On the 
average, 35-45 people from each district were included in the sample. The data 
were compiled using computers. The people of Bangkok were found to have 
various differences of opinion, as will be discussed below. 


This poll did not focus on the question of who will win the election because 
the National Statistical Office has already conducted a poll on that. Rather, 
this poll focused on what people from various occupational groups think about 
this election. 


The Governor of Bangkok Metropolitan in the View of the People 


The people were asked what qualifications the governor of Bangkok should have. 
The majority of the people (56.9 percent of the people surveyed) said that he 
should be a professional administrator. This was followed by "government 
official," 12 percent; “businessman,” 11 percent; and “soldier,” 10.5 percent. 


Looking at opinions by occupational group, the majority in all occupational 
groups said that the governor should be a professional administrator. But 
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besides this, "government official" was the choice of many housewives and 
laborers; “policeman” was the choice of many students and teacners; 
"businessman" was the choice of many people in independent and service 
occupations; and “soldier” was the choice of many soldiers. 


As for why the people of Bangkok wanted such people to serve as their 
governor, 53.3 percent said that they would make good administrators, 25.2 
percent said that they had suitable qualifications, 9.2 perent said that they 
were already wealthy and would not engage in corruption, and 5.0 percent said 
that they were in the same occupational group [as the respondent). 


However, the most important condition was that the governor must be elected. 
Ninety-six percent of the respondents wanted the governor of Bangkok to be 
elected. Only 2.9 pcrcent of the respondents wanted the governor to be 
appointed. Broken down by occupational group, it was found that a higher 
percentage of merchants and businessmen than members of other groups wanted 
the governor to be appointed. Also, a somewhat higher percentage of women than 
men wanted the governor to be appointed. 


Almost Half Don't Know the Facts 


The poll found that almost half (45.3 percent) of the respondents did not know 
anything about the election. In particular, women in the housewife and 
laborer group knew very little about the election. 


The things that they did not know included how many candidates there were and 
to which party, or group, the candidates belonged. Some respondents did not 
know the date of the election. This reveals the weaknesses in the public 
relations activities. If we want more people to exercise their right to vote, 
public relations activities should be stepped up. 


One thing that clearly shows the failure of public relations activities is 
that many respondents did not know how the roles and duties of the members of 
the Bangkok Metropolitan Council differed from those of tne members of the 
Gistrict councils. And they did not know who the candidates are. 


However, when asked how having district councils would benefit the people, 
even though the respondents did not answer confidently, they did give an 
Opinion on the advantages and disadvantages of having such councils. That is, 
30.2 percent felt that electing district council members meant electing 
representatives to protect the interests of the people; 27.4 percent felt that 
these people would help the people play a great role in administering their 
own affairs; and 19 percent said that this seemed like a sore democratic 
system. But there were others who held negative views. That is, 8.8 percent of 
the respondents felt that this would lead to greater favoritism in 
administration; 5.1 percent felt that this would interfere with 
administration; 7.5 percent felt that the election would not benefit the 
people; and 0.5 percent said that they did not know anything about the 
district councils. 
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Increasing Indifference 


The government officials and units are very concerned that few people will 
exercise their right to vote. Thus, it will be necessary to use various tricks 
to get the people to vote. Some precincts have started contests to see who can 
guess which precinct will have the largest voter turnout. Whoever guesses 
right will win a prize. It's like guessing on the outcome of a soccer match or 
competing for one of the many consumer goods prizes. 


Our poll showed that approximately 39.5 percent of the respondents planned to 
exercise their right to vote; 29.2 percent did not plan to vote; and 30.2 
percent said that they might vote. An interesting point is that those who said 
that they plan to vote might change their mind. 


Those who said that they do not plan to vote gave four main reasons for their 
decision. They do not plan to vote because this will not bring any changes for 
the better (32.5 percent); they are not interested (25.4 percent); the 
election is on a working day (18.7 percent); and none of the candidates is 
sufficiently qualified (6.2 percent). 


The reasons cited reveal various things about the role of the governor of 
Bangkok Metropolitan in the eyes of the people. They also reveal things about 
the people themselves, about setting election dates on working days and about 
the candidates. But the interesting point that is probably the basic reason is 
the role of the governor in the eyes of the people. When the respondents were 
asked about the work of the previous administrative team, only 6.6 percent 
said that the previous team had achieved very good results; 46.1 percent said 
that the previous administrative team did not dare make decisions; 43.6 
percent said that the team did not achieve any visible results; and }|.5 
percent said that the team had scored only a few achievements. 


These views should make the new governor stop and think about what his roles 
and duties should be v.'.. respect to the people. He should not think that the 
fact that few people «.x--cised their right to vote means that the people are 
not interested in what he does. The fact is, the people are very interested. 
If the new governor can score achievements, this may result in a larger voter 
turnout the next time. 


The People Still Like Democracy 


The question that everyone is interested in is: Which candidates have a 
chance of being elected? In this poll, respondents were asked to name the 
candidate who they think has the best chance of winning the election. They 
were also asked to give a reason for this. 


Mr Chana Rungsaeng, a Democrat Party candidate, was thought to be the person 
most likely to win. He was followed by Maj Gen Chamlong Simuang, 4 member of 
the United Force group. Third was Police Maj Gen M.K.W. Chetonhan Prawit, a 
member of the Thai Prachakon Party. Fourth was Mr Mongkhon Sigarot, a momber 
of the Bangkok Progress group. 





Divided by occupational group, 43.3 percent of the independent and service 
workers, 42.1 percent of the students and teachers, 41.8 percent cf the 
merchants and businessmen and 25.3 percent of the private and state enterprise 
officials thought that Mr Chana Rungsaeng would be the winner. As for Chamlong 
Simuang, 31.3 percent of the students and teachers and 29.0 percent of the 
civil servants, soldiers and policemen thought that he would win. The trend 
for M.L.W Chetchan Prawit was strongest among the civil servants, soldiers and 
policemen--35.7 percent. There was no clear trend for Mr Mongkhon Simgarot 
among any of the occupational groups. 


These responses can be used as data to make predictions about the results of 
the election. But the outcome is still very unclear. The poll was taken 
3 weeks vefore the election, and during that time many things could happen to 
change people's preferences. During the remaining three weeks, the campaign 
will become very intense, and this will have a great influence on the 
decisions of the voters. 


The respondents cited a variety of reasons for why they plan to vote for a 
certain candidate. Here, we will discuss only the two leading candidates who 
seem to have the best chance of winning. These seem to be the candidates worth 
watching. 


The respondents cited three main reasons for voting for Mr Chana: 


1. He is the candidate of the Democrat Party. At present, the Democrat Party 
is gaining great popularity among the people of Bangkok. This is because this 
party has done more things than other parties to win the approval and 
admiration of the people. 


2. He has engaged in many public relations activities and campaigned widely. 
Wherever you go, you can see his campaign posters. This has increased his 
visibility among the people. 


3. He is a capable administrator. He has achicved many things in administering 
things. Also, he has had previous experience in administering the affairs of 
Bangkok Metropolitan. 


Ma) Gen Chamlong Simuang has a good chance of winning the election for the 
following reasons: 


1. He seems to be a very honest person. Also, he is 4 resolute person who is 
not afraid to speak out and act. He would be less corrupt than the others. 


2. The people view him as a moral person who is very strict about following 
the precepts and who has curbed his unwholesome desires. 


3. He is gaining the confidence of more and more people. in particular, his 
suprorters are using new campaign methods, and these have caught the attention 
of the people. 
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The People of Bangkok Still Have Faith in the Political Party Systes 


It can be seen that the people are interested in these two candidates for 
different reasons. One is popular because of his affiliation with a political 
party. In the second case, the people are interested in the candidate hiaself. 
This result is in harmony with other statements made by the respondents. That 
is, 53.3 percent said that they would vote for a candidate who belongs to a 
political party, 26.3 percent said that they would vote for an independent 
candidate and 15.7 percent said that they would vote for a candidate who 
belongs to a group. These figures were similar for all the occupational 


groups. 


The respondents cited many reasons for voting for a candidate who belongs to a 
political party. But the main reasons were: 


They have confidence in the political party system and believe that this will 
lead to real democracy. 


The political parties have clear policies. People work together. This will 
help coordinate development at the national level. 


Some people plan to vote for the candidate of a political party because they 
like the party's policy or have faith in the party leader. 


The reasons cited for voting for an independent were: 


He will be able to implement his own policies. His decisions will not be 
dominated by a party or group. 


He will have freedom of action that will enable hia to balance the power of 
the political parties that participate in administering Bangkok Metropolitan 
because of having members on the sunicipal or district councils. 


The reasons cited for voting for candidates who belong to groups were: 


People will work as a team. The governor will not be under the influence of a 
political party but will not be isolated like an independent candidate. 


The person will have greater independence in making decisions. In 
administering things, there should be fewer disputes than in a political party 
systen. 


The poll showed that over half of the respondents who preferred a political 
party system favored Mr Chana Rungsaeng. Those who preferred the group system 
favored Maj Gen Chamlong Simuang and Mr Mongkhon Simarot. Approximately half 
of those who preferred an independent candidate favored Maj Gen Chaslong 


Simuang. 
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Good Campaign Methods 


The final conclusion that can be drawn from this poll is that 53.0 percent of 
the respondents want the candidates to discuss what policies and plans they 
will implement if elected; 39.6 percent prefer vaupaigns in which the 
candidates mix among the people. 


However, there are still some who prefer the old campaign methods. That is, 
3.7 percent like debates in which the candidates siing mud at each other. 
Another 2.8 percent are not interested in the campaign and just want the 
candidates to hand out gmoney. A tiny 0.2 percent are interested in using 
results as a campaign tool. 


The Matichon Company Ltd and the Social Research Council of Chulalongkorn 
University wanted to present the results of this public opinion poll in order 
to show the people’s views on the race for governor of Bangkok Metropolitan. 
Whether our analysis is right or wrong is not the important thing. Rather our 
goal has been to stimulate everyone concerned to improve their * licies and 
correct their weaknesses. We sincerely hope that what we have written will 
stimulate those who are indifferent to the election or who do not plan to vote 
to exercise their right to vote. As for who is actually elected to serve as 
the governor of Bangkok Metorpolitan, that is up to the people to decide. 
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POST ARTICLE ON CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM 
BK100305 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 10 Dec 85 p 4 


[Article by Somnuk Phetphrim: "Democracy That Never Was; Time ‘+ 
Constitutional Reform"] 


[Text] Commemorating the 50th anniversary of the Constitutional Government 
on June 24, 1932, Air Chief Marshal [ACM] Harin Hongsakun, in his capacity 
as the then President of Parliament, spoke via the government radio station 
to the nation in straightforward terms: 


“Our early set of Constitution, which was taken as the specimen of the 
svssequent ones, was hurriedly prepared, without much care. No attention 
was paid to the custom, tradition, mentality and way of life and living of 
our people. Those who were educated in Britain preferred the British 
system for our use and tried to follow it. Those who were educated in 
France preferred the French method and tried to do the same. Those who 
were educated in America preferred the American way and tried to adopt it. 
Thus our constitutions Leave our country with all sorts of confusion and 
problems. If it is possible for us to create a Charter which is compatible 
with our custom, tradition, mentality and way of life and living of our 
people, the undesirable confusion and problems will cease. Our country and 
people will enjoy peace and happiness." 


The former parliamentary president but it tairly mildly but he made it 

amply clear and loud to the entire populace that the written Charters we have 
had so far, includng the one in force, are not workable and not suitable to 
govern us. They have caused us a lot of troubles. They are not the assets 
but liabilities to our country. 


It must be agreed and accepted, however, that his is the voice of authority 
concerned. A pity it was not heard. It is an excelient proof to substantiate 
my submission that a comprehensive refurm of our written Charter is now due. 
In fact, it is long overdue. 


Apart from ACM Harin Hongsakun, there [word indistinct] prominent figure who 
suggested constitutional reform. His unique position as the one who was 
responsible for preparing the early set of Constitution made his suggestion 








unchallengable. In his life time, he had made attempts to translate his 
suggestion into reality but it was in vain. 


Since his suggestion was not in black and white, we have to digest his 
statements published in the ASIAWEEK magazine (December 28, 1979-January 4 
January 4, 1980). He lamented his early mistake because he was 
inexperienced. Without experience, he sometimes applied his theories 
dogmatically. He did not take the realities of hic country into account. 
He admitted that he did not have sufficient contacts with the common people 
and did not take the human element into consideration. His book knowledge 
did not help him much. 


On being asked whether he was satisfied that Siam was as constitutional 
and democratic as he would like her to be, he made it quite clear that 
he had to uphold democracy and had to resist the Fascist faction from 
taking over the country and bullying the Crown in a similar, if not the 
same, way as did Mussolini to Italy and King Emmanuel. 


In reality, he did defend the Crown from threat and humiliation by the 
element on many occasions. Those who have access to the court case re: 
The Public Prosecutor vs the War Criminal Defendants, tried by the Supreme 
Court, and peruse the evidences given by some of the very important 
witnesses would understand instantly that the well-being of the Crown was 
indeed fragile. 


He had great respect for the Royal House of Chakkri. During the period of 
World War LI when Bangkok was the target cf air raids, bh irranged ior most 
of the members of the Royal Family in the capital to stay in Bang Pa-In 
Palace, some 50-60 kilometres away from Bangkok, for safety reasons. "e 
went there often to give his personal supervision. On one occasion, I and 
two other friends had the good opportunity to follow him in case he needed 
our service. He lett Bangkok at about midnight. Finding that all was in 
order he left the place at about two in the morning of the next day. 


On being asked what was his gravest mistake in his life time, he replied 
ruefully: “When I had power, I had no experience. When I had more 
experience, I had no power." 


What was the implication of the above statement? Was it not a referrence 
to the constitutional mistake which his book knowledge failed him miserably 
and which he conscientiously yet earnestly vouched for its reform? 


Being a person with a high sense of duty and responsibility, he must have 
felt the most bitter when he had no chance to make atonement. He knev 
full well that there were several shortcomings in the | titution which 
needed correction but the most notable one was in connection with the 


monarchy lause, which was not proper ly in rporated, in relaxed moments 
must have pondered upon this clause. He realized, after all, that Siam was 
a kingdom, it was the King and the people that mattered Hie became keenly 


interested in King Chulalongkon's prudent advice (BANGKOK POST, 
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November 11, 1985) to the effect that if the King's royal rights and 
prerogatives were too much reduced by provision of the Constitution, it would 
not be teasible to govern the country. 


it was a matter of appreciation that he once explained to the Post's own 
correspondent, the late Claudia Ross, in Paris some years ago that the 
King should have supreme authority in all affairs of the State but with 
certain measures of constitutional restraints and limitations. It was not 
absolute monarchy but limited or constitutional monarchy in the very true 
sense of the word. This is in happy concurrence with the original notion 
of His Majesty King Prachathipok, Rama VII, who had the intention to 
constitutionalise the aboslute powers of the King in protection of rights, 
freedom, liberty and even life of the people in the unfortunate event the 
King turned unreasonable and reckless. 


But his wish was not fuliflled and he did not live to see the reform made 
because of his death. 


He was Luang Pradit Manutham (Pridi Phanomyong), the former Regent to 
King Anan, a senior statesman of the realm and leader of the Free Thai 
Movement. 


His life could be called an “unfinished journey." Now it rests with his 
friends, pupils, colleagues, fellow compatriots and even former rivals 
to carry out the reform which is, under the prevailing conditions, a 
matter of utter urgency. 


In summary, it must be admitted that the two recommendations tor 
constitutional reform as above elaborated are highly qualified. It would 
suffice to wake the Siamese people up to see their small yet beautiful 
countiy in a terribly bad shape that needs a thorough overhauling. 


There is yet another respected voice trom the above that causes natural 
concern to the Siamese people when their King remarked: "I am called a 
Kine but my duties are quite different...or difficlut to define...I do 
things that IL think will be useful and that is all..." following the 
foregoing royal complaint, we have no other alternative except to define 
the royal functions in our constitution as complete and specific as do the 
Japanese, Danish and Norwegian Constitution (BANGKOK POST, October 9, 1985). 


Is a matter of technicality, Article 2 of the current Constitution stipulates: 
"Section 2: Prathet Thai has a democratic form of Government. The King 

is the head of the nation." Such wording as this is abundantly vague and 
ambiguous. It gives rise to pluralistic interpretations. The situation 

might be exploited by skill and powerful manipulator. It should be amended 

to read: "The form of Government of the Kingdom of Siam shall be that of 

a limited (constitutional) monarchy." We should not avoid this way of 
phraseology as it is compatible with our custom and tradition. 
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To employ the phrase “democratic form of Government" might look attractive 
on the surface but as far as we are concerned, it is the democracy that never 
was. Besides, the EncyclopediaAmericana, 1956 Edition, says: "Democracy 

is one of the most controversial of concepts. Not only does it have 
powerful enemies, but even its friends do not always agree about what they 
are defending. Beyond the common idea that democracy is the popular 

control of governmer', there is no universally accepted definition." 


Topping it, the King did not say he would reign his realm with democracy, 
he proclaimed: “We shall reign with righteousness for the benefits and 
happiness of the Siamese people.” 


In calling for the formation of an independent non-governmental constitution 
Reform Council, it does not necessarily mean that the active government 
officials and officers would be precluded from joining the council. All 
those who are well versed in constitutional law, custom, tradition and 
practicai experience in legislative works would be invited to join it in 
their private and personal capacity. And in so doing, I do not overlook 
the relevance and the potentials of the Government, Parliament and 

other institutions. 


As a matter of fact, I have my submission to reform the present Constitution 
known in writing to the Prime Minister, the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, the Speaker of the Senate and the President of the Supreme 
Court. I received an encouraging reply from the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives to the effect that he would take up the matter to house at 
an early appropriate time. He thanked me as a private person who had 
interest in the highly important matter of the nation. He encouraged 

me to make further study on the issue and to cooperate in solving the 
problems. As the time is pressing and the problem looms larger every day. 
in the interest of the country, we cannot .fford to wait any longer but have 
to proceed. 


As ACM Harin Hongsakun commands the respect of all quarters, I submit that 
he takes the role of head of the council. 


As Professor M. R. Seni Pramot is an ardent admirer of, and an expert on, 
the Stone Inscription of King Ramkhamhaeng on which we will base our 
next Constitution, I submit that he takes the role of an adviser to 

the council, 


Since it was on record that H. E. Deputy Prime Minister Buntheng 
Thongsawat, in drafting the Constitution of 2489 BE (1946) in conjunction 
with the late MP Mongkhor Ratanawichit of Nakhon Si Thammarat, submitted 
to the drafting committee to the effect that the soverign powers he vested 
in the King. His submission was rejected by the Fascist dominated 
committee. The Deputy Prime Minister Buntheng should have his second 
chance by joining the council. 


The Prime Minister, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Speaker 
of the Senate and the President of the Supreme Court should take the role 
of ex-officio patrons. 
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THAILAND 


COMMANDER ON STRENGTH OF SOUTHERN MUSLIM GROUPS 


BK150118 Bangkok THE NATION in English 15 Dec 85 p 2 


[Text| In what is seen as an attempt to regain political and military 
strength, the Pattani United Liberation Organization [PULO] early last 
month announced the formation of a "revolutionary council," a senicr 
military officer said. 


The newly-established council aims to intensify the "war of secession" and 
form an independent Muslim state in the southern part of Thailand, he 
said. 


Commander of the Fourth Army Region Lt Gen Wanchai Chitchamnong told THE 
NATION that the announcement was made in a Middle Rast country which has 
long been known as a major supporter of southern separatist movements 

in Thailand. 


However, he played down its importance, saying" "The formation of such 
a revolutionary council is merely a propaganda ploy by PULO leaders. To 
us, it has no military or political significance." 


He said the separatist movements suffered a major setback when the 
government launched a series of military and political offensives 

against them in accordance with the prime minister's Orders No 66/2523 and 
No 65/2525. 


According to the general, the number of armed secessionists had significantly 
declined from over 2,000 to about 300 and they have become "bandits." 


"These remanents have formed into groups of 5-6 armed bandits robbing and 
extorting ‘protection fees' from people in the southernmost provinces, 
and local support for them is eroding. They have abandoned their 
ideology," he said. 


Besides, he added, the other two separatist movements, the Barisan 


National Pembebasan Pattani (BNPP) and tuc Barisan Rakyat National (BRN), 
had been liquidated due to the lack of support from local people. 
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Moreover, Lt Gen Wanchai said, the PULO suffered another setback when Saudi 
Arabian authorities in Fel cuary arrested and deported more than 900 people 
affiliated to the movement. This had hit the credibility and popularity 

of the organization among southern Muslims. 


He said these people had been deceived by PULO while going on a pilgrimage 
to Mecca. The organization had promised them well-paid jobs in that 
country in exchange for joining the PULO, said the officer. 


Meanwhile, an intelligence source in the Fourth Army Region said the army 
was closely monitoring the increasing harassment that the separatists 
are causing to people in southern provinces. 


He said the army was planning to deploy additional troops in the area to 
protect the lives and property of the people and wipe out the last PULO 


guerrillas from these southern provinces. 
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ATHIT WARNS AGAINST ‘NEW COMMUNIST THREAT’ 
BK180116 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 18 Dec 85 p 1 


[Text] Supreme Commander General Athit Kamlang-ek yesterday warned 
against a new communist threat and called on security agencies to step 
up efforts to combat the threat. 


Speaking on the 20th anniversary of the Internal Security Operations 
Comsnd [ISOC], Gen Athit said the Communist Party of Thailand [CPT] was 
now concentrating more on political activism foliowing its defeat in 

the armed struggle. 


Gen Athit said the CPT had stepped up its contacts with the people and 
tried to woo their support. 


"They don't call themselves communists any more," he claimed, “but call 
themselves democrats.” 


He said communist propaganda had made several people confused as to whether 
communists were also admirers of the democratic system. 


The Army commander said communist party members also actively joined 
struggles for social justice, leading people to the belief they were not 

a menance to democracy, but advocates of social justice. 

"It is dangerous if people get confused about the true nature of communism," 
said the general, who said the prospect had to be prevented. 


He suggested the launching of a campaign to inform the public about the 
true nature of communism and urged LSOC officials to build up the 
confidence toward democratic ideology among the public. 


He also warned officials against abusing their authority in such a way 
that the people would be driven to embrace the communists. 


The general admitted that creating understanding about democracy and communism 
among the public was not an easy task. 
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COUP DEFENDANTS' LAWYER ON TRIAL STRATEGY 
Bangkok WIWAT in Thai 4-10 Nov 65 pp 12-15 
[Interview with Chuchat Silaprat, attorney for Gen Soem Na Nakhon and “ a Yot 


Thephatsadin Na Ayuthaya in the 9 September 1985 case; date and p.a2e not 
specified) 


(Text ] Mr Chuchat Sileprat, age 48, is a native of Yala 
Province. He graduated from the provincial high school 
and then entered the Pathumwan Engineering College. He 
then studied law at Ramkhamhaeng University, graduating 
with the first class. He passed the bar through the 
Bar Association's Office of Legal Studies. He is now the 
president of the Ramkhamhaeng Lawyers’ Association and 
the head of the Silapaniti Legal Office. The case that 
gained him a reputation was the suit brought against the 
Telephone Organization of Thailand for firing the 
director of the TOT, Maj Gen M.R.W. Suttaphan Thawiwong. 
The court decided that Maj Gen Suttaphan had been fired 
unjustly. Another well-known case was the bombing of the 
Ministry of Defense. He served as the defense lawyer and 
won the case. 


[Question] Which of the defendants are you representing in this case? 

[Answer] As of now, I have only been asked to represent Gen Soem Na Nakhon and 
Gen Yot Thephatsadin Na Ayuthaya. No lawyers have been officially appointed in 
this case. Lawyers will be officially appointed to the case on the day that 
the questioning of the witnesses begins, that is, on 4 December. 

[Question] Who asked you to serve as the defense lawyer? 

[Answer] The two generals contacted me directly. Mr Khanung Ruchai and many 
other lawyers are working on this case, too. In particular, there are several 
lawyers from Mr Khanung Ruchai's office. 


[Question] How many lawyers will there be on your team? 


[Answer] Mr Janchop Charoenwiriyaphap is the lawyer for Gen Yot. 
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have authority in the case. The law does not give the prime minister any 
powers or the authority to consider the case files. This has raised suspicions 
about why he was given the investigation files. After he has been informed and 
had time to consider matters, I hope tiist his actions benefit the country and 
help unify the people of the country au he told the people. Even though he 
Goes not have the authority to examine the files, his knowing the facts should 
be beneficial. This should not hurt anything. At the very least, he will know 
who his real enemies are. 


I want to say that I have enough facts and evidence to prove that the 
defendants dic not do anything wrong. I am sure that Gen Prem knows these 
facts, too. 


[Question] In short, you have a strong case. Is that correct? 


[Auswer]) You can never be sure of having enough evidence until the case comes 
to an end. The defense lawyer can always bring in more evidence. This is 
different from the prosecution, whose evidence is gathered by the 


investigation officials during the investigation stage. This is different from 
defense lawyers. 


As the defense lawyer, my duties are different from those of the state's 
laayers. My duty is to investigate matters and fight the case in court. In 
this respect I may have an advantage over the prosecutor, who gust obtain his 
facts from the investigation officials, or the police, in order to prosecute 
the case. The investigation conducted by the police may not be very detailed 
or thorough. And because of the weaknesses in their investigation, it may not 
be possible to prove that the defendants are guilty or show who is guilty. 


Something that I would like people to think about is how the labor leaders, 
including both those who have been arrested and those who have not been 
charged, became involved in the events of 9 September 1985. Who gave orders to 
these labor leaders? Who was behind these labor leaders? Col Manun Rupkhachon 
and the retired generals did not have any influence over these labor leaders. 
The details about this may be revealed during the trial. 


[Question] Are you sure that someone gave orders to the labor leaders? 


[Answer] There had to be someone who gave orders to thea. It's not easy to 
give orders to labor \¢aders. The person who gave them orders.... Why doesn't 
that person come forward to protect his people? Why doesn't he show sone 


sympathy for his people? 

[Question] Do you think that the 9 September affair involves a “Mong?” 
[Answer] I don't like to use the word "Mong." I prefer to use the word 
"ringleader." The identity of tne ringleader has not yet been revealed. But 


his identity may be revealed during the trial if that becomes necessary. 


[Question] If the identity of the ringleader is revealed in court, do you 
think that this will lead to further turmoil? 














[Answer] Personally, I don’t want things to go that far unless it is really 
necessary. As for whether it will be necessary to reveal his identity, the 
situation in court say make that necessary. It may be necessary to do that in 
order to show that the defendants are innocent. In the eyes of the law, 
the "intention" of the defendants is a crucial factor in determining their 
innocence or guilt. 


[Question] During your investigation of the case, you learned that Gen Presa 
has read the case file. Do you think that he will grant amnesty? 


[Answer) | learned about this from the newspapers. I didn't discover this 
myself. As for whether an amnesty act will be promulgated, I think that the 
government will weigh both the pros and cons. Issuing an amnesty act probably 
has both advantages and disadvantages. The government will have to stipulate a 
policy on how this matter should be handled and what methods should be used in 
order to issue this act. 


{Question) Are you in favor of granting amnesty? 


[Answer) | would like people to consider the fact that these generals are ali 
former high-ranking military commanders. They have all worked for the country 
and done much of benefit to the nation. Almost all those on active duty today 
were once their subordinates. There are many people in the military who still 
have great respect for these men. As for the lower-ranking soldiers involved 
in this case, they, too, have many close friends with whom they have worked 
closely. The friends of those involved in this case will definitely be 
affected to some degree. On the other hand, if amnesty or a pardon is granted 
without good reason, the law, which provides the foundation for governing the 
country, will be meaningless. The thing that has to be considered is whether 
we should revise our political principles or our legal principles in this 
case. I think that the government has a much broader view of this than I do. 


On 25 October, I saw the condition of the low-ranking soldiers--brave soldiers 
of the country--who have been jailed. 1 felt very sad. If their superior 
officiers had ordered them to go to their deaths, let along participate in a 
coup, these soldiers would have obeyed. Seeing this, | wondered what our brave 
soldiers in the military will think if they are ordered to sacrifice their 
lives for the country. 1 would like to ask the prime minister to think about 
this. He has constantly called for unity in the country. But is he doing 
anything to foster unity in the present case? I feel that in certain political 
cases, political principles are just as important as legal principles. 
Otherwise, there may be a lack of solidarity in the country and military. 


[Question] Do you think that it is necessary to reveal everything about this 
case, which could lead to splits? 


[Anawer) The duty of a lawyer is to win the case. But all lawyers realize that 
they have @ duty to the nation just like those in other occupations. Thus, if 
we can win the case without having to har@ others, we will not go that far. 
All we want is for the court to dismiss the charges. If the court finds the 
defendants innocent, it isn’t necessary to accuse others. 


Il want to repeat that it is not gay intention to harm anyone unless that 
becomes necessary in order to prove that the defendants are innocent. | am 
prepared to reveal the identity of the ringleader. I am confident that the 
defendants will be treated very fairly by the court. 
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ARMY REASSIGNMENTS, RELATIONSHIPS SEEN IN LIGHT OF COUP 
Bangkok MATICHON SUT SAPDA in Thai 6 Oct 85 pp 17-20 


(Unattributed report: "The Military Reshuffle in the Wake of the 9 September 
Rebellion, a New Trend in the Arrangement of the Forces") 


(Excerpt) Army Order on New Assignments for Officers 


On 19 September 1965 Gen Athit Kamlangek, the RTA CINC, signed Aray Order 
6887/1985 on officer assignments and pay scale adjustments. Sixteen officers 
were transferred. Among these are two officers that deserve special attention: 


1. Col Bunsong Phatrasongkhram, the commander of the ist Royal Guards Cavalry 
Regiment, was transferred to the ist Military District. 


2. Lt Col Phinit Chonphroa, the comaander of the 4th Royal Guards Cavairy 
Battalion, was transferred to the ist Military District. 


This order also directed that Col Praphat Wisutthiphichaiphan, the commander 
of the 5th Cavairy Regiment, take coga@and of the ist Royal Guards Cavalry 
Regiment and that Maj Somyot Khlongwicha, the deputy commander of the 
Sth Royal Guards Cavalry Battalion, take command of this battalion. 


With the exception of the four officers mentioned above, the transfers were 
effective as of 1 October 1985. As for the four officers mentioned above and 
their replacements, the order went into effect on 19 September 1985. 


In What Way Was Col Bunsong Phatrasongkhraa Involved in the Events of 
9 September? 





Col Bunsong Phatrasongkhraa is a meaber of Chulachomklao Royal Military 
Academy (CRMA) Class 10. In February 1981 he was appointed deputy commander of 
the 2d Cavalry Regiment. Following that, he became the coamander of the 
ist Royal Guards Cavalry Regiment. 
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Almost all the published reports state that on 9 Septeaber, Col Bunsong was 
one of the officers present at Revolutionary Council headquarters at Sanaa 
Suapa. However, there were later reports that before he went to Sanam Suapa, 
Col Bunsong sent a report to the government faction informing thems that he was 
going after his subordinates who had taken tanks (THAI RAT, 11 September). 


A military news source from Building 602 stated that "between 0700 and 
0600 hours, Col Bunsong went to Revolutionary Council headquarters dressed in 
a camouflage uniform. He was carrying a pistol...” 


At the same time, the Internal Peacekeeping Command issued a short report from 
the lith Royal Guards Infantry Regigent stating that "at 1700 hours, Col 
Bunsong Phatrasongkhram, the commander of the ist Royal Guards Cavairy 
Regiment, appeared at the Internal Peacekeeping Command. Prior to this, there 
had been reports that he was one...” 


It is thought that Col Bunsong Phatrasongkhraa was transferred to the 
ist Military District after these events because of his inability to control 
the troops under his command. Also, his role in the events of 9 September is 
unclear. 


Lt Col Phinit Chonphrom, the Fate of « "Protege of Prea” 


Lt Col Phinit Chonphros is a member of CRMA Class 15. He served as the leader 
of an ar@ored vehicle platoon with the 19th Cavairy Battalion, which is 
directly subordinate to the 9th Infantry Division. In Noveaber 1973 he was 
transferred to the 2¢ Aray Area, where he served as a comgpany co@mander with 
the 6th Cavairy Battalion, which was directly subordinate to the 34 Infantry 
Division. At that tige, Maj Gen Pres Tinsulanon was the deputy cogs@anding 
general of the 2d Aray Area. He became the commanding general of that aray 
area in October 1974 It is said that Lt Col Phinit became a “protege of Prem” 
Guring that period. 


After the events of | April 1961, he was @ade the deputy commander of the 
Sth Cavalry Battalion. He becase the commander of this battalion in 
January 1964. Ever since that time, he has been a meaber of the "Royal 
Elephants” group, a group in which Col Phiraphong Sanphakphisut plays a 
leading role. Then on 9 Septeaber, men and tanks from the 4th Royal Guards 
Cavalry Battalion played 4 gajor role in the rebellion. 


"The person who ordered the troops to move outranked ge,” said Lt Col Phinit 
when questioned by reporters (THAI RAT, 11 September). 


Former co@manders of this battalion include Gen Prachuap Suntharangkun, Lt Gen 
Prayat Rotphothong, Maj © nm Arun Priwattnas, Col Manun Rupkhachon, Col Narong 
Charuserani and Col Ut Buongbon. In addition to being associates, these aen 
are all “proteges" of Prem. Today, Maj Gen Arun Priwatthaa is the commander of 
the 24 Combat Support Headquarters at Nong Chabok near the ho@e of Gen Presa 
Tinsulanon. Col Narong Charuserani, who took command of this battalion after 
Col Manun Rupkhachon, is now serving as the deputy cogmander of tie 
5th Cavalry Regigent. This order has now appointed him “staff officer to the 
commander.” 
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What About Their Replacements? 


Col Praphat Wisutthiphichaiphan is a member of CRMA Class 9. He has served as 
the deputy chief of staff of the ist Cavalry Division, the head of the Cavalry 
Center and the deputy chief of staff of the 2d Cavalry Division. He was 
appointed commander of the Sth Cavalry Regiment in January 1982. The person 
who will replace him as commander of the 5th Cavalry Regiment is Col Chamlong 
Bunkraphu, who has been serving as the deputy commander of this regiment. The 
two officers who have been appointed deputy commanders of the 5th Cavalry 
Regiment are Lt Col Dusadi Upathom, who was serving as the commander of the 
234 Cavairy Battalion, and Lt Col Sipho Paowarat, who was serving as the 
commander of the 20th Royal Guards Cavalry Battalion. 


The Case of Air Chief Marshal Phromtnep, a Variable for the Air Force 


All three deputy supreme commanders, that is, Gen Bunrit Thanthranon, Admiral 
Supha Khotseni and Air Chief Marshal Arun Phromthep, went to Revolutionary 
Council headquarters early in the gorning. But only Air Chief Marshal Arun was 
arrested. And because he is an officer on active duty, he has been detained at 
the ist Military District. He will not be turned over to the Special Branch 
Division. It is thought that Air Chief Marshal Arun Phromthep is in a very 
difficult situation. 


During the events of 1 April 1981, another deputy supreme commander, Admiral 
Ketu Santiwetchakun, found himself in the same situation. In the end, he was 
assigned to Supreme Command Headquarters to await retirement. If Air Chief 
Marshal Arun Phromthep is assigned to Supreme Command Headquarters, this will 
mean a great change for air force officers. The position of deputy supreme 
commander is a position for a general at th- ‘leld marshal level. The person 
appointed to this position gust be a general, air chief garshal or admiral. in 
April 1961, Admiral Udon Tulayanon was appointed deputy supreme commander and 
acting deputy under secretary of defense. 


At present, besides Air Chief Marshal Praphan Thupategi, the RTAF CINC, the 
air chief garshals presently on active duty include: 


1. Air Chief Marshal Wira Thaikla, who is attached to the Office of the 
Under Secretary, Ministry of Defense. 


2. Air Chief Marshal Sansoen Wanit, the deputy under secretary of defense. 
3. Air Chief Marshal Rewat Wariyaphong, the deputy chief of staff officers. 
4%. Air Chief Marshal [huanthong Totawut, the air force chief of staff. 

5. Air Chief Marshal Chamnan Phatrayothin, the deputy RATAF CINC. 


6. Air Chief Marshal Watnit Holasut, the assistant ATAF CINC. 


7. Air Chief Marehal Phisut Rutthakhani, the assistant RTAF CINC. 











What is interesting is that if one of the new air chief marshals in the air 
force is moved up to replace Air Chief Marshal Arun Phromthep as deputy 
Supreme commander, there will be uwuch movement among the air vice marshals. 


Watch the Army After August 1986 


The October 1985 military reshuffle and the 1-year extension granted to Gen 
Athit Kamlangek has resulted in the following appointments at the top echelon 
of the army: 


*. Gen Athit Kamlangek, RTA CINC. 

2. Gen Chuthai Saengthawip, deputy RTA CINC. 

3. Gen Ankhaphon Somrup, assistant RTA CINC. 

4. Gen Kamhaeng Chanthawirat, assistant RTA CINC. 
5. Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut, army chief of staff. 


A very interesting point concerning these appointments is that generals 2, 3 
and 4 will all retire in September 1986. And the extension of Gen Athit 
expires in August 1986. Thus, in October 1986, the only full general left in 
the army will be Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut, the army chief of staff. This means 
that if Gen Athit is not granted another 1 year extension as RTA CINC, the 
next RTA CINC will almost surely be Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut. 


If things happen this way, the two officers now serving as deputy army chiefs 
of staff, Lt Gen Wanchai Ruangtrakun and Lt Gen Cahrat Wongsayan, will 
probably be promoted to full general. As for the other two slots, Lt Gen 
Wanchai Chitchamnong, who was appointed commanding general of the 4th Army 
Area in October 1983, will probably be appointed deputy RTA CINC in 
October 1986. 


The one remaining slot for a full general will probably go to an officer 
promoted to lieutenant general in October 1984. These include Lt Gen Phisit 
Mobut, the commanding general of the 2d Army Area, Lt Gen Phichit Kunlawanit, 
the commanding general of the ist Army Area, Lt Gen Sunthon Khongsomphong, the 
commander of the Special Forces Command, and Lt Gen Charuai Wongsayan, the 
assistant army chief of staff for civil affairs. 


The reason for listing them in this order is that Lt Gen Phisit Mobut was 
promoted to major general and made the commander of the 6th Infantry Division 
in October 1980. Lt Gen Phichit Kunsawanit was promoted to major general and 
made the commander of the 1st Royal Guards Infantry Division in April 1981. 
Both Lt Gen Sunthon Khongsomphong and Lt Gen Charuai Wongsayan were promoted 
in October 1981, Lt Gen Sunthon to the position of commander of the Army 
Aviation Center and Lt Gen Charuai to the position of commander of the 
ist Military District. This is based on their date of promotion and their 
position. No political o: "upper cloud" factors have been considered. 
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Transfers, Politics Leads the Military 


Ever since the events of 1 April 1981, there have been some very interesting 
military partnerships within the military, particularly the army. Lt Gen Pamot 
Thawonchan was transferred from the Office of the Under Secretary of Defense 
and made the army chief of staff, and Lt Gen Athit Kamlangek, the commanding 
general of the ist Army Area, was made the assistant RTA CINC while serving 
concurrently as the commanuing general of the ist Army Area. 
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ARMY INTERNAL ALLIANCES, EFFECTS OF TRANSFERS DISCUSSED 
Bangkok CHAT ATHIPATAI in Thai 19-25 Oct 85 pp 8, 9 


[Unattributed report: "Loss of Balance in the Military in the Wake of the 
Latest Coup"] 


[Excerpt] The Reshuffle of Lower-Ranking Officers and the Shift in Balance 


As for unity in the military following the recent annual reshuffle of senior 
officers, the senior commanders, including the under secretary of defense, the 
supreme commander and staff, the RTA CINC and staff and tne RTAF CINC and 
staff, are all members of Army Preparatory School (APS) Class 5, the class of 
Gen Athit Kamlangek, the acknowledged leader of this group. 


In the army, most of the officers promoted to high positions are members of 
Chulachomklao Royal Military Academy (CRMA) Class 1, the class of acting Gen 
Chawalit Yongchaiyut, the new army chief of staff. The three new assistant 
army chiefs of staff, Lt Gen Ngamphon Butsathit, Lt Gen Kasem Sguanchatsonkrai 
and Lt Gen Charuai Wongsayan, are all members of this class. 


Prior to the reshuffle, officers at the battalion and regimental command 
levels exerted pressure to have Lt Gen Phichit Kunlawanit, whom some people 
have viewed as the next RTA CINC, to be promoted to full general and made 
assistant RTA CINC while serving concurrently as commanding general of the 
ist Army Area. But Lt Gen Phichit was not promoted and still holds the same 
position as before. This has greatly disappointed his supporters. 


As soon as they learned of the official results of the reshuffle, the 
supporters of Lt Gen Phichit said that "actually, he is not at all concerned 
about rank or position. He can be happy in any position. All he wants is 
something to do. He is very serious about his work." 


At the divisional command level, even more divisions than before are now 
controlled by members of CRMA Class 5. Even though Maj Gen Isaraphong 
Nunphakdi, who has been made the deputy commanding general of tne 2d Army 
Area, is no longer the commander of the Ist Royal Guards Infantry Division, 
which is an important division, the new commander, Maj Gen Wimon Wongwanit, is 
a@ member of CRMA Class 5, too. 
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Members of CRMA Class 5 wno command the same divisions as before include Maj} 
Gen San Siphen, the commander of the 2d Division; Maj Gen Choetchai 
Thiratthanon, the commander of the 9th Division; Maj Gen Bunthaen Nienchaloei, 
the commander of the 6th Division, Maj Gen Somphon Toemthongchai, the 
commander of the 3d Division; Maj Gen Phuchong Nilakham, the commander of the 
Artillery Division; Maj Gen Wirot Saengsanit, the commander of the AAA 
Division; Maj Gen Ariya Ukhosakit, the commander of the 2d Cavalry Division; 
Maj Gen Khachon Ramanwong, the commander of the 2d Special Forces Division; 
and Maj Gen Woraphim Ditsayabut, tne commander of ine 1ith Division. The two 
members of this class who were just appointed to divisional command positions 
are Maj Gen Phirot Chanthara-urai, the commander of the Ist Cavalry Division 
and Acting Maj Gen Choe Phosinak, the commander of the 4th Division. 


Besides this, many other members of CRMA Class 5 remain in administrative 
positions. This includes Lt Gen Suchinda Khraprayun, the assistant army chief 
of staff, who is the president of Class 5; Maj Gen Sakan Sathityutthadan, the 
commander of Military District 1; Maj Gen Thawisit Sangsomwong, the commander 
of the Cnonburi Military District; Maj Gen Prasoet Sanrut, the director of 
personnel; Maj Gen Chatchom Kanlong, the director of logistics; Maj Gen 
Phaibun Hongsinlak, the chief of staff of the 2d Army Area; and Maj Gen 
Chamlaeng Uchukomon, the chief of staff of the ist Army Area. 


As soon as Class 5 officers learned of the results of the reshuffle, tney held 
a party. The party was held at the beginning of September at the Ambassador 
Hotel. They said that they were nolding the party to celebrate Gen Chawalit's 
promotion to army chief of staff. But most of those attending the party were 
members of CRMA Class 5. 


The fact that members of CRMA Class 5 have maintained their positions and 
gained command of even more divisions has greatly upset officers who oppose 
them. This other group of officers nad hoped that Maj Gen Isaraphong would be 
replaced as commander of the ist Royal Guards Infantry Division by Col Banthit 
Malai-arisun, the commander of the Ist Royal Guards Infantry Regiment. Also, 
they wanted the position of commander of the 9th Division to go to Col 
Yutthasak Sasiprapha. But things did not turn out that way. Only Col Wattana 
Sanphanit and Col Yutthasak Sasiprapha were promoted to major general as 
commander of the ist Special Forces Division and chief of staff of the 
Territorial Defense Department respectively. At the same time, members of 
CRMA Class 9, who are said to be close to CRMA Class 5, are waiting to take 
over most of t’. regimental command positions from CRMA Class 8. Besides this, 
two members oi this class have already reached the rank of general. These two 
are Maj Gen Mongxhon Amphonphisit and Maj Gen Kasem Naphasawat. 


Even though those who are dissatisfied with the results of the reshuffle have 
been playing a much smaller role since the events of 9 September, the rise of 
those who side with the government and who helped suppress the rebellion wiil 
be another sore point that will cause trouble in the future. 


As for balance in the military, even though some people have said that during 
his 4 years as RTA CINC, Gen Athit Kamlangek has always been personally 
involved in reshuffling officers at the level of battalion commander, at 
higher echelons it has been Gen Prem who has promoted those whom he trusts in 
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order to have a balance. Besides this, some classes that have not openly 
announced which side they support, as have CRMA classes 5 and 8, have now 
begun to move to Gen Prem's side after seeing that he was able to suppress the 
9 September rebels. 


In addition to the dissatisfaction witnin the military over the results of the 
recent military reshuffle, politics outside the military is making the 
Situation even worse. This is because some of the large political parties in 
the government coalition have recommended that Gen Prem take resolute action 
against both the soldiers and the laborers who took part in the 9 September 
rebellion. 


There are many things that are now causing splits witnin the military. Staff 
officers have held meetings and tried to discover the sources of the leaflets 
that have been flooding the military. Based on their investigations, these 
officers have said that this is probably the work of certain political parties 
that want to cause splits for their own advantage. This is not the first time 
that this has happened. This has happened very often. At the party on the 
evening of 11 October, Gen Athit told fellow members of APS Class 5 that 
political parties are disseminating these leaflets. 


In this tense political situation, Maj Gen Sutsai Hatsadin, a retired officer 
who has played politics outside parliament with various power groups, recently 
said that "I think that there will definitely be another coup within the next 
2 months. Gen Prem, Gen Athit and M.R.W. Khukrit Pramot have been driven to 
the wall." 


When the dissatisfaction over the results of the recent military reshuffle and 
the present political tension are added together, perhaps Maj Gen Sutsai is 
right. 
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BURMESE CURRENCY CHANGES CAUSE BORDER ECONOMIC PROBLEMS 
Bank Officers Discuss Problem 
Bangkok THAI RAT in Thai 6 Nov 85 pp 1, 2 


(Excerpt] Burma's announcement on 3 November that it intends to replace the 
kyat has affected trade along the Thai-Burmese border. On 5 November, Mr 
Somphon Sukansi, the manager for branch operations of the Thai Farmers' Bank, 
revealed that the bank has ordered all its branches along the border, 
including those in Mae Sot District, Tak Province, those in Mae Hong Son 
Province and those in Mae Sai District, Chiang Rai Province, to monitor the 
trade situation and see what affect this will have on the bank's customers. 
There have also been reports that the Sampheng area, a large market area, will 
be affected, too. 


Burma's decision to replace the kyat did not have any effect on the Thai 
Farmers’ Bank because the bank does not exchange this currency. The bank's 
Thai cusomters probably don't hold this currency like they do the dollar 
because it cannot be exchanged for baht. Thus, this should not have much of an 
effect. In particular, the merchants who trade with Burma on a regular basis 
will know what the trade situation is like. 


Mr Somphon said that the manager of the Sampheng braach of the bank has been 
ordered to see how great an effet this has had. This is not an attempt to grab 
customers but rather an effort to monitor things. Because whenever something 
like this happens, the merchants become worried. 


The Thai Military Bank pointed out that the bank does not have too many 
branches along the Thai-Burmese border. Thai merchants know that the bank does 
not accept kyat. Thus, losses should be very small. Similarly, the Thai 
Commerce Bank said that after this happened, the branches were told to assess 
the losses. The bank does not have any problems because the baht is used as 
the medium of exchange in trade activities. 


At the same time, a reporter in Mae Sai District, Chiang Rai Province, 
reported that people in this district have been affected by the change in 
currency because of the trade along the Burmese border. Trade is depressed, 
and few of the merchants dare to engage in trading. However, the Burmese 
government has announced that money can be exchanged from 11 November to 
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31 December. But the merchants are not sure whether they will actually be able 
to exchange their money or not. 


In Tak Province, Mr Sombun Phrommet, the governor of Tak Province, talked with 
reporters about the crisis caused by Burma's change of currency. He talked 
with reporters when he went to visit people along the Thai-Burmese border in 
Mae Sot, Mae Ramat and Tha Song Yang districts at 0900 hours yesterday. He 
said that this will definitely have a great effect, especially on trade. The 
effect will be the same as when we devalued the baht. This depends on the 
Burmese government. But he feels that Tnai merchants will be able to solve tie 
problem and that few will go bankrupt. He has asked the president of the Tak 
chamber of commerce to gather data on this in order to help the people who are 
experiencing problems. This is a national-level matter. The Border Committee 
will hold a meeting at the provincial administrative headquarters on 
6 November in order to discuss ways to solve this problem. 


Mr Sombun said that Thai and Burmese merchants are now trying to reach an 
agreement. The Burmese merchants have been asked to exchange the kyat in the 
possession of the Thai merchants at only half the value. This will lighten tne 
burden and prevent anyone from going bankrupt. 


Bant-Kyat Rate 
Bangkok THAI RAT in Thai 4 Nov 85 pp 1, 7, 20 


(Excerpt) A reporter in Mae Sot District, Tak Province, reported that at 
1430 hours on 3 November, while merchants and villagers were watching a 
Burmese television program oroadcast from Rangoon on system 525, which can be 
picked up in Mae Sot District, the program was suddenly interrupted so that 
the Burmese government could make an urgent announcement. It announced that 
the "Burmese government wants to inform the people of Burma that effective 
immediately, the government is terminating the use of 100, 50 and 20 kyat 
banknotes. Those holding these banknotes can exchange them at the Burmese Bank 
Cooperative. Each person will be permitted to exchange up to 4,000 kyat. Each 
family may exchange up to 3,000 kyat. This must be done by 11 November." 


This Burmese law stipulates that Burmese families cannot have more than 6,000 
kyat. If they are found to have more than this amount, they can be imprisoned. 
The exchange rate for the kyat will fluctuate depending on the trade 
Situation. The exchange rate has been as high as 200 baht per 100 kyat on the 
black market. But now the rate is 60 baht per 100 kyat, which is similar to 
the exchange rate used at the border markets, such as in Mae Sai District in 
Chiang Rai Province, Sang Khala District in Kanchanaburi Province and Ranong. 


The television announcement about the change in Burmese currency threw the Mae 
Sot garket into great confusion. This is the country's largest market for 
exporting goods to Burma, with the value of the goods reaching several billion 
baht a year. Such trading activities have been going on for more than 30 
years. But following this announcement, the merchants who were trading with 
Burmese merchants immediately stopped selling goods to the Burmese. 
About 300 shops at the Mae Sot market hold a total of approximately 100 
million kyat. These shops will definitely suffer great losses. 





























JPRS-SEA-86-004 
9 January 1986 


The news report stated that it is worth noting that before this announcement 
Was made, since the end of October, Burmese officials have allowed more than 
6C bus loads of Burmese merchants totaling several hundred people to travel to 
the border in Myawadi District, which is opposite Ban Tha Sai Luat in Mae Sot 
District. These merchants used kyat to purchase goods at the Mae Sot market. 
This caused great excitement among the merchants of Mae Sot, who hoarded kyat 
in the expectation that tiie value of the currency would increase. 


Tne THAI RAT reporter questioned merchants at the Mae Sot market about the 
effect that this currency change would have. Mr Panithi Tangphati, age 47, the 
owner of the Chaiphattana fabric store and a member of the Mae Sot Merchants 
Association, said that rough estimates of the losses as of 3 November show 
that losses will definitely exceed 100 million kyat. 


Mr Thongphun Chaichun, age 39, the owner of the Phonphaibun shop, has traded 
with the Burmese for a long time. He said that Thai cannot go and exchange the 
Kyat that they hold. He thinks that this will affect the Sampheng central 
market. Many shops will go bankrupt because they hold large sums of Burmese 
currency that they cannot exchange. 


A reporter in Tak Province reported that after the Burmese governcent 
announced this currency change, Mr Sombun Phrommet, the governor of Tak 
Province, revealed that this has had a great effect on our trade. However, he 
will ask Mr Phayun Methongkham, the district officer in Mae Sot District, to 
determine the losses suffered as a result of this. A report will then be sent 
to the Ministry of Interior. 


Mr Chai Chaiyanon, the district officer in Mae Sai District in Chiang Rai 
Province, said that this currency change has not had much of an effect on 
merchants at the Mae Sai market because most of these merchants d> business 
using baht. Thus, only a few people are experiencing problems. 


District Officer, Others Comment 
Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 5 Nov 85 pp 1, 2 


[Excerpt] Mr Phayun Methongkham, the district officer in Mae Sot District, Tak 
Province, told MATICHON that at 1330 hours on 3 November, the Burmese 
government announced that it was terminating the use of 100, 50 and 20 kyat 
banknotes. This immediately affected business in Mae Sot District, because 
most of the trade carried on in this district is carried on with Burma. He has 
talked with merchants and businessmen in the district. It is estimated that 
they hold roughly 30 million baht worth of kyat. 


"The main items sold to Burma are cloth, rubber shoes, food seasonings, milk 
and laundry soap. The people who have been affected the most are the large 
merchants," said Mr Phayun. 


Mr Phayun said that Burmese banxnotes come in denominations of 5, 10, 20, 25, 


50, 100 and 500 kyat. However, the announcement said that only three 
denominations would no longer be used. Because of this, the Thai merchants who 
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trade with Burma immediately ordered a halt to the shipment of goods across 
the border. The money already received will be returned, because the Burmese 
government announced that people holding these three denominations of kyat can 
exchange their money at the bank during the period 11 November ‘to 31 December. 
The only stipulation is that the people exchanging money must have a house 
registration document. Only one person from each family will be allowed to 
exchange money, and this can be done only once. The government has not yet 
announced what percentage it will pay when money is exchanged. 


"People will probably not be allowed to exchange very much. Burma has a law 
limiting the amount of money that an individual can hold. If they try to 
exchange more than the amount allowed, they can be charged with violating the 
law. A figure used in the past was 60 percent," said Mr Phayun. 


Mr Phayun talked about the present trade situation in Mae Sot District. He 
said that he has talked with merchants and businessmen who engage in border 
trade. What has happened can be compared with the huge fire in Mae Sot. The 
banks have been greatly affected by this, too. They extended credit to the 
merchants for trade activities. But trade has come to a halt and so they have 
been affected, too. 


Mr Phayun said that from what is being said in Mae Sot District, it seems that 
the Burmese government took this action because it wanted to hurt the minority 
groups that cppose the government. Or it may have wanted to prevent currency 
from flowing out of the country. Others think that it did this in preparation 
for revising the economic plan or devaluing the currency. 


"But this should affect the Burmese government even more. Burma stands to lose 
the most, because trade will come to a stop. It probably wasn't worth it. But 
we really don't know what they want," said Mr Phayun. 


Mr Phayun said that because over half of this district's revenues depend on 
the border trade, the business community here plans to ask the government to 
make Mae Sot a free port in order to gain a trade advantage. Otherwise, goods 
from China or Japan might gain a large share of the market, which would result 
in Tnailand losing an important: market. 


"This has given the merchants and financiers here a terrible headache. 
There will be great turmoil for a period, said Mr Phayun. 


Previously, 100 kyat could be exchanged for 78-79 baht. But following this 
currency change, the exchange rate has fallen to 70 baht. 


A news report from Tak Province stated that on the morning of 4 November, the 
Border Trede Subcommittee of the Tak Province Chamber of Commerce, which is 
composed uf Mr Niyom Waiyaratphanit, Mr Kerapansing Setthi, Mr Panithi 
Tangphati, Mr Prasong Phongreknanon, Mr Somcnit Limlucha, Mr Wirat Khamniwong 
and Mr Chirasak Phaibunthamgrot, held a meeting in order to discuss ways to 
solve the problems caused by Burswa's terminating the use of 100, 50 and 20 
kyat banknotes as of 3 November. This has affected trade on Thai-Burmese 
border markets, particularly the Mae Sot market. Those at the meeting totaled 
the losses in order to submit the matter to the provincial and national joint 
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public-private committees to solve the economic problems. Negotiations will be 
held with the Burmese goverument on exchanging the large sua of Burmese 
currency held by Thais. 


The news report stated that during the past 2-3 months, many Burmese customers 
have purchased goods at the Mae Sot market using 100-kyat banknotes and 
because of this there is a huge amount of Burmese currency on the Thai side. 
Just 3 days before this announcement, a large number of trucks from Rangoon 
and Malamaeng came and purchased 10 million baht worth of goods from markets 
in Mae Sot. 


The report also stated that Burmese radio broadcasts, which can be picked up 
along the border, announced that the Burmese government ordered the banks in 
all the districts throughout the country to close on 4 and 5 November an 
reopen on 6 November. 


Mr Panithi Tangpnati, the owner of the Chaiphattana fabric store and a member 
of the Mae Sot Merchants Association, said that the Mae Sot market has lost at 
least 100 million kyat because of this action taken by the Burmese government. 


Mr Thongphun Chaichun, the owner of Phonphaibun Shop, said that merchants 
cannot exchange the kyat that they hold. He believes that this will affect the 
Sampheng central market, too. Many shops will go bankrupt because they hold 
large sums of kyat that cannot be exchanged. 


Mr Kerapansing Setthi, the manager of the Siricharoen Phanit Shop, said that 
approximately 300 shops at the Mae Sot market have been seriously affected by 
this. Almost all the shops hold kyat. Losses will total approximately 100 
million baht. 


Mrs Praphaphim Sakuntaphai, the director of the Office of the Governor of the 
Bank of Thailand, said that this action by Burma will not affect the country's 
currency. This is because Thailand does not use or exchange kyat in the 
banking system. There is little confidence in the traders. Most of the trade 
conducted with the Burmese government is carried on using the U.S. dollar. 
Thai merchants who trade with Burmese businessmen use the baht because the 
value of the baht is secure and stable. 


"The small businessmen who carry on trade along the border have probably been 
affected by this. But I don't think that they have been affected too such. 
Most of the traders there engage in smuggling and do not pass the checkpoints 
of officials. We don't know what the volume of trade is," said Mrs Prayhaphin. 
She added that normally, when a country changes the exchange rate or makes a 
currency change, the people can exchange their old money with the central 
government. But the value of the currency can be set higher or lower than the 
old value. 


11943 
CSO: 4207/75 


99 





JPRS-SEA-86-004 
9 January 1986 





THAILAND 





ROK, THAILAND AGREE TO INCREASE BILATERAL TRADE 
$K170227 Seoul YONHAP in English 0213 GMT 17 Dec 85 


[Text] Bangkok, December 16 (OANA-YONHAP)--South Korea and Thailand 
Monday agreed to try to increase their bilateral trade from an estimated 
400 million U.S. dollars this year to one billion dollars in 1988. 


The agreement was reached in a series of meetings here between a Korean 
economic mission, headed by Deputy Prime Minister Sin Pyong-hyon, and a 
Thai delegation of four ministers, led by Sin’s counterpart, Phichai 
Rattakun. 


The Thai ministers are Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsiia, Commerce Minister 
Koson Krairoek, Science and Technology Minister Lek Nana [spelling as 
received] and Industry Minister Chirayu. 


The two sides shared the view that the mounting trade barriers of 
industrialized countries have hindered to promotion of exports by developing 
countries, and they promised to work together in boosting south-south 
cooperation, diversifying their markets and investments. 


They decided to consider expanding joint ventures invilving television brown 
tubes and other items in the manufacturing sector, as well as technological 
cooperation based on a bilateral technical pact agreed last June. 


The Thai delegation requested that Korea import more stavia, maize and 
rubber from Thailand and that it lower tariffs on tapioca. Stavia is 
raw material used in the manufacture of low-calorie sugar. 


In response, the Korean delegation said it would advise pertinent Korean 
industries to buy more of Thai agricultural products if those products 
are good, in terms of price and quality. 


Sin, who is also economic planning minister, asked the Thais to improve the 
investment atmosphere for Korean :irms in Thailand. 


The Korean delegation asked the Thai government to cooperate in the possible 
participation by Korean construction firms in projects involving infra- 
structural facilities, east sea development and waterworks. 


It also requested that Korean businesses be given favorable consideration 
in bidding for machinery. 
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THAILAND, USSR TO SIGN CONTRACT--The Soviet Unica ~‘amber of Commerce and 
Industry, or CCl, plans to sign the 1986-1987 working program contract 
with the Board of Trade of Thailand early next year as part of the Soviet- 
Thai trade agreement to strengthen economic ties. The chairman of the 
CCI reportedly said that the trade agreement between USSR and Thailand 
signed in 1970 calls for development and expansion of bilateral trade. 
The Soviet Union has lately become one of Thailand's major buyers of 
various items, epecially farm products. In turn, Thailand imports 
fertilizers, chemicals, newsprint paper, and machinery from the USSR. 

As 4 means to promote bilateral trade, the Soviet Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry will organize a trade and industrial exhibition from 16 October 
to 2 November 1986 in Bangkok. [Text] [Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in 
English 1500 GMT 10 Dec 85] /12640 


FINNISH AIR AGREEMENT--At the Foreign Ministry on 1! December an air 
services agreement between Thailand and Finland was signed by the Thai 
permanent secretary for foreign affairs and the undersecretary of state 

of the Finnish Ministry of Foreign Aifairs on behalf of their respective 
countries. Under the agreement, the national airlines of the two countries 
will be able to fly from and to a specific point in each other's 

territory. [Summary] [Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in English 1500 GMT 

11 Dec 85 BK) /12640 


SUSPECTED COMMUNISTS ARRESTED--Surat Thani--Four suspected communist 
insurgents have been arrested with firearms and timber worth 200,000 baht 

in jungle strongholds, it was reported yesterday. Col Wiset Siriwatthanakun, 
commander of the 42nd Civilian-Police-Military unit, said the arrests were 
made during a week-long campaign which started on December 3 [word indistinct] 
four districts of Surat Thani and Krabi. He said communist suspects 

Yukon Changruang, Charan Thongkha, Sutham Phenchan and Chot Chan vere 

also involved in illegal logging. Col Wiset said the suspects 

collaborated with local financiers to fell logs to fund their activities. 
Some 240 logs and 350 planks were seized during raids. The unit also 

seized two automatic rifles, a hand grenade and ammunition. [Text] 

[Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 12 Dec 85 p 5] /12640 
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GOVERNMENT PROTESTS BURMESE VIOLATION--Mae Sot, Tak--The local Thai 
military authority is to submit a protest to the Burmese Army today over 
alieged border violations by Rangoon forces. The protest note will be 
sent through the district immigration office here, to the local Burmese 
authority in Myawadi. The allegation charged Burmese troops of intruding 
onto Thai soil twice, on November 29 and on December 3, at Ban Mae La of 
Tha Song yang District. The Rangoon forces on both occasions crossed the 
Moei River on patrol and spent up to two hours in Thailand. Col Prinya 
Singharak, commander of Task Force 34 in charge of the border area here, 
said that Thai troops had not taken action against the border violators 
to avoid jeopardizing the good relations between the two countries. He 
urged, however, tiiat Burmese troops refrain from future border violations, 
or Thai forces would have to take, “proper actions" to safeguard Thai 
sovereignty. [Text] [Bangxok BANGKOK POST in English 16 ec 85 p 3] 
/12640 


SEOUL TO HOST COUNCIL--Bangkok, Dec 17 (OANA-YONHAP)--Korean and Thai 
businessmen agreed Tuesday to work toward achieving the goal of one billion 
U.S. dollars in bilateral trade by 1988, set by Korean and Thai government 
officials on Monday. Eighty-seven businessmen from both countries made 
the agreement in the fourth conference of the Korean-Thai economic 
cooperation council here. In Tuesday's meeting, held at the Hilton Hotel, 
the Korean participants asked their Thai counterparts to buy more steel 
products, fertilizers, electric and electronic goods, machinery and 
rolling stock from Korea. The Thais requested that Korea import rubber, 
fruits, tapioca, rice and raw sugar from their country. The two sides 
also agreed to try to make inroads into construction markets in third 
countries by setting up joint ventures involving manpower, technology and 
equipment. The next bilateral council meeting will be held in Seoul, but 
the date has not yet been set. [Text] [Seoul YONHAP in English 0104 GMT 
18 Dec 85) /12640 


MALAYSIAN OFFICIAL TO VISIT--Malaysian Deputy Prime Minister Datuk Musa 
Hitam will visit Bangkok next month for a meeting of the fhai-Malaysian 
General Border Committer, which will decide whether the next joint military 
offensive against insurgents of the Cormunist Party of Malaya, or the CPM, 
ou the common border would be a combined or coordinated operation. Colonei 
Samak Phawilai of the 4th Army Region said that Datuk Musa Hitam, who is 
also minister of home affairs, is scheduled to fly to Bangkok on about 19 
January for a 3-day visit. The general border committee meeting vill be 
held at Government House in Bangkok. Interior Minister General Sitthi 
Chirarot will lead the Thai delegation in the negotiations. He is Thai 
co-chairman of the committee. Colonel Samak said that the Thai-Malaysian 
meeting is also expected to discuss progress in the dimarcation of Thai- 
Malaysian border, particularly the demacacation along Kolok River which is 
yet to start. The land demarcation has been completed. [Text] [Bangkok 
Domestic Service in English 0000 GMT 9 Dec 85] /12640 
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THAI-MALAYSIAN ANTISMUGGLING FORCE--A special task force has been set up 
to deal exclusively with influential smuggling rings operating across 

the Thai-Malaysian border. The chief of the Songkhla-based zone 9 customs 
said that the 60-member task force is staffed with customs officials, 
border patrol policemen and immigration officials of equal number. He 
said smuggling across the border was drasticallv contained during the past 
few mouths after soldiers from the 4th army region were mobilized to help 
in the antismuggling campaign. The newly-formed task force is based in 
the border town cf Padang Besa in Sadao District of Songkhla Province. 
Padang Besa has been known as the most popular smuggling route. [Text] 
[Bangkok Domestic Service in English 0000 GMT 7 Dec 85 BK) /12640 


CSO: 4200/418 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


ARMY PAPER ON ANTIAIRCRAFT FORCES' READINESS 
BK110958 Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 1 Nov 85 pp 1, 4 


[QUAN DOI NHAN DAN 1 November editorial: "Constantly Improve the Combat 
Readiness of Local Antiaircraft Forces") 


[Text] The local antiaircraft forces constitute an important component 

of the air defense corps of the people's armed forces. The duty of these 
antiaircraft forces is to defend firmly the airspaces of their localities. 
Improving the combat readiness of the local antiaircraft forces means 
realistically improving the fughting strength of the people's armed forces. 


In the two previous wars of resistance, especially during the years of 
countering the war of destruction by the air force of the U.S. aggressors, 
the local antiaircraft forces have grown constantly in size and combat 
efficiency, thus further affirming their important role and position 

in the national air defense network. Inheriting and developing that 
glorious tradition, antiaircraft positions of different sizes and 
organizational systems have now been set up in all localities, district 
military fortresses, combat clusters, factories, enterprises, and large 
industrial complexes. Many well-organized and well-trained units have 
been able to ensure a high level of combat readiness. 


In recent years, with the coordination and assistance of the Air Defense 
Corps and local air defense organizations at various levels, many provinces 
and cities have organized antiaircraft drills. This has helped evaluate 
the actual training results of the units concerned, discover and correct 
deviations in training activities, and encourage the movement for emulation 
in improving the level of antiaircraft techniques and tactics among all 
localities and basic units. Experience from units that have scored 

high points in antiaircraft drills -- such as the 37-mm artillery company 
in Tien Lang, Haiphong; Tien Hai, Thai Binh (3d Military Region); Mai Dong 
machinery plant (Capital Military Region); and the 12./7-mm machine gun 
companies of the Dong Van fiber factory and Long a textile mill (7th Military 
Region) -- shows that we can only ensure high combat efficiency when 
training is carefully organized and strictly conducted in accordance 

with its contents and timetable. Usually, in these units, there are 
discharged antiaircraft artillerymen or antiaircraft artillery officers 
who have been recalled or transferred to iocalities to serve as commanding 
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cadres and training instructors. Their artillerymen have been assigned to 
work under a relatively stable organizational system, thus allowing them 

to engage in training while ensuring production. However, in certain 
localities, the organizational eystem is still irrational and, as a result, 
their training quality and level of combat readiness remain low. 


As part of a technical corps, local antiaircraft units mest be carefully 
organized and given serious, proper, regular, and practical training. 

The training of local antiaircraft units must proceed from the requirements 
of combat activities of a locality and must be in line with the 
characteristics and combat plans of the armed forces of that locality. 
Attention should be paid to theoretical and practical training, as well as 
to technical and tactical training and the training in the methods of 
fighting independently or in coordination with other units. It is also 
necessary to train artillerymen in the official organizational staff 

along with a reserve force in preparation for replacement or reinforcement 
when necessary. 


Faced with the present situation, on the basis of thoroughly understanding 
the party's military line and the tasks of building and fighting of 

the local armed forces, all local party committee and administrative 
echelons and military commanders must pay attention to formulating the 
table of organization and equipment and building local antiaircraft 
positions in a way that suits the characteristics and tasks of each region. 
They should also establish a scientific training pattern with creative 
fighting methods to ensure high combat efficiency, thus satisfying the 
needs arising from combat readiness and combat activities in their 
localities. 


/12624 
CSO: 4209/160 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PIJBLIC SECURITY 


MILITARY CAREER EDUCATION IN GENERAL EDUCATION SCHOOLS 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 22 Oct 85 pp 3, 4 


[Article by Engineer Corps Major Ho Quang Liem: "Military Career Education in 
General Education Schools") 


[Text] The content of career education in the general education school 

covers many important questions, including military career education. In the 
last few years, the army together with a number of sectors, localities and 
mass organizations has studied and put into application formulas of military 
career education in general education schools and it has garnered some initial 
results. 


1. The Task of Military Career Education Is To Prepare Youths and Students 
for Implementation of Their Military Obligations 


Military career education in the context of the general education school means 
to educate the students in patriotism so that they are ready to struggle and to 
sacrifice themselves for the sake of the socialist Vietnamese fatherland. 

From this basic attitude, the students will of their own carry out well their 
great obligation of protecting the fatherland. 


To get the students to perform well their duty of protecting the fatherland, 
the requirements of military career education in the general education school 
must be to do well the task of building the self-awareness of national 
defense; to effectively train the students in a number of areas, such as 
general military science and defense-type exercise7s, to build the spirit of 
readiness to join the armed forces in general and the regular army, in 
particular, and to build the spirit of readiness to accept and complete all 
tasks assigned by the fatherland and the people. 


In the implementation of the military draft law, there is a considerable 

annual turnover of personnel in our standing army. Most of those who have 
completed the draft return to their localities, to their plants and enterprises 
to participate directly in production or rejoin the various organs, continue 
their studies in various schools. Those who are students, without a profession 
before joining the army, will initially entertain a number of misconceptions, 
for instance, thinking that in the army one deals only with guns and bullets 

and thus, when demobilized one would come home “empty handed," without a skill 


106 








or profession. Such misconceptions come from imperfect thinking. It is true 
that when one speaks of the army its main function and task is to fight on the 
battlefield and its main responsibility is to defeat the enemy. Through the 

3 or 4 years spent in the army they will be trained and instructed carefully 
as comrades-in-arms in military and political matters so as to be ready to 
eliminate the enemy, to defeat everyone of its aggressive and sabotage 
schemes. The Vietnamese People's Army has always been called by many people to 
be a training ground for the new man. This is because it has all the 
conditions necessary for helping the youths and students to struggle, crain 
and study to serve the fatherland and the people unconditionally. Despite 

the fact that the study and training conditions require much urgency, thanks 
to the active commitment, the subjective participation, the wisdom and 
strength that each person brings to the task in order to combine into a 
collective might, led and given favorable conditions by the unit commanders, 
these youths have a life which may know difficulties and hardships but 
nonetheless is happy, healthy, and of clear purpose. 


With a way of life that consists of building, study, training, anc learning 
to organize labor so as to improve one's diet and learning to organize 
cultural activities and performances, the drafted youths will have lived the 
very active life of fighters. After serving their draft, practically all the 
youths and students will have matured in many respects, with the most 
fundamental transformations being their level of political awareness, their 
organizational capacity, their self-awareness of organization and discipline, 
and their sense of individual responsibility. Disregarding the military 
institutes, the military colleges and academies, every year the network of 
specialist and technical training schools and the NCO schools form tens of 
thousands of technicians, of skilled specialists and thousands of drivers of 
various sorts. These also serve the draft period and get discharged, with a 
relatively high proportion of them trained in skills that are in consona: 
with the various socioeconomic professions. On the other hand, be use of 
the special quality of labor in the army, it requires of one not orniy one's 
sweat but also one's blood and sacrifice; it requires also intelligence 
besides brute force, and a certain level of culture, scientific and technical 
knowledge. Because of the stringent requirements of such special tasks, the 
youths must know how to build their life in the "army family" by following a 
military way of life, by studying, working and training seriously in order 
to fight victoriously. The very nature of such a way of life has bespoken the 
character of training the new man and creating a professional skill for the 
soldier. 


Thus. fundamentally speaking, every year there are a considerable number of 
demobilized soldiers who, thanks to their training at the various specialist 
and technical schools or training received at the NCO schools, and especially 
in the majority of cases through “self-training™ at the various units, 
especially if they have served in services and branches that have use for many 
skills for later socioeconomic career building, will have for the most part 
some specialized skills. The question that remains is how to use them 
appropriately. This is why the career education that we are talking about 
here is how to make the students realize fully that no matter what they do, 
whether they continue with their studies or get to participate directly in 
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economic construction labor, or join the armed forces to do their military 
cuty, it is all a matter of social division of labor, a matter of youth's 
responsibilities and duties toward the fatherland. At the same time, this 
will get them to understand the very eventful life and fighting career of a 
soldier. Military career education, therefore, has the task of educating the 
young generation in a comprehensive manner, including their military training, 
preparing them to perform their military draft in defense of the fatherland, 
which they must consider to be their sacred duty. 


2. To Mobilize the General Education School Graduates so that They Register 
To Compete for Entrance into the Various Military Schools 


Our army is getting stronger every day as it gradually upgrades itself into a 
completely regular army equipped with weapons and means of fighting that are 
twore and more modern. As it looks to a high level of culture and the compre- 
nensive development of its soldiers, it requires that its comaanding cadres 
and specialist, technical and professional cadres be of good political 
formation, with a certain level of scientific knowledge and of the military 
arts, with a general level of scientific and technical knowledge, plus a 
cultural and artistic knowledge level, that is upgraded every day, not to 

say a high capacity for action. Facing such a development and the requirements 
born of such a development, the people's armed forces have basically struggled 
to complete the building of a set of blueprints for a network of training and 
inservicing schools for cadres including hundreds of schools consisting of 
military institutes, colleges, and academies, military-political schools, 
local military training schools, specialist, technical and professional 
schools, and NCO schools. This school network will on a yearly basis attract 
a significant number of cadres and soldiers in the army and recent general 
education school graduates so that they can study and train to become command 
cadres, specialist and technical cadres who would serve for a long time in 

the army. 


Thus, ever since there was the decision by the party Central Committee 
Secretariat and by the Council of Ministers establishing this network of 
state-run schools and specifying the selection of military cadets, the general 
education school students are also an important target group comprising 
between 40 and 50 percent of the main source of cadres for the army. The few 
years of experimentation have shown that the students admitted to the military 
schools have rapidly adjusted to the army environment. Though they may still 
be at a loss during the first year, in the following years they have proved to 
be struggling hard to get better trained, and in the final year some 80 
percent of them get recruited into the party, and 100 percent of the students 
enthusiastically start out to go and accept their tasks in fighting units at 
the northern frontier, on faraway islands and to fulfill their international 
duties. Many comrades have fought heroically and achieved outstanding feats. 
This is a favorable trend, it is a place where the youths and students can 
achieve their dreams and great aspirations, where they can struggle to become 
expert military leaders. In this connection, the task of military career 
education is to make the students see clearly their responsibilities and honor 
at becoming military commanders or military specialist and technical cadres, 
that is they become party cadres serving in the army, hence they would 
volunteer to go and study in the military schools and volunteer to serve a 
long time in the army. 
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Thus, the task of military career education in this connection is to mobilize 
the general education school graduates to enthusiastically volunteer and 
register in the military schools and be ready to serve a long time in the 

army, ready to go anywhere and to complete any ta’ assigned by the fatherland. 
The task of military career education must be car. wt regularly and it 
must be done right during the time the students go io .igh school in general 
education. The mobilization and propaganda work must be done on a widespread 
scale and in many forms in every general education school, with the active 
participation of various sectors, localities and mass organizations--especially 
with the active participation of the masses of cadres, teachers, and of the 

Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union in the general education schools. 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE, AND AID 


BULGARIAN FRONT DELEGATION ENDS VIETNAM VISIT 
OW120949 Hanoi VNA in English 0704 GMT 12 Dec 85 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Dec 12--A delegation of the Bulgarian Fatherland 

Party Central Committee, and first vice chairman of the front’s Nationa! 
Council, left here yesterday concluding its Vietnam visit. [as received. 
However, Hanoi VNA in English at 0704 GMT on 12 Decewber in its regular 
“press review" reports that the delegation was led by "Sava Dulbokov, 
member of the Bulgarian Communist Party Central Committee and first 

vice chairman of the front's National Council"]. 


While here, the delegation paid a floral tribute at Ho Chi Minh mausoleum 
and visited the late president's home and office. 


The delegation held talks with a delegation of the Vietnam Fatherlar: 
Front Central Committee. The two sides informed each other of the 
socio-economic situation and the front work in their respective countries, 
and exchanged views on issues concerning the front work. 





it had working sessions with the fatherland front committees of Hanoi, 

Ho Chi Minh City, and Quang Ninh Province (east of Hanoi) wherever it 
went, the delegation was warmly welcomed by local officials and people. 
President of the presidium of the VFFCC Huynh Tan Phat cordially received 
the Bulgarian guests and warmly welcomed their Vietnam visit as 

"a manifestation of the friendship and militant solidarity between the 
two peoples and two front organizations of Vietnam and Bulgaria.” 


While receiving the Bulgarian delegation, Hoang Tung, secretary of the 
Communist Party of Vietnam Central Committee, highly acclaimed Bulgaria's 
multifaceted achievements and expressed his hope that the relations between 
Vietnam and Bulgaria, the two fronts included, would be further consolidated 
and developed. 


Bulgarian ambassador to Vietnam Filip Markov joined the Bulgarian delegation 
in all its activities. 


412624 
CSO: 4200/392 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE, AND AID 


RADIC REVIEWS GDR FOREIGN ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 
BK120940 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 0015 GMT 4 Dec 85 


[Unattributed “article” introducing the GDR's contributions to developing 
countries in general and Vietnam in particular] 


[Text] The GDR is a country in the socialist community which has made many 
important contributions to developing countries. 


Since its founding, the GDR has signed many treaties of friendship and 
cooperation with various developing countries in Asia, Africa, and Latin 
America. Typical of this is its cooperation with India and Mexico. With 
regard to developing countries, the GDR has concentrated its assistance 

on various decisive fields aimed at overcoming their economic backwardness 
and consolidating their economic independence. To date, more than 350 state 
treaties and government and sector agreements have been signed between 

the GDR and various developing countries. 


The GDR has built 700 enterprises and establishments in various developing 
countries. These enterprises and establishments have developed their 
effectiveness and contributed significantly to the national economy of each 
of these countries. The GDR has also offered to help these countries 

train their scientific and technical cadres. Since 1970, the GDR has 
trained more than 10,000 cadres of higher and vocational educational levels. 
Meanwhile, more than 40,000 others have received professional training in this 
country. The friendship school at Stassfurt is the place where students 
from various African countries are trained. Here the students receive 
education and vocational training up to grade 10. Friendship labor teams 
of the Free German Youth have also trained thousands of people, mostly 

from various Arab and African countries, to become professional workers. 


Vietnam is one of the developing countries which has received valuable 
assistance from the GDR. The treaty of cooperation and friendship, 

signed between Vietnam and the GDR on 4 December 1977, has developed and 
produced remarkable results. Based om this treaty, the GDR has assisted 
Vietnam in building a number of industrial and agricultural projects. It has 
also helped build the Vinh fiber factory and supply it with raw materials, 
rebuild Vinh city, and provide our agricultural sector vith plans and 
technical guidance for the planting of coffee. At present, many tailoring 
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enterprises in Vietnam are making garments on contract for the GDR. Under 
foreign trade agreements signed between the two countries, Vietnam has 
supplied and is supplying the GDR with light industrial and tood products. 


The GDR has always bestowed on our people the most valuable support. The 
movement for solidarity with and assistance to Vietnam has become a 
tradition in this country. Potsdam province -- a typical unit in this 
movement -- has contributed voluminously to the cause of assisting the 
Vietnamese people. Over the past 10 years, experts for the CDR have 
assisted Vietnam in building 104 machine shops for many different production 
sectors. In 1985 alone, handicraftsmen in Potsdam province have contributed 
1.2 million marks to the GDR's solidarity fund. A part of this amount has 
been used to modernize varicus machine shops in Vietnam. The cooperation 
between the two countries has been, is being, and will be for the common 
goal -- the development of the economies of Vietnam and the GDR -- as stated 
in the greetings message of the GDR party and state leaders to our party 
and state leaders on the occasion of the SRV's 40th National Day: We believe 
that the close fraternal friendship, all-round cooperation, and mutual 
assistance between the parties, states, and peoples of our two countries 

on the basis of Marxism-Leninism and proletarian internationalism, as well 
as on the basis of the treaty of friendship and cooperation, will continue 
to consolidate and develop. 


412624 
CSO: 4209/160 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, RADE. AND AID 


BRIEFS 


OFFICIAL CALL ON SWEDISH PARLIAMENTARIAN--Hanoi VNA Dec 7 -- President of the 
Vietnam Peace Committee Phan Anh has called on Swedish Parliament President 
Ingemun Bengtson in Stockholm. During the meeting Mr Ingemun Benotson 
inquired about the Vietnamese people's national construction, the fight against 
the consequences of the recent floods and typhoons in Binh Tri Thien Province 
and of the U.S. chemical warfare. He wished the Vietnamese people new 
successes in national construction and defence. Earlier Phan Anh as head of 
a Vietnamese peace delegation attended a meeting held in the Swedish 

capital to mark the 35th anniversary of the World Peace Council. During 

his stay in Sweden, Phan Anh met with a group of parliament members of 

the Social Democratic Party in the Swedish Parliament Commission for 
External Affairs and visited the office of the Swedish Left Communist 

Party. He also visited the Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea Committee of 

Sweden. [Text] [Hanoi VNA in English 1506 GMT 7 Dec 85 BK] 12624 


FRIENDSHIP AWARD TO BRITISH--Hanoi VNA Dec 7 — David Yuille and Mrs Joan 
Yuille, vice chairman and secretary general of the Britain-Vietnam 
Association respectively, have been awarded Vietnam's friendship order 

for their outstanding contributions to promoting the friendship between 
the peoples of the two countries and the British working people's movement 
in support of the Vietnamese people in their national construction and 
defence. The conferment ceremony, jointly held here on Dec 6 by the 
Vietnam Committee for Solidarity ard Friendship With Other Peoples and the 
Vietnam Peace Committee, was attended by Hoang Minh Ciam, presiaent of 
Presidium of the Vietnam Committee for Solidarity and Friendship With 
Other Peoples; Do Xuan Oanh, secretary of the Vietnam Peace Committee, 
representatives of the Foreign Ministry, the party Central Committee's 
International Department, and central and local bodies. [Text] [Hanoi VNA 
in English 1517 GMT 7 Dec 85 BK) 12624 


DECORATION OF FRENCH SPECIALISTS--Hanoi VNA Dec 7 — A ceremony was arranged 

in Ho Chi Minh City today to confer Vietnam's Friendship Order and medal 

on French specialists of the French Federation of Book Workers (FFTL) 

affiliated to the French General Confederation of Labour (COT) in acknowledge- 
ment of their outstanding contributions to helping VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY 

install a new printing workshop in the city. It was attended by Tran Thanh 
Xuan, Do Phuong and Do Van Ba, deputy general directors of VNA; Tran Kien, 
deputy secretary of the Ho Chi Minh City’s federation of trade union; and others. 
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Rene Bouyries, deputy general secretary of the FFIL and head of the 
visiting FFTL delegation; Rober Dedame, head of the French specialists 
group; and other ;,ench specialists who have come to help VNA build the 
new printing workshop. At the ceremony, Tran Thanh Van presented the 
friendship order to the FFTL and Rene Bouyries, and the friendship medal 
to four French specialists. Also on this occasion, Tran Kien conferred 
the medal for the cause of building trade union organization on 30 members 
of the FFTL. Earlier, VNA had conferred the friendship medal on 

Maurice Brouker, a specialist of the FFIL, before he returned home. 

[Text] [Hanoi VNA in English 1545 GMT 7 Dec 85 BK] 


GDR RELIEF TO PROVINCE--Hanoi VNA Dec 9 -- A ceremony was held at the 
international airport here today to receive 15 tons of medicines, clothes 
and blankets as emergency aid from the German Democratic Republic 
solidarity committee to the flood and typhoon victims in Binh Tri Thien 
Province, central Vietnam. Present at the delivery were Mrs Dopthi Tai, 
head of the committee for the reception of foreign aid, GDR Ambassador 
Hermann Schwiesau, and Sommer Felde, representative of the GDR Solidarity 
Comittee. [Text] [Hanoi VNA in English 1554 GMT 9 Dec 85 BK] 12624 


SRV, PHILIPPINES TO SIGN ACREEMENT--Hanoi VNA Dec 10--A delegation of the 
Philippines Airlines is now in Ho Chi Minh City to discuss with the 
Vietnam airlines officials issues relating to the strengthening of 
cooperation between the civil aviation services of the two countries. 

The delegation headed by Roman A Crusen, president and director general 
of the Philippines Airlines, comprises four vice chairmen and several 
other officials of the airlines. The delegation is also to prepare for 
the signing of an aviation agreement between the two countries in the 
near future. [Text] [Hanoi VNA in English 1508 GMT 10 Dec 85 OW] 12624 


DELEGATION RECEIVED BY TUNG--Hanoi VNA Dec 11 -- A delegation of the Laos- 
Vietnam Friendship Association headed by its vice-president Oun Houn 
Phounsavath has concluded a friendship visit to Vietnam as guest of the 
Vietnam-Laos Friendship Association. While here the delegation attended 
activities of "a month of Vietnam-Laos friendship" in honor of Laos's 10th 
National Day, and visited Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City and the provinces of 
Vinh Phu and Ha Son Binh. It was cordially received by Hoang Tung, 
secretary of the Communist Party of Vietnam Central Committee. [Text] 
{Hanoi VNA in English 1526 GMT 11 Dec 85 OW] 12624 


LE DUAN CONGRATULATES SANTOS-—-Hanoi VNA Dec 1! -- Le Duan, general secretary 
of the Communist Party of Vietnam Central Committee, nas extended his 

warm congratulations to Jose Eduardo Dos Santos on his re-election as 
chairman of the Central Committe of the People's Movement for the Liberation 
of Angola Workers’ Party. In his congratulatory message, General Secretary 
Le Duan wished Chairman Jose Eduardo Dos Santos good health so as to lead, 
together with the Central Committee of the MPLA-PT, the Angolan people to 
great successes in the implewentation of the resolutions of the MPLA-PT 

2nd Congress. The general secretary wished the friendship and fraternal 
cooperation between the two parties and two peoples constant consolidation 
and development. [Text] [Hanoi VNA in English 1516 GMT 11 Dec 85 OW] 12624 
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DUNG CONGRATULATES NEW GDR MINISTER--lianoi VNA Dec 1l--Defence Minister 
General Van Tien Dung Tuesday extended his warmest conjgratulat icne 

to General Heinz Kessler on his appointment as defence minister of the 
German Democratic Republic. In his message, General Van Tien Sung wished 
the friendship, militant solidarity and fraterna) cooperation between the 
people and armies of Vietnam and the CDR further enhancement and the 

GDR defence minister good health, and success in his noble mission. 
[Text] [Hanoi VNA in English 1524 GMT 11 Dec 85] 12624 


HONORS CONFERRED IN GDR--Hanoi VNA Dec 12--Vietnamese Ambassador to the 
GDR Tran Hoai Nam acting on behalf of the Vietnamese State Council 
yesterday presented the "Friendship" orders and medals to the Friedrich 
Schiller University in Jana, the College of Architecture and Building 

in Weimar, the Central Institute of University Education and five professors 
and doctors for their great service in training science workers and 
technicians for Vietnam. Tran Hoai Nam highly valued the efforts made 

by the conferees in helping the Vietnamese people build their country, 
thus contributing to the consolidation of the solidarity, friendship and 
fraternal cooperation between the countries. He also expressed deep 
gratitude to the party, state and people of the GDR for their precious 
and effective assistance to the Vietnamese people, in the past as well 

as at present. [Text] [Hanoi VNA in English 1532 GMT 12 Dec 85 OW) 12624 


SAILORS DECORATED--Hanoi VNZ Dec 12--The Vietnamese "Friendship" order 
has been presented to the crew of Soviet oil tanker “Leninskya Znamya”™ 
(Lenin's Banner) of the Primorosk Marine Transport Company for their 
great service in transporting oil to Vietnam. Captain V Kostichev, 

had initiated the socialist emulation movement between Leninskya Znamya 
crew and Vietnamese port workers. The crew have nine times got awards for 
their achievements in the all-union and all-company socialist emulation 
movements. [Text] [Hanoi VNA in English 1537 GMT 12 Dec 85 OW] 12624 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT 


CONFERENCE REVIEWS 40 YEARS PARTY ETHNIC MINORITY POLICY 
Hanoi HANOI MOI in Vietnamese 9 Nov 85 p 1 


[Unattributed article: "Summarizing 40 Years of Party Policy on the Minorities 
in the Capital”] 


[Text] Yesterday (8 November), at Giang Vo Auditorium, the Municipal Party and 
People’s Committees held a conference to summarize 40 years of achievement of 
party ethnic minority policy regarding the minorities in the capital. Attend- 
ing the conference were representatives of the 17,000 members of the Muong, Dao 
and San Diu ethnic minorities residing in the eight villages of Minh Quang, Tan 
Linh, Khanh Thuong, Yen Bai, Van Hoa and Ba Vi (in Ba Vi District), and Ngoc 
Thanh (in Me Linh District). Also attending were representatives of the Nat- 
ionalities Department of the Party Central Committee, the Municipal Civilian 
Proselytizing and Training Committee, the people's committees of Ba Vi and Me 
Linh districts, and the party and people's committees of the eight villages 
above. 


During the past 40 years, illuminated by the ethnic minority policy of the 
party, the government and Uncle Ho, the ethnic minority compatriots have firmly 
coordinated with other fraternal minorities in rising to strike foreign aggres- 
sors to protect their villages and build a new life in every aspect. During 
the period of resistance against French colonialism, 52 families were awarded 
resistance orders and medals by the government. Included in this number was 
the family of Mr. Bac Sinh which was awarded the Resistance Order Third Class. 
Mrs. Bui Thi Cuc (of Ba Trai Village) personally emplaced guns to kill 17 eneny 
personnel. During the period of resistance against America, three of her chil- 
dren joined the army and she participated at home in a team firing at American 
aircraft. Ngoc Thanh Village was awarded the Reistance Order Third Class. 


When the entire nation rose to strike the invading American aggressors, many 
ethnic minority families had from three to five children join the army. Ex- 
amples were the families of Mr. Luc (in Yen Bai Village), Mr. Thia (in Van Hoa 
Village), Mr. Bat (in Tan Linh Village), and two families in Khanh Thuong Vil- 
lage, etc. Trained in combat, many ethnic minority youths grew into manhood. 
In Ba Vi, 34 attained the rank of captain or higher. There were 548 war dead 
families, including nearly 30 with from two to three dead heroes each. The two 
villages of Minh Quang and Ba Trai were Determined-To-Win Unite for 12 succes- 


sive years. 


In production there appeared model and advanced cooperatives in the cultivation 
of rice, subsidiary food crops and vegetables, hog raising, and afforestation. 
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Exemples were the cooperatives ».f Dong Tien (in Minh Quang Village) and Yen 
Hong (in Tan Linh Village). Thanks to application of scientific and technical 
methois, the cooperatives doubled and tripled rice yields over previous levels. 
Movements in the raising of large domestic animals, planting fruit trees, rais- 
ing fish, etc. developed strongly. 


The movement to build a new life and the mew man has gradually erased the old 
backward and superstitious customs. Many families have replaced their bamboo 
houses with tiled homes. In their homes are sewing machines, bicycles, cabi- 
nets, wooden beds, etc., and every village has a dispensary, a general school 
and a child care center. The sick have treatment drugs. Children of age have 
schools to attend. The culture and physical education and sports movements 
become increasingly stronger. The arts and letters unit of Minh Quang Village 
was awarded a gold medal by the city. Ngoc Thanh Village has a library of 
1,500 books. 





During 1947, the number of ethnic minority party members was very small. There 
are now 716 (566 Muong, 84 San Diu and 66 Dao). The number of ethnic minority 
party members in Ngoc Thanh Village rose from an initial seven to 81, 53 per- 
cent of the total number in the party organization. For 3 continuous years 
(1982-1984), the party organization of Ngoc Thanh Village was awarded the 
strength banner of the Municipal Party Committee. Party, government and mass 
organizations from the municipal to the village level all have ethnic minori- 
ties participating. Three delegates from the Muong, Dao and San Diu ethnic 
minorities participated in the 9th Plenum cf the Municipal People’s Council. 


Representing the Municipal Party Committe and the Municipal People's Committee, 
Tran Tan, Alternate Member of the Party Central Committee and Deputy Secretary 
of the Municipal Party Committee, praised the progress in every aspect of the 
ethnic minorities during the past 40 years. He reminded them to advance toward 
true equality with other ethnic groups in the construction and protection of 
the Vietnamese fatherland and protection of the beloved capital. 


700 
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ECONOMIC PLANNING, TRADE, AND FINANCE 


CAMPAIGN AGAINST SPECULATION, SMUGGLING LAUNCHED 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 25 Sep 85 p l 


[Text] Ho Chi Minh City has taken many measures in the struggle 
to manage prices, especially those of agricultural and food 
products, to strengthen market management and to severely punish 
speculators and smugglers in order to gradually and firmly 
establish new order on the distribution and circulation front. 


In the past 2 weeks, the city has prosecuted over 2,000 cases of 
undisciplined infringement of the price list, uncovered hundreds 
of cases of speculation and hoarding and seized large quantities 
of goods including fabrics, sugar, cigarettes, monosodium 
glutamate, milk, metallic, electrical and mechanical equipment, 
aquilaria agallocha, and so on. More than 50 speculators, 
smugglers, hoarders and persons guilty of devaluation have been 
sentenced from 1 to 12 years in prison. All cases of price list 
violation, speculation and hoarding have been tried openly and 
this measure has been acclaimed by laborers. 





In the First Precinct, the market management board and the 
responsible sectors have coordinated with the Youth Union assault 
force to inspect prices at major markets in the precinct, 
marketing cooperative shops and business cooperation shops. The 
precinct is now motivating small traders to oppose price 
escalation and smuggled merchandise concealment. According to the 
severity of his particular case, an offender may have his business 
license revoked. Vehicle parking lot guardians, restaurants and 
beverage shops are forbidden to raise prices by rounding them off 
following the new currency exchange. 


In the Fifth Precinct, the market management board and local 
market managers have educated and urged thousands of small traders 
to strictly observe the price list and to join forces with the 
state in detecting smuggling and sabotage dens. 





Since the currency exchange day, more than 300 households 
concealing large quantities of smuggled goods have been 
discovered; 53 such cases involving over 500,000 new dong have 


118 














uncovered just in the Sixth Precinct. Many other cases of 
speculation and smuggling have also been uncovered in the 10th and 
17th subwards of the lst Precinct, in the lst and 5th subwards of 
the 5th Precinct, and in the 19 subward of the 3rd Precinct. In 
the First Subward of the Sixth Precinct, following tips given by 
young people, the subward Youth Union charter obtained a sketch of 
households around the Binh Tay market who lent their houses for 
concealment of smuggled goods and who had been doing business 
without registration certificates. As a result in only 1 day the 
inspection team discovered 4 smuggled merchandise depots valued at 
more than 100,000 new dong. 


» hoard goods, dishonest traders have resorted to many tricks. 
vue day, they ordered their henchmen to launch the rumor that ~ 
State would destroy the former 10-dong banknotes”; they did so 
with the intention of enticing thoughtless people to use this 
money to buy whatever kind of goods, thereby emptying state 
stores. Once these stores had been exhausted, they would dump 
their hoarded goods on the market to sell them at high prices. 
This was their scheme to collect cash. They never hid goods in 
their own houses but rented other places for concealment. Usually, 
they chose the houses of cadres or poor laborers. It was with 
this intention that Duong Kim H. hid 363 kg of electronic 
equipment at a place 4 km distant from his own house. Some 
cunning persons hid their goods in public buildings to avoid the 
perspicacity of city people cells. In particular, Vu Cao. T. 
rented a hospital morgue to conceal his smuggled goods. However, 
all the crafty tricks of these people have been and are being 
exposed and dealt with appropriately by the Ho Chi Minh City 
people. 


the 





The municipal bank has quickly issued enough capital to more than 
100 factories, enterprises and district commercial establishments 
to promote production and expand business activities. In the Third 
Precinct, after the shutting down of over 270 coffee and beverage 
shops, 274 households dealing in general merchandise, wooden 
furniture and building materials have been grouped into 12 
business cooperation shops with 54 retail stations located in the 
main streets of the precinct. Attention has been paid to serving 
laborers. The district has opened popular restaurants and rapidly 
distributed fresh commodities and industrial goods to subwards, 
thus preventing major price fluctuations. 


9332/13068 
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ECONOMIC PLANNING, TRADE, AND FINANCE 


DO MUOI ADDRESSES CONFERENCES ON INDUSTRY 
BK111352 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 3 Dec 85 
{Unidentified radio editor's report] 


[Text] The Council of Ministers has recently held conferences in Hanoi 
and Ho Chi Minh City to discuss the study and implementation of the 
resolution of the eighth Central Committee plenum and Political Bureau 
Resolution No 28 on prices, wages, and money in the state-run industrial 
sector. Attending the conferences were the ministers and vice ministers 
of the ministries in charge of production management and other ministries 
concerned; vice chairmen of the people's committees and directors of the 
industrial services of varicus provinces and of the municipalities and 
special zones directly subordinate to the central government; general 
directors of united enterprises and enterprise complexes; and directors of 
a number of industrial enterprises of the central government, Hanoi, 

and Ho Chi Minh City. 





Comrade Do Muoi, member of the party Central Committee Political Bureau 
and vice chairman of the Council of Ministers, presided over the conferences. 





The conferences heard reports by delegates from various provinces and many 
United enterprise general directors and enterprise directors on the 

results and experience they had obtained in improving the managerial mechanism 
in accordance with the resolution of the sixth party Central Committee plenum, 
Resolution No 146/HDBT of the Council of Ministers, the resolution of the 
eighth party Central Committee plenum, and Resolution No 28 of the Political 
Bureau on abolishing bureaucratic centralism and state subsidies, switching 

to the system of socialist economic accounting and business transactions, 

and implementing the new policy on prices, wages, and money at the grass roots. 


The conferences noted with great satisfaction that, in 1985, despite many 
difficulties, various establishments, by bringing into full play their sense 
of collective mastery and actively exploiting all sources of supplies and 
owing to the initial implementation of the new managerial mechanism, still 
stand a good chance of fulfilling their industrial production plans. Good 
modeis of economic accounting have been developed such as the Lam Thao 
superphosphate plant, a hero unit. Concerning the efforts of enterprises 
to procure for themselves a substantial amount of key materials, they have 
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also good models such as the Union of Textile Enterprises and the Minh Khai 
textile mill in Hanoi, the Southern Detergent and Cleanser Corporation, 

and the Southern United Steel Rolling and Refining Enterprises. Many 
provinces such as Phu Khanh, Nghia Binh, Haiphong, Guang Ninh, Vinh Phu, 
and so forth, have guided the implementation of the new policy on prices, 
wages and money in their local industrial sectors consistent with 

the local actual conditions, thereby ensuring the continuing development 

of production. 


Drawing on the practice of their establishments, various enterprise 
directors contributed many useful suggestions to the implementation of the 
policy on prices, wages, and money and the perfection of the new managerial 
mechanism in the state-run industrial sector. At the same time, they also 
pointed out the shortcomings -- of their own establishments as + 11 as 

of various managerial organs, supply and service agencies, and consumer 
Organizations -- to be overcome in guiding, assisting, and serving the 
basic units in their efforts to develop production and improve management 
according to the new policy on prices, wages, and money. 


Summing up the conferences, Vice Chairman of the Council of Ministers 
Do Muoi warmly commended the efforts of various sectors, localities, and 
establishments that had striven to fulfill the 1985 production plan 

and implement the new managerial mechanism and the new policy on prices, 
wages, and money. He welcomed the suggestions contributed by the 
participants aimed at perfecting the new managerial mechanism. 


Dealing with the implementation of the sixth and eighth plenum resolutions 
in the state-run industrial sector, Comrade Do Muoi stressed: All cadres, 
workers, and office employees of the state-run industry sector must 

deeply understand that these resolutions represent a very drastic change in 
managerial work and that everyone must actively strive to implement them 

at any costs. The situation in the immediate future is still difficult. 

To overcome these difficulties and create favorable conditions for 
seriously implementing the new policy on prices, weges, and money and 
promoting production and business activities, first of all the establishments 
themselves must make persistent efforts, highly develop their sense of 
collective mastery, and take the initiative and display creativity in 
stepping up production and improving management. 


The most basic task is to rearrange and reorganize production, make every 
effort to develop production by fully exploiting all sources of supplies 

as well as the locally available and imported raw materials; actively apply 
advanced techniques to produce new kinds of goods of better quality to 

suit the public's taste; absolutely economize on raw materials, fuel, and 
supplies; and link production with the sources of supplies and consumption 
in formulating production plans. 


The most effective pattern of goods production must be adopted for each 
specific period of time. Dynamic and timely management must be administered 
in production so as to increase output to meet the demands of society, 
fulfill the obligations imposed by the state, and achieve high efficiency. 
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Management must be strengthened and improved. Every effort must be 

made to reduce production expenses to a reasonable level so as to cut 
production costs. At present, this must be considered as a pressing task 
of all establishments. The system of producing goods under contract 

must be widely implemented. Real income must be linked with useful 
labor; labor discipline must be strengthened; the practice of reporting 
for work late and leaving early, spending much time for shift changing, 
and neglecting official work while caring for personal affairs, and so 
forth, must be put to an end. At the same time, the organization and 
labor force of production establishments as well as of the upper-level 
managerial apparatus must be revamped to make them more rational, all 
redundant labor forces must be reduced, indirect production forces cut 
down, and unnecessary intermediary components eliminated so that production 
work can be guided as directly, promptly, and effectively as possible, 
thus ensuring that everyone can contribute to creating much wealth for 
the country. 


To effectively support production, we must revamp the circulation process 
as well, establish direct relations between one production establishment 
with another and between production and consumption. These relations 
must be based on economic contracts in which responsibilities are clarly 
defined and fair bonuses and penalties are provided for. In the 
procurement and service organizations designed to support production, 

we must abolish unnecessary intermediary links and do away with irregular 
taxes and state procedures instituted by various sectors and localities 
themselves as well as all irrational appropriations of the supplies, 

raw materials, and fuel destined for production. 


In the process of goods consumption, we must gradually switch to the system 
allowing large retailing corporations and establishments to receive good: 
directly from production establishments according to distribution plans 
already approved. This system must be applied on an experimental basis 

in a number of big cities. Al sectors and levels must actively assist 

and support the establishments in their efforts to develop production, 
practice economic accounting, and cut production costs. They can do so 

by strengthening control over the domestic market, eliminating the 
speculation and trading of the means of production and consumer goods, 
[garble] to transform private industry and trade, strengthening control 
over import and export activities to protect local production, enhancing 
the state's managerial work, stabilizing the situation, and restoring 
economic order. The organizations charged with serving production such 

as the power, supply, transportation, ban*ing, home and foreign trade 
sectors, and so forth, must change their business procedures, strictly 
carry out the economic contracts signed with the various industrial branches, 
and overcome all negative phenomena. 


The responsible state organs must promptly improve their work, increase their 
liquid assets; enhance their credit services, wages management, price control, 
and so forth. All these measures must be carried out in a well-coordinated 
manner, with a high resolve, and on the basis of bringing into full play the 
aggregate strength of the mechanism of the party's leadership, the working 
people's mastery, and the state's management. In the immediate future, we 
must strive to fulfill the 1985 plan and satisfactorily prepare for the 

1986 and 1986-90 5-year plans. 
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ECONOMIC PLANNING, TRADE, AND FINANCE 


DEVELOPMENT OF ACTIVE ROLE OF PRODUCTION UNITS DISCUSSED 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 25 Sep 85 p 2 


[Text] [Editor's Note] Recently, at the office of NHAN DAN 
editorial staff, the Ministry of Industry and NHAN DAN organized 
an exchange of views on “problems to be solved while shifting to 
the new management mechanism according to the spirit of the 
resolution of all eighth Planning of the Central Committee 
{Hereinafter “Resolution"].” Attending the meeting were more than 
30 directors of large factories and directors general of 
enterprises and general corporations representing consumer and 
export goods production installations in the light industry 
sector. Also present were many economists and comrades working in 
centrally run commissions and sectors and in departments and 
institutes of the Ministry of Light Industry. 





The exchange of views was lively, enthusiastic, frank and open- 
hearted and centered on main topics of the “resolution” and on 
difficulties, opportunities, things to be avoided and tasks to be 
done. [End of editor's note] 


Resolute Shift to the New Mechanism of Economic Accounting and 
Socialist Business 


All directors and genersl directors believed that the “resolution” 
is a profound revolutiorr:y shift in our party policy on economic 
Management. The fact tiu. the “resolution” advocates abolition of 
bureaucratic centralism and state subsidy and recommends complete 
shift to economic accounting and socialist business fully answers 
the aspirations of production installations and the entire people 
because the new mechanism will create favorable conditions for 
further development of our country's economy. 


All speakers mentioned the protracted serious harm done by 
bureaucratic centralism and state subsidy to production and 
business as well as to the laborer's lifestyle and ethics. The 
production mechanism based on supply, distribution and delivery 
has prevented installations from developing their right of 
ownership. When a director who did not know the exact amount of 
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loss and profit for lighted firecrackers at the festival to 
celebrate the plan completion, it was at the very time when his 
enterprise was suffering great losses. Accounting and business 
activities were of a phony nature because data and figures were 
frequently tampered with and even invented. For example, the 
director of the Haiphong Wool Factory said that when the factory 
experimentally took salaries under the forms of goods in kind into 
account in calculating production costs in 1984, the accumulated 
capital came only to 10.6 million dong but higher level agencies 
confirmed that it was 25.4 million dong as mentioned in the report 
submitted by the factory. Le Xuan Dai, director of the Hai Duong 
Ceramics Factory pointed out that the subsidized wage system 
neither had a stimulating effect on the labor nor acted as an 
economic incentive to help the director maintain production and 
fulfill the plan. On reckoning, it was found that at this factory 
every dong of salary was accompanied by 6 dong of allowances 
(midshifft meal and reward for each day worked) and from 10 to 12 
dong of salary paid under the form of goods in kind (9 categories 
of supplied goods). To date, the director has not been allowed to 
use such a large amount of money to manage the labor force and 
this suc has had nothing to do with productivity, quality and the 
result of production and business. It is clear that for many 
years wages--an extremely important economic stimulus--have lost 
any effect. All directors noted that we still have immense, 
untapped possibilities of stepping up production: Much of the 
capacities of machines and equipment is still unused and it is 
still possible to substantially reduce material consumption for 
each product unit and to highly increase the volume of product and 
improve its quality; cadres and workers are experienced and have 
professional skills and a revolutionary spirit and our Vietnamese 
people are intelligent. We can progress if we have a sound 
management mechanism in which the initiative of production 
installations is developed. 





Need for General and Operational Sectors To Rapidly Improve Their 
Working Method 


The problem of developing the creative initiative of production 
and business units and vesting them with financial independence is 
not entirely new. According to the directors, this problem has 
long been raised by our party and government and emphasized 
especially in the resolution of the party Central Committee's 
Sixth Plenum (Fifth Term) in the summer of 1984 but this policy 
has not yet been implemented eagerly and strictly. Our comrades 
cited numerous evidences showing that the delay in correcting old 
policies and promulgating new ones has caused so many obstacles 
and difficulties to production installations that enterprises and 
their federations have been unable to exercise ownership in 
production and to contribute to mastering the market. It can be 
said that so far the management mechanism is still burdened with 
bureaucratic centralism and state subsidy, that it still puts too 
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many restrictions on production installations and that it has 
failed to develop the latter's active and creative role and 
simultaneously to secure unified centralist management by the 
central level. 


With the new price-wage-money policies indicated in the 
“resolution,” all directors, production installations and 
enterprises have realized that from now on we will really enter a 
new stage--one which will be marked by the shift to the 
implementation of the new management mechanisa, which will compel 
all laborers, production installations and enterprises to work 
according to the economic accounting and socialist business 
method, and which will require that labor result in high 
productivity, quality and efficiency. Only by abolishing state 
subsidies to prices and wages can we pave the way to assault the 
blockhouses of the bureaucratic state subsidy mechanism, but to 
continuously attack and smash the old mechanism as a whole and to 
completely establish the new one, we will need many policies, 
Systems and regulations on developing the production 
installations’ right to take initiative. In this respect, the 
directors are hoping very much for a rapid change by general and 
operational sectors. 


Right to Take Initiative in Planning 


When speaking about updating the management mechanism, every 
director referred to planning. Everyone agreed that planning 
should be the central task of management and the principal 
instrument to direct production, accounting and socialist 
business. For many years, however, planning has proven 
unrealistic because it has not been based on the actual strength 
of the state and production installations and has thus limited the 
latter's dynamism and creativeness. The supply-distribution- 
delivery system has really hardened the arteries of planning and 
created an expectant and dependent psychology; there has been a 
failure to exploit many potentials and to meet daily needs; work 
was done as long as supplies and raw materials were available and 
whenever they ran short, the higher level would adjust and lower 
the plan norms so that production installations, recognized 
nonetheless as fulfilling the plan and rewarded, would hold a 
“festival” party. Planning must be updated by abolishing 
bureaucracy and state subsidy and be linked to economic accounting 
and socialist business. At the same time, due attention must be 
paid to relationships between the plan and the market and prices. 
Han Duc Duoc, director of the Sundries Corp, pointed out that 
planning belongs to the concept of awareness while the markets 
falls within the domain of spontaneous development. To link 
planning to the market is to use awareness to control and regulate 
spontaneous development. This is both the science and art of 
managing and directing production. Our comrade proposed that the 
plan assigned by the high level to a production installations be 
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divided into two parts. The legally compulsory part is that 
portion of the plan which is assigned by the state, which includes 
all or most material supplies and which requires the production 
installation, willy-nilly, to strictly implement the fixed plan 
norms. The other part of the plan requires the production 
installation to obtain by itself all or part of the essential 
materials through joint ventures or economic alliances; this part 
must be left to the discretion of the production installation 
which will choose a production plan of its own and have the right 
to participate in fixing prices and deciding on a production 
consumption method. The core of this part is that the production 
installation must harmoniously combine the three interest of the 
state, collective and laborer. 


Concerning the plan norm system, Dao Duc Thanh, director of the 
Cau Duong Lumber-Matches Combine proposed the use of only two 
norms--value of goods obtained and accrued accumulation--and said 
that the other norms should be merely guiding ones. According to 
him, the plan assigning method should also be updated by 
abstaining from going too deeply into details and into specific 
tasks of the factory and by having the state order goods by 
contract with the production installation or associate itself with 
the production installatior so that both parties will assume 
material and legal responsibility for plan execution. Based on 
the actual situation of production in many years past, Bui Van 
Long, director general of the Textile Enterprises Federation, 
criticized the harmful effect of the bureaucratic method of 
assigning plans which restricted and hampered the dynamism and 
creativeness of textile factories and caused great waste because 
of the unmarketability of manufactured products; for example, 
large quantities of fabrics are still in stock and cannot be sold 
because they are not to the liking of consumers. Is it better to 
assign the plan to the textile sector by applying legally 
compulsory norms only to the production of fabrics for the army 
and of labor safety fabrics and export fabrics to meet merchandise 
orders by foreign countries and by fixing quantitative norms only 
for part of the plan that covers the production of fabrics for 
domestic consumption (approximately more than 200 million meters)? 
And is it better for the state to allow the production 
installation to decide on patterns of merchandise and kinds of 
fabric after studying the market and consumer predilections? WNo 
one else knows more about a factory than its director and no one 
else understands the consumer and the market more deeply than the 
production installation so that it is unwise to direct plan 
implementation too meticulously from a faraway center. The newly 
calculated manufacturing cost of 1 meter of fine linen is higher 
than the free market price. Even if the same material expenses 
are incurred, it will still be possible to sell these fabrics at a 
higher price and the consumer will still be inclined to buy them 
if the production installation is allowed to display dynamism and 
creativeness and to improve the colors and designs of fabrics. 
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This method will compel the production installation to do research 
prior to adopting a production plan and to make sure that the 
goods produced will be valuable and have a high use value. Only 
by doing so can one carry out production and do business 
effectively. 


Production Costs and Prices 


This is a hot issue, a central breakthrough of industrial 
enterprises in abolishing state subsidy and shifting to econonic 
accounting and socialist business. To many directors, this is a 
great revolution in enterprise management, a very fierce, complex 
and hard struggle which requires everyone to change his thinking 
pattern and working method and to resolutely fight in all 
aspects--labor management, technique, materials and capital--in 
order to increase productivity, improve quality and lower the 
manufacturing cost of products. All the directors approved and 
supported the gradual performance of accurate accounting with 
inclusion of all production expenditures in manufacturing costs, 
and criticized the disassociation of production costs from 
merchandise values and prices. To do this well, the directors 
fund that they should, on their part, tackle a lot of work, such 
as reorganizing production, rationally employing the labor force, 
strictly economizing materials, energy and capital, improving 
product quality and making technical investments to increase labor 
productivity. However, it worried most directors that in the near 
future, along with V (value of human labor), various types of 
expenditures for Cl and C2 (equipment, supplies and raw materials 
for production) should increase many times while labor 
productivity would still remain low, while equipment would still 
be old and backward and while it would still be impossible to 
mobilize equipment capacities to a large extent so that the 
manufacturing costs of certain products would rise and affect 
their selling prices. Would these products be accepted by 
society? How were their selling prices to be fixed? These worries 
are hanging heavy over production installations. A perfect 
product of any enterprise is closely related to many national 
economic sectors: in particular, consumer products are governed by 
almost all agricultural, forestry, industrial and chemical 
sectors. The current common trend among all sectors is to 
calculate production costs exactly and completely. But if 
irrational calculations raise production costs in any one sector, 
this move will badly affect production costs in others, especially 
the light industry sector which manufactures the final consumer 
product for society. It is suggested that the state take measures 
to tightly and accurately supervise and guide all sectors to 
establish a new pricing level and to strictly enforce pricing 
discipline throughout the country, especially as far as the 
industrial, raw material and energy sectors are concerned. Another 
difficulty is how to calculate production costs completely and 
accurately while production conditions fluctuate frequently and 
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lack stability and while the problem of labor surplus in factories 
is not yet resolved. For this reason, it is suggested that 
economic laws be strengthened, that signed contracts be respected 
and that order be reestablished in the process of providing 
supplies, raw materials, and so on. 


Concerning the manufacturing costs of products, the directors of 
the Hong Ha Stationery Factory, Cau Duong Lumber-Matches Factory, 
Textile Mill 8-3, Hai Duong Ceramics Factory and Haiphong Enameled 
Iron Factory proposed that the state should fix the prices of 
products only if it provided sufficient material conditions for 
production installations and that factories should have the right 
to participate in determining the prices of other goods which they 
produced on their own. So far the examination and approval of 
prices have been very bureaucratic and time consuming and have 
hampered production and even caused missed opportunities. No one 
else can understand an enterprise better than the enterprise 
itself. The price fixed by the enterprise always corresponds to 
the abilities of the consumer unit. If the product is of poor 
quality and expensive, it will be unmarketable and the enterprise 
will be forced to seek means to change the type of goods, to 
improve quality, to increase output and to lower the production 
costs. We must not prolong the situation where the buyer and 
seller are not allowed to fix prices while the third party who 
does not buy goods continues to decide their prices. Prices, 
manufacturing costs and internal account balance rates can be 
accurately assessed only in the production process and through the 
real activities of production installa:rions and enterprises and 
not at meetings and debates at a summit agency in Hanoi. Tran Minh 
Ngoc, director of the Nam Dinh Silk Factory, testified that it is 
possible to sell at a profit all goods made by the factory under 
the new pricing system. For 4 years, by its own efforts in self- 
sufficiency, the factory has calculated manufacturing costs rather 
comprehensively while developing production and doing a brisk 
business. Since domestic customers have recognized that sati» 
produced by the factory is much better than fabrics made in many 
other countries, consumers have accepted the fact that its selling 
price is close to the market one. This is because the factory had 
taken initiative, displayed creativeness and sought to understand 
the consumer's needs and likings before planning to produce 
specific goods. The production of enameled iron ware by the 
Haiphong Enameled Iron Factory and that of synthetic fabrics by 
the southern textile mills have also been done ina similar way. 


While pointing out difficulties, all directors affirm that it 
would be compulsory and necessary to gradually apply the method of 
calculating production costs completely and accurately and that 
all managerial and technical measures should be taken to implement 
this policy very satisfactorily according to the “resolution” 
spirit. 
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Finances, Credits and Banking 


The directors spoke a great deal, sometimes sarcastically, when 
criticizing the sluggish and conservative mechanism and working 
method of banking and financial agencies which have restricted 
production. This system has seriously violated the directors’ 
rights to organize production and business. Many directozxs 
proposed that enterprises be entitled to borrow capita! including 
foreign currency to invest in and develop production and business. 
Loans must be effected quickly and neatly without troublesome, 
overbearing and unilateral formalities so that financial and 
banking agencies and production installations may jointly turn 
money to profit quickly. It is necessary to immediately divest a 
bank officer to the right to issue a loan only after compelling a 
director to spend several sessions submitting reports, economic 
and technical theses and production and business plans and only 
after obtaining satisfaction from all points of view. Since the 
bank deposit of an enterprise comes from the latter's capital and 
fund, the bank must promptly and fully meet the enterprise's 
expenditure needs. Since the bank’s function is to keep money and 
credits and make payments, it must not intervene too deeply in the 
enterpise’s management and expenses. It is unwise to turn the 
“account owner” into the “account servant.” It is necessary to 
oppose all troublesome, obstructive and complicated formalities in 
money management, to extend the enterprise's right to use cash and 
to carry out uniform activities in using cash or transferring 
money to another account within the limits prescribed by plan. 

The financial agency must not meticulously fix the amount of money 
to be used by the enterprise to buy a bouquet and a bag of tea to 
receive visitors. Many directors proposed that a percentage 
should not be fixed for the use of three funds in each enterpr.se 
and that the enterprise director should be given the right to use 
them according to requirements of the production task and plan, 
provided the ultimate objective of this use be production 
development. The directors of export goods enterprises suggested 
that to implement the new mechanism effectively, it would be 
necessary to give installations more rights to take initiative, 
and also to create favorable conditions for them to use their 
foreign currency capital. The foreign currency exchange rate 
should be examined on the basis of the new pricing plane, 
otherwise enterprises producing export goods would frequently 
suffer “losses.” Because the exchange rate was fixed too low in 
the past, enterprises earning foreign currency had to submit an 
explanatory report when requesting a “compensation for losses.” 
Installations producing export goods should be allowed to approach 
the foreign market or customer easily and conveniently. Only by 
doing so can one make production and business timely and highly 
effective. 











Labor and Wages 


Distribution according to labor is the most equitable, rational 
and hugane sethod of distribution. As a consequence of the state 
subsidy system, many people have relied on enterprises to earn 
their living. Now that the new distribution mechanism and new 
wage system are to be implemented, there will be a fairly large 
surplus of labor. In the textile sector alone, the production line 
will have a surplus amounting to about one-third of the current 
total of 90,000 cadres and workers. The Hai Duong Ceramics Factory 
will also have an excess of a few hundred out of a total of over 
1,600 cadres and workers. Labor surplus is now a huge, highly 
complicated problem which enterprises are at a loss to resolve and 
which has been a headache for many directors and given rise to 
Many annoying suits at law. High-level agencies must work out 
systems and policies to help production installations resolve this 
problem according to sentiment and logic. In the past, there were 
instances when acceptance, recruitment and employment were not 
based on production requirements and when many workers were 
unqualified and employed contrary to their professional skills. 

At present, classifying workers according to their qualifications 
and organizing them according to their professional skills will be 
a complex task which must be done and how to do it according to 
sentiment and logic will be a problem requiring solution. Le Thi 
Nhu Hao, director of Textile Mill 8-3, poii;.ed out that one way to 
solve this labor problem was to open auxiliary production 
workshops but these workshops could not employ many laborers and 
that despite their low labor productivity in this type of work, 
these laborers received high salaries. These directors proposed 
that the high level should quickly promulgate regulations enabling 
factories to effectively use existing laborers while maintaining 
productivity, quality, production and business and avoiding 
disrupting the life of cadres, workers and civil servants. For 
example, the weavers’ length of service should not be prolonged as 
Stipulated in the former regulations according to which persons 
whose eyesight acuity and limb motility had declined had to “wait” 
at auxiliary workshops to complete the length of service required 
for retirement. This system would make it difficult to calculate 
wages and to apply the principle of distribution according to 
labor. Concerning the wage problem, many directors suggested that 
enterprises should be allowed to use uniform methods of paying 
wages to each category of worker and each type of work according 
to the principle of distribution according to labor. It is 
necessary to readjust wages according to the workers’ grades and 
individual working abilities and by applying progressive norms of 
labor performance. Allowances paid under the favorable treatment 
policy should be separated from the wage fund and borne by the 
social subsidy fund. 


Updating the enterprise management mechanism according to the 
spirit of the “resolution” of the party Central Committee is a 
managerial revolution requiring uniform solution of numerous 

problems related to many sectors and levels. Changes must be 
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effected from high to low echelons, first by the high level. 
Though being merely preliminary and incomplete suggestions, the 
directors’ ideas converged on one point: In view of the very great 
difficulties and complexities to be encountered in adopting the 
new management mechanisa, to carry out production effectively, to 
dcvelop economy and to permit a real shift to this new mechanisna, 
the general and operational sectors concerned should urgently 
change the old bureaucratic and restrictive policies and quickly 
formulate new ones; otherwise, we will see again the sight of 
“fence breaking” by the every unit, production installation and 
enterprise and we will revert to the state of bureaucratic 
subsidies on a level with the new price and wage system. 


9332/13068 
CSO: 4209/66 
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ECONOMIC PLANNING, TRADE, AND FINANCE 


HOAN KIEM WARD EMPHASIZES MARKET MANAGEMENT 
Hanoi HANOI MOI in Vietnamese 9 Nov 85 pp 1, 4 


[Article by Pham Van Hong, Chairman of the Hoan Kiem Ward People's Committee: 
“Implementing Resolution on Prices-Wages-Money, Hoan Kiem Ward Builds, Develops 
Socialist Commerce, Promotes Transformation, Market Management, Resists Specu- 
lation, Smuggling, Manufacture of Counterfeit Goods" | 


[Text] Hoan Kiem Ward, center of the capital of Hanoi, has a number of large 
communications hubs and is a location of concentrated commodity interchange for 
the entire country such as the always crowded Dong Xuan-"iac Qua Market, not 
counting the more than 8,000 small merchant families, causing distribution, 
circulation and market and price management many additional difficulties and 
complexities. 


Recognizing its responsibility in the development of socialist commerce, the 
strengthening of market management and the transformation of privately operated 
commerce within the ward aimed at serving the daily lives of the people and the 
cadres, our ward people's committee during the recent past has supervised and 
organized the various echelons and sectors in the ward in synchronized achieve- 
ment of their missions. 


First of all, to build a commodity fund, the ward people's committee establish- 
ed a production guidance committee with the mission of material exploitation in 
excess of the plan, commodity circulation, and organization of production co- 
operation between associations of small industry and handicraft cooperatives 
and trade corporations, comprising many consumer goods with a gross value of 
nearly 10 million dong. The ward association of small industry and handicraft 
cooperatives has established six stores for the acquisition and purchase of 
discarded materials and rejects, has been able to purchase more than 50 tons of 
scrap plastic, and has developed subward shops to produce goods consistent with 
the position of strength of each subward. Shops in the subwards of Hang Bai, 
Dong Xuan, Cua Dong, etc. are units organizing good production, swiftly produc- 
ing new commodities, and serving the consumer requirements of people and cadres 
in the subward. 


Implenenting the policy of price subsidies to wages, the ward people's commit- 
tee concentrated supervision and established subcommittees to reexamine the 
previous supply situation. Through the shift from in-kind wages to payment in 
money, we discovered 3,107 erroneously qualified individuals and reduced the 
monthly issues by 13 tons of grain and 11,400 dong in new currency. 
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Correctly realizing and evaluating the situation level during the new period, 
we have shifted course in the supervision of public security, trade, tax, etc. 
sectors to coordination in market management and resisting speculation and 
smuggling. The ward public security forces have organized the investigation, 
reexamination and classification of four objectives (speculators and smugglers; 
the professional faction; degenerates and deviants in agencies and enterprises; 
and the agencies without a trade function), and have followed and launch<d 
broad movements of the masses to participate in market management. Thanks to 
this, fairly good initial results have been achieved in stabilizing the market 
and resisting speculators and smugglers. During the first 9 months of the 
year, ward inspection and control forces have levied on-the-spot fines in 
13,057 cases, including 2,212 cases of selling at inflated prices, to collect 
67,572 dong in new currency, and have simultaneously discovered and prosecuted 
hundreds of cases of speculation and smuggling and confiscated the commodities 
with representative cases published in recent issues of HANOI MOI. During the 
month of October alone, ward market management forces directly uncovered 83 
cases of speculation and smuggling and confiscated goods worth nearly 1.5 
million dong in new currency. With synchronized cooperation between inspection 
and control forces in coordinated education of private merchants with methods 
of administrative processing and mass mobilization, no major changes have 
occurred during the recent past in the prices of agricultural product and food 
commodities. 


Developing the results attained and correcting tasks not yet properly accon- 
plished, we have completed formulation of a market management and transforma- 
tion plan, considering it a program of action from now until the end of the 
year. 


Our ward has and is exploiting raw materials in excess of the plan and will 
deliver hundreds of tons of plastic to the small industry and handicraft co- 
operatives to manufacture many consumer goods worth tens of millions of dong, 
is organizing trade corporations to exploit food and industrial goods sources, 
and is opening an additional four stands in Dong Xuan Market. 


Besides the 20 old grain stores, the grain corporation has repaired and devel- 
oped an additional two or three points to seil goods processed from grain such 
as bread, noodle cakes and shrimp paste, and has organized the requisition and 
purchase of grain at Bac Qua Market. 


Regarding the food and beverage network, we have developed an additional 20 
mobile points for the sale of various types of cakes and ethnic and ordinary 
dishes. 


The subward market cooperatives are being strengthened. A number have and are 
inspecting and gaining experience to supervise the marketing cooperatives in 
supporting service in the proper course and the processing of agricultural 
products, shrimp, crabs, snails, frogs, frozen beans, beancakes, melons, ere 
plant, pepper sauce, etc. aimed at properly serving the requirements of and 
consistent with the pocketbooks of cadre and people within the area. We are 
maintaining and will expand the number of locations for butchering hogs in the 
subwards with city permission aimed at answering the pork requirements of the 


people. 











The service network has an additional 10 points. The service and cultural cen- 
ter at 40 Nha Chung Street and a stand selling fresh flowers in front of the 
water pavilion are being urgently completed. A number of wedding costume and 
equipment departments have been organized in the Nguyen Sinh, My Kinh and 30-4 
Hotel stores. There will also be additional stores for the rental of food 
utensils and the repair of electrical appliances and leather and canvas goods, 
especially leather shoes and sandals. The barber and beauty shops and bicycle 
and motorcycle repair points are being rearranged. 


Our ward has established a guidance committee for market management and trans- 
formation. The ranks of market management cadres have been streamlined and 
their functions and missions are more specific. Each corporation establishes a 
‘ransformation office with the mission of investigating and managing every bus- 
iness activity of the private merchants so that we may soon transform, arrange 
ani continue joint sales enterprise with a number of major goods sectors (dried 
goods, sundries, rattan, woven bamboo, etc.) in the Dong Xuan-Bac Qua Market 
area, We are striving to complete transformation of Dong Xuan Market by the 
end of this year with seven goods sectors entering business cooperation. In 
conjunction with the task of opening state stores to sell mats on the streets, 
we have established pilot projects in business cooperation, first of all in the 
straw mat sector and then in ready-made clothing, and have organized the re- 
quisition and purchase of agricultural products at Hang Co Station. The con- 
struction of Hang va Market and the repair of other markets are being actively 


prepared. 


Market management units are coordinating with sectors and organizations in the 
regular inspection of price posting and sales in accordance with posted prices. 
Serious violations will and must be severely punished, including halting the 
business operation and legal prosecution. Cases of speculation, smuggling and 
manufacture of counterfeit goods must be severely punished. 


We are striving to properly achieve the important tasks above in order to suc- 
cessfully achieve the norms and missions of the ward set forth this year, and 
to create a favorable momentum for the years tc come, 


7300 
CSO: 4209/166 
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AGRICULTURE 


EARLY DECEMBER AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES REVIEWED 
OW111435 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 11 Dec 85 


[Text] Following are some of the salient features of agricultural 
production during the first 10 days of December: 


To date, the northern provinces and cities have basically finished 
harvesting the l0th-month rice. In general, rice output has reached or 
exceeded the plan norms. The southern provinces have harvested more than 
20 percent of the main l0th-month rice acreage, with Song Be, Minh Hai, and 
Tien Giang as the fastest provinces in harvesting. Ben Tre, Hau Giang, 
Long An, Tay Ninh, and Thuan Hai Provinces have harvested only 10 percent 
of the planted acreage. In general, the l10th-month rice crop in the southern 
provinces and cities is developing well. Paddy yield in the harvested 
areas has reached 30 quintals per hectare. Localities are concentrating 
efforts on quickly and neatly harvesting the ripe rice while promptly 
controlling rice pests in the fields under the late 10th-month rice. 


Regarding winter-spring crop production, the northern provinces and cities 
have concentrated on sowing seeds of the main spring rice crop over the 
past week. Some localities finished this work on 10 December. Localities 
have slightly accelerated soil preparation for the fifth month-spring 

rice crop over the past week, but the pace of preparing the soil has 
remained slower than in the same period last year and far from meeting 

the plan requirements. This slowness has been due to the wetness of 

fields, the very high cost of plowing by tractors, and the fact that many 
localities have not rented tractors but have used the cattle as draft power. 


The southern provinces have continued to harvest the 10th-month rice 

while transplanting the winter-spring rice. To date, they have transplanted 
more than 200,000 hectares or nearly 30 percent of the planned acreage. 

The best seasonal period for transplanting the winter-spring rice in 

the southern provinces will be over very soon, but a fairly large acreage 

of ricefields has remained uncultivated. Localities are now concentrating 
efforts on accelerating the pace of transplanting so as to transplant the 
entire area on schedule. 


According to the Ministry of Agriculture, the northern provinces and cities 
have finished planting winter crops and are continuing to plant spring 
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vegetables and subsidiary amd industrial crops. Despite their great efforts, 
they have planted only 50 to 60 percent of the winter crops’ acreage because 
of difficulties regarding the soil and seeds. The planned area for corn 

and sweet potatoes has been exceeded. Winter crops are developing fairly 
well. Hanoi and Vinh Phu will possibly achieve a bumper winter corn crop. 
The freshly cultivated area of industrial crops has attained nearly 

15,000 hectares, or 80 percent of the area planted in the same period 

last year. The pace of planting winter-spring vegetables and subsidiary 

and industrial crops in the southern provinces is slower than in the same 
period last year. The planted area of corn has decreased by more than 
10,000 hectares, that of sweet potatoes by more than 4,000 hectares, 

that of beans by more than 4,000 hectares, and that of soybeans and 

peanuts by half. 


Since the acreage of winter-spring crops in the southern provinces is large, 
it is necessary to accelerate the pace of cultivation in order to fulfill 
the plan norms. As a result of rainstorms during the past days, many 
networks of irrigation canals and ditches have been damaged. Localities 
have launched an all-people movement to excavate canals and ditches and 

to repair the damaged ones and even the pumping stations in order to 

secure sufficient water for the fifth month-spring rice crop, especially 

the spring rice, in the days ahead. 


According to the Meteorological and Hydrological General Department, 

the northeastern monsoon began blowing tonight, the weather has turned 

cold, the cold spell may last 3 or 4 days, and the temperature may drop some 
day to 15 degrees Centigrade. For this reason, the northern provinces should 
pay attention to protecting rice seedlings from the cold weather, tending 
the planted winter crops, accelerating the pace of soil preparation, 

and taking good care of the cattle. The southern provinces should 
concentrate on quickly harvesting the ripe l0th-month rice and transplanting 
the winter-spring rice while striving to finish rice transplanting on 
schedule, and fertilizing and protecting the late |l0th-month rice crop 

from harmful insects and rainstorms which are currently prevailing in the 
southern region. 


/12624 
CSO: 4209/160 
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HEAVY INDUSTRY AND CONSTRUCTION 


SYSTEMATIC TRAINING OF CHEMICAL CADRES, WORKERS DISCUSSED 
Hanoi CONG NGHIEP HOA CHAT in Vietnamese Aug 85 pp 17-19 


[Article by Engineer Phan Si Cat, deputy chief of the Cadres' Organization 
and Training Section of the Chemicals General Department: "Some Thoughts 
About Training Chemical Cadres and Workers in 1986-1990") 


[Text] The training and advanced training of cadres and workers are highly 
important tasks which must be carried out constantly with the dual objective 
of raising the standard of the present managerial and productive forces and 
providing a new, highly skilled and well-qualified work force to promote the 
chemical sector's development. Moreover, training and advanced training must 
reflect the party-state policy toward cadres and require that due attention 
be paid to individuals having leadership, managerial, and special capacities 
and that a body of successors be prepared to hold various positions in 
management, production, end research. It follows that the training and 
advanced training of cadres must have a clear-cut direction and specific 
plan for each period of time and that measures must be taken to ensure their 
effective implementation. 


I. A Few Remarks About Cadres and Workers of the Chemicals General 
Department and Assessment of Their Present Situation 


In the past, the training and advanced training of cadres and workers had no 
specific guidelines and plans were carried out in a patchy and passive 
manner. As a result, so far the assignment of cadres and workers to various 
regions, sectors, and professions according to their standard of specialized 
knowledge has been unproportionate and somewhat irrational. 


One of the most outstanding characteristics is the great concentrat — 
professional cadres in production installations in the delta, especiaily in 
Hanoi and the adjoining regions. Compared with the total number of cadres, 
workers, and civil servants--cadres having a college and middle school 
education and residing in the above-mentioned areas represent 13.93 percent, 
whereas this ratio is only 10.5 percent in the midlands and mountain regions 
which have important installations to exploit chemical resources and produce 
fertilizers but do not have enough cadres. Many irrationalities can also be 
found in the percentage of cadres and workers employed in various production 
sectors. In the chemical production sector, the average ratio is 14 to 16 
percent--that is, for every 6 or 7 workers, there is only 1 cadres; in the 
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mining sector, this ratio is usually 7 to 8 percent--that is, for every 

10 to 12 workers, there is only 1 cadre. The ratio of cadres with college 
degrees to those with middle school graduates is too high in comparison 
with that in other countries. In some production installations, this ratio 
is as high as 1.31:1 and it drops only to 0.6:1 even in enterprises where 

it is considered lowest. This situation has caused very great waste and 
has, at the same time, made it impossible to fully develop the capacities of 
each category of cadres who should otherwise have been assigned to more 
suitable positions according to their individual aptitudes. 


Concerning the workers’ numerical strength, due to immediate production 
requirements, in recent years many untrained workers have been immediately 
assigned to the production line, which has resulted in lowering the ratio 

of technical workers. In the largest factories and mines, technical workers 
now represent only 67.8 percent [of the total number of workers]. In 
general, this ratio is much lower throughout the sector. Many workers have 
been employed as technical ones after undergoing only short-term training; 
worse still, in certain places, they have been classified not in Grade 1 but 
right away in Grade 2. At present, the ratio of Grade 1 and 2 workers 
represents as much as 40 percent. A matter of concern is that many 
insufficiently trained workers have been obliged to operate complex, modern, 
and expensive machines and equipment (power shovels, bulldozers, and 
generators). This has seriously affected both labor productivity and safety 
(and consequently production cost and product quality). 


Cadres in charge of leading and managing production in enterprises (bureau 
chiefs and deputy chiefs, directors and deputy directors, supervisors, and 
heads of production units) have not been trained systematically. The on- 
the-job advanced training of cadres has already been organized but not 
evenly in all areas. 


Training according to the 1981-1985 plan has involved positive measures 
designed to correct shortcomings but has not yet met requirements, 
especially at a time when the management mechanism is being updated. 


II. State of the Training and Advanced Training of Technical Cadres and 
Workers in 1981-1985 


According to the 5-year (1981-1985) plan, the training and advanced training 
of cadres and workers have the following five objectives: 


--rendering good service to important areas of the sector; 


--coordinating the student recruitment plan with the assignment and 
employment plan; 


--improving the cadres’ standard of knowledge; 


--paying attention to training children and younger brothers and sisters of 
cadres, workers, and civii servants in the sector; and 


--reorganizing the network of schools and training courses. 
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In pursuance of these objectives, training and advanced training have scored 
definite achievements in providing enough technical workers of various 
branches and skills necessary to installations which  olement the fertilizer 
production program. More changes have been brought about in the recruitment 
and training method: production installations have on their own recruited 
workers, sent them to various schools for centralized taining according to 
technical requirements and, on completion of their trai:ing, brought them 
back to their former production installations. Both the student recruitment 
and assignment plans can be considered fully synchronize-. Thanks to this 
method, it has been possible to obtain a sufficient number of workers of 
various branches and skills to reinforce mines--especially apatite mines-- 
which had frequently met with difficulties in recruiting workers in the 

past. Of course, to do this satisfactorily, it has been necessary to improve 
the activities of training schools from all points of view--from teaching to 
capital construction, to raising the standard of living, and so on. This way, 
training installations have been further consolidated, thus paving the way 
for development in the coming years. 


Along with training new workers, the general department has paid great 
attention to improving the professional skill and level of workers now work- 
ing in production lines--especially high-level workers whom it considers a 
valuable force of the sector. 


However, training and advanced training are still faced with the following 
problems: the training and advanced training of leading and managerial 
cadres have neither received due attention nor been carried out boldly and 
systematically even though the improvement of these cadres’ standard of 
knowledge should have been organized periodically. Initiative and measures 
have not yet been taken to train scientific and technical cadres for pro- 
duction and research installations. Sometimes, the sending of cadr s as 
students to research centers and colleges is not based on needs, s chat 
difficulties have been experienced in their transfer. Fo: lack of tight 
management, schools and classes adjacent to enterprises aid corporations 
are of poor quality. Not much has been done on researching systems, 
policies, and regulations to be applied within the sector's scope. The 
coaching of untrained workers is still being done at one's own convenience. 
Despite some preliminary results, the admission of offspring of sector 
personnel into training schools has not yet become a uniform policy to 
resolve a social problem, on the one hand, and to actively recruit students 
to replenish the sector personnel, on the other. 


Ill. Principal Guidelines for the Training and Advanced Training of Cadres 
and Workers Within the 1986-1990 Plan 


Based on the assessment of the present situation of cadres and workers, on 
the evaluation of the strength and weakness of training and advanced training 
in the past years, on requirements of the political mission in the forth- 
coming years, and especially on the 1986-1990 plan of the sector--training 
and advanced training must focus on carrying out the following important 
tasks: 
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1. Put the training and advanced training of managerial cadres (directors, 
deputy directors, supervisors, and shift heads) onto the right track 

because at present management is still a weak factor which limits production 
results. If managerial cadres in these installations are neither improved 
constantly according to plan nor equipped with fundamental theories and 

new policies which they should apply to ever-changing realities, this 
situation will greatly affect production. 


2. Strengthen the training and advanced training of scientific and technical 
cadres: first, it is necessary to intensify the training of research 
students within the sector and to increase their nationwide percentage. 
Attention must be paid to technical cadres who have successfully completed 
promising research projects; conditions must be created for them to put 
their theses into practice and proposals must be made to the state to pro- 
vide special protection if possible. This is the only way to form a body 
of pioneer cadres with a sufficient standard of knowledge, to develop the 
effect of technical research, and to apply technological advances. It is 
necessary to formulate a plan to improve cadres in charge of planning, to 
contribute to improving the quality of plans drafted by various institutes 
and schools, and to strive to assume medium- and small-scale projects 
involved in the sector's expansion. 





3. Perfect the plan to form a body of cadres and workers for key projects: 
right now in 1985, it is necessary to complete the plan for training and 
advanced training of cadres and workers and to pay attention to high-level 
technical cadres destined for installations which serve the fertilizer 
production program--especially the apatite and pyrite mines--and 
simultaneously for sectors and trades which have urgent needs, such as those 
producing fertilizers, insecticides, processed rubber, and sodium chloride. 
It is necessary to retrain workers having not yet attended schools and 
training courses in order to improve the quality of technical workers. 


To meet requirements of the sector's development, it is inadvisable to 
neglect to prepare for the training of cadres and workers for new sectors 
and trades, such as those related to mineral screening, petrochemicals, 
and biochemicals. 


It is necessary to draw up a plan to persuade the offspring of cadres and 
workers in the sector to attend vocational schools and courses, and to give 
them jobs in order to meet the sector's need for technical workers and, at 
the same time, to solve a social problem and enable everyone to stick with 
the sector. 


To eliminate asymmetry in the structure of the cadre contingent, logical 
ratios must be worked out. In our opinion, in the next 5 years, efforts must 
be made to achieve a ratio of 1:7 between technical cadres and workers, and 
1:23 between cadres with college degrees and those having middle-school 
education, while professional cadres must number 30 percent of technical 
cadres. 


To implement these guidelines and tasks, the following positive measures must 
be taken: 
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-~Rearrange the network of schools and courses according to regions and in 
conformity with new organizations, such as enterprise federations and 
combines; assign a specific task to each unit; and pay attertion to re- 
inforcing various practical aspects, such as founding training bases and 
carrying out actual production activities. 


--Strengthen the body of teachers which is the factor determining the quality 
of training and advanced training. I” combines and large enterprises, it is 
necessary to increase the number of cadres specialized in training and 
advanced training. 


--Create a stable source of recruitment of good students by selecting cadres 
and workers for supplementary education prior to taking entrance examinations 
to colleges, middle schools, and technical workers’ schools. This problem 
requires specific guidance. 


--Promulgate clear-cut systems and policies on selection and promotion of 
managerial cadres; formulate a system of allowances and material rewards for 
cadres, workers, and civil servants undergoing advanced training; and set 
forth regulations on contracts to found and maintain schools, courses, and 
enterprises. Opportunities must be taken to organize advanced training to 
improve the standard of knowledge of teaching cadres and scientific and 
technical cadres through cooperation with various institutes and scientific 
and technological information centers as well as with specialists in every 
field. 


--Multiply various forms of on-the-job training and consider it an effective 
measure contributing to assigning a proportionate number of cadres to 
production installations. 


The overall situation of both the country and the chemical sector calls for 
further changes in training and advanced training. The above-mentioned 
suggestions are merely an outline which requires identity of views and 
uniformity of action from the grassroots level up to the general department 
if this very important problem of the sector is to be solved. 


9332/13046 
CSO: 4209/124 
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POPULATION, CUSTOMS, AND CULTURE 


LESSONS LEARNED IN HANOI FAMILY PLANNING CAMPAIGN 
Hanoi HANOI MOI in Vietnamese 12 Nov 85 p 2 


[Article by Nguyen Thanh Hoan: “Valuable Lessons in the Family Planning 
Campaign from the Typical Models of Hanoi” } 


[Text] During the past few years, Hanoi has made strong improvements both in 
quantity and quality and in breadth and depth in the family planning campaign, 
and many advanced examples have appeared such as the villages of Xuan Non, Kim 
Chung, Nam Hong, Vong La, and Duc Tu in Dong Anh District, Yen My in Thanh Tri 
District, Can Kiem, Ha Bang, Dong Truc and Lien Quan in Thach That District, 
Phung Thuong, Tho Loc, Vong Xuyen and Tam Hiep in Phuc Tho District, Kieu Ky in 
Gia Lam District, and Tan Lap and Phuong Dinh in Dan Phuong District; Thinh 
Quang Subward in Dong Da Ward; the Hanoi Knitting Enterprise, etc. 


During the process of campaign achievement, the typical models above have ap- 
plied the population policies of the state and the directives and resolutions 
of the Party Central Committee, the Municipal Party Committee and the Municipal 
People's Committee on population and family planning in a versatile and crea- 
tive manner consistent with the actual conditions of each locality and unit, 
and have made a number of initial achievements worthy of encouragement. 


In reality, each one has its own experience and methods but on the basis of 
scientifically studying the experience of the typical models above, we have 
extracted the following number of generally successful lessons which all of 
them have: 


1. Concerning ideological realization: Many typical models have considered 
this work of foremost importance and simultaneously a “crash phase” of the can- 
paign because the campaign will only achieve high, strong and stable results 
when every individual acquires the full concept and when it becomes a part of 
the sentiment, confidence, ethics and conscientious actions of each person. In 
the model localities and units, the objective and significance of the family 
planning campaign have been thoroughly understood from the party and adminis- 
trative echelons all the way down to the basic level production unit and each 
citizen. The basic norms of the campaign have the same importance as produc- 
tion norms and are considered as a bauis for evaluating emulation. New and 
substantive changes have occurred in the methods of observation and thought of 
the masses concerning family happiness and reasonable family size. Backward 
thinking and customs and outmoded viewpoints on the number of children are be- 
ing ewiftly overcome and improved. A majority of the people have a definite 
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understanding on large families and high fertility and clearly understand the 
benefits of family limitation and child spacing, understand safety and pro- 
gress, know how to employ a number of contraception methods, etc. 


2. Concerning organization and guidance: This is a task of important signifi- 
cance determining the success or failure of the campaign. At the campaign 
review conference in 1972, the Chairman of the Council of Ministers Pham Van 
Dong stressed, “Local leaders must be responsible because the final results 
determine the leaders.” With a concept of the problem, key unit leaders and 
party member cadres have truly been a motivating force and example in not vio- 
lating the population policies of the state and the directives and resolutions 
set forth by upper echelons. For example, in Xuan Non Village, with the excep- 
tion of two recently married individuals, 100 percent of the party members set 
a true example. In the leadership and guidance work, the typical models have 
had plans, methods and forward steps that are specific, detailed, reasonable, 
and in close accordance with the local area. They have employed synchronized, 
coordinated, united and harmonious actions between units and mass organizations 
such as party and administrative organizations, youth union units, women's as- 
sociations, trade unions, public health facilities, etc., and have known how to 
develop the collective ownership rights of the people to a high degree. Party 
committee and administrative echelons have set forth specific objectives and 
norms on a quarterly or annual basis or for one “campaign” and have assigned 
achievement to each basic level unit while simultaneously constantly urging 
these units to achieve the objectives presented. Guidance is carried out in 
both a constant and a key point and gravity center manner with swift summariz- 
ation of experience and recognition of typical models. The guidance committee 
of Dong Anh District is a basic level unit with a fair amount of experience in 
this problem. For example, from the model village of Xuan Non, Dong Anh Dis- 
trict swiftly recognized other villages in the space of only a few months. 
Another extremely significant experience in the work was the organization of 
timely preliminary summarization and summarization, proper evaluation of those 
things that work and those that do not, severe criticism of substandard units, 
and prompt praise of those units doing well. It may be said stated that de- 
termination, versatility, creativity, specificity, sensitivity, creativity and 
timeliness are extremely important in campaign organization and guidance and 
they have truly determined the successful guidance of the typical models. 


3. Concerning propaganda and « a" : This is a crucial step determining the 
success or failure of the ideologica and realization work. In the long tern, 
it is a method of foremost importance in assuring the effectiveness and sta- 
bility of the campaign. With a concept of the importance of this task, nearly 
all the localities above have used every form and means possible to mobilize 
the masses to respond to and actively participate in the campaign, including 
such modern means as video cassettes, means of popular mass communications such 
as projected slides, conversation, posters, radio broadcasts, panels, contests 
and seminars, etc. with this work considered by the model units as a common 
task of every individual and every social organization. Each sector, echelon 
and mass organization is assigned a specific mission with specific objectives. 
In conjunction with the general theoretical themes, the unit propaganda themes 
delve deeply into the actual situation of the local area and unit, and are even 
related to all the families of the propaganda objectives. Consequently, the 
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propaganda themes are extremely rich, varied and highly persuasive. Also of 
direct significance is that each propaganda menber himself is an example in 
achieving the objectives of the campaign. 


4. Coordinating the use of effective methods: In conjunction with the propa- 
ganda, education and encouragement methods, the typical models also use eco- 
nomic and administrative methods through forms of avards and severe punishment 
equitable to all organizations and every individual. It may be stated that the 
award and punishment forms are a two-edged sword. If applied to the proper 
objective and are fair, prompt and reasonable, they produce good educational 
results and also just the opposite. Generally speaking, the typical models 
using these methods and knowing how to coordinate a number of common fairly 
creative and versatile methods have achieved clear results. Widespread methods 
used in the agricultural units are cash, paddy and labor point awards, and the 
issuance of land to build a home. The non-agricultural units are slightly 
different. 


5. Organization of technical service: This is an important factor making a 
worthwhile contribution to reduction of the rate of population growth. Thus, 
nearly all the typical models did well at this work by establishing family 
planning centers. Public health offices, district hospitals and family plan- 
ning units have wholeheartedly and unconditionally supported their objectives 
without regard to the time, including holidays and Sundays. At the same time, 
public health cadres and personnel have assured technology, safety and conveni- 
ence for the family planner. 


With these five valuable lessons in experience of the advanced typical models 
and a number of general reward and punishment methods stipulated in the reso- 
lution of the Ninth Plenum of the Municipal People's Committee, third session, 
on 5 May 1985, we hope it will be entirely possible for other localities to 
apply them to their units in a flexible and creative manner to successfully 
achieve the objective of reducing the rate of population growth of the city as 
set forth by Resolution 1559 UB-KH on 28 May 1985 of the Municipal People's 
Committee. 
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POPULATION, CUSTOMS AND CULTURE 


HANOI DANCE HALL PROCEDURES REGULATED 
Hanoi HANOI MOI in Vietnamese 9 Nov 85 p 2 
[Unattributed article: “The Dancing Problem in Hanoi”] 


[Text] Recently, due to requirements for raising the cultural lives of cadres 
and people in the capital, a number of light music and dance locations, with a 
service business, have opened under many forms and under the organization of 
many units of different sectors. Many have not precisely implenented the regu- 
latory articles of Notice 430-VHTT 3 August 1985 of the Cultural and Infornma- 
tion Service. Many negative occurrences have happened. Many locations without 
sufficient material conditions have still sold tickets, each at its own price, 
bands are not of sufficient standards to support dancing, and offensive dances 
and songs are permitted. Some dance locations sell drink tickets and sell even 
beer, hard liquor, etc. 


According to statistics, there are presently 26 of these dance locations in the 
inner city (Hoan Kiem Ward has nine and Hai Ba Trung and Ba Dinh each have one) 
formed in two areas: in clubs and cultura] houses; and in hotels and service 
business facilities. Only a few have a license from the Cultural and Informa- 
tion Service. 


In order to overcome the situation above, the Cultural and Information Service 
recently held a meeting with the facilities that have organized dance locations 
(including both the central and local areas) and concerned agencies, sectors 
and mass organizations to discuss management unification. 


First of all, the Cultural and Information Service decided to temporarily halt 
the activities of all dance locations. The Service will make an announcement 
on the issuance of licenses to any facility with sufficient conditions for or- 
ganizing dance activities, such as: a dance floor of the precise specifica- 
tions (area, quality, decorations and lighting), a band with certified stan- 
dards to support dance locations, model dance couples, etc. The Cultural and 
Information Service wili also stipulate the ticket prices, dance participants, 
and operating schedule of a dance location (how many sessions per week and how 
many hours per session) aimed at making this form of cultural activity enjoyed 
by the younger set truly wholesome and cultural. 
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